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DEDICATION

This publication is dedicated to my wife and life partner,
Mrs Edna Aina Owolabi; to our children, Nicole, Maya, Jason
and Adesola, all members of Wondernet Ministry
International world - wide; and to my lovely granddaughters,
Faith Emmanuella and Grace Sasha. All of you have
contributed to make my life a willing tool for God’s service
to all professionals, youths and families globally to which
this book is dedicated also.
Moreover, I would like to dedicate this book to every child
of God Almighty who has ever stood there and thinking:
What on earth do I do to understand the Holy Bible in clear
and modern English and how do I apply it to every aspect of
everyday life?
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PREFACE
In the Old Testament, Nehemiah used useful, careful planning and
teamwork plus persistent prayers to solve problems related to
ensuring that Revivals must result from Reforms or Transformations
while recognizing that in life, there are no triumphs without troubles
or trials. All human problems have their answers in God’s Word. But
how can people be saved from their religious “ICT” (Ignorance,
Culture and Tradition)?
An answer is found in Nehemiah Chapter 8 verse 8: “They read from
the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the meaning of
what was being read, HELPING THE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND EACH
PASSAGE”. This provides a motivation for writing 1000 “LIDS”
(Lessons, Instructions, Decision & Sharing) of God’s “WORD”
(Wisdom, Opportunities, Revelations & Direction for righteous living).
While Ezra, not Nehemiah was the official religious leader, it is
significant that a layman, Nehemiah who was not a member of the
traditional religious or prophetic establishment was motivated by his
unique relationship with God, causing him to devote his life to doing
God’s will in a secular world. Such people are crucial to God’s work
in all aspects of life and we must follow their examples. No matter
what our work or role in life, we must view it as God’s special calling
to serve Him.
In the New Testament also, in Acts Chapter 17 verse 2, “As was
Paul’s custom, he went to the synagogue service, and for three
Sabbaths in a row, HE INTERPRETED THE SCRIPTURES TO THE
PEOPLE”. Like Paul, this book is an attempt and motivation that “my
life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work
assigned me by the Lord Jesus – the work of telling others the Good
News about the wonderful grace of God” (Acts Chapter 20 verse 24).
7
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As Founder & Chief Servant of WMI, Nigerian Fellow Consultant in
Aerospace Medicine with over four decades of experience as a
professional, community leader, leadership mentor and a Christian
family head, I recognize like Paul in Acts Chapter 20 verse 30 than
“Even some men from your own group will rise up to distort the truth
in order to draw a following”. At WMI and to all children of God world
– wide, I recommend that everyone reads the Life Application Study
Bible, New Living Translation (NLT) along with this publication in
order to help people approach, understand and interact with the God
of the Holy Bible and thereby fulfil their divine potentials through
Jesus Christ.
From Proverbs Chapter 4 verses 22 – 23 and Colossians Chapter 3
verse 16, God’s rich wisdom and message about Christ would help to
bring Life & Radiant health to anyone who discovers their meaning.
These 1,000 “LIDS” are intended to let people travel sequentially on
a divine journey of discovery of the true and practical meaning of
God’s Word.
In this regard, all Biblical texts, tables and explanations quoted are
taken from the NLT version of Life Application Study Bible published
by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. USA. This book is a further
attempt and divine inspiration to help God’s children open what I
designate 1000 “LIDS” (Lessons, Instructions, Decision and Sharing)
of God’s “WORD” (Wisdom, Opportunities, Revelations and Direction
for righteous living) in Jesus Name. Amen.
Most importantly, in line with Revelations Chapter 22 verses 18 – 19,
all readers must handle the Holy Bible with caution and respect
without distorting its message even unintentionally, being quick only
to put the principles as outlined into practice in their lives. However,
no human explanations, insights or elaborations of God’s Word
should ever be elevated to the same authority as the Biblical text
itself. In the following pages, the 1,000 “LIDS” of God’s “WORD” are
arranged sequentially under the Bible Chapters for each of the 52
8
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Weeks for the entire Life Application Study Bible (New Living
Translation, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc) with all names and
references to God in Trinity written in initial capitals.
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Abbreviations
4 C’s of Leadership - Choices, Character, Conduct & Consequences.
4 M’s of Christ

- Message, Meaning, Method & Manifestations.

5 Levels of Listening - Ignoring; Pretend to listen; Listen selectively,
Listen attentively and Listen emphatically.
5 P’s of Idolatry

- Power, Pleasure, Passion, Praise & Popularity.

5 P’s of Preparation- Proper Preparation Prevents Poor Performance
& Poor Preparation Produces Poor Performance.
7 D’s of Devil’s Devices – Doubt; Discouragement; Diversion;
Defeat; Delay; Disease; and Death.
7 Dangerous Attitudes or Character traits – Complacency; Anti –
Authority; Invulnerability; “I C T” (Ignorance,
Culture & Tradition); Impulsivity; Resignation;
Macho (super Arrogance).
7 GPS’s of God’s Blessings –
7 G’s
- Greatness, Glory, Goodness, Grace, Gifts,
Gospel and Guidance.
7 P’s
- Power, Protection, Provisions, Prosperity,
Possessions, Peace and Purity.
7 S’s
- Strength, Security, Sense, Supplies, Sincerity,
(Truth), Sovereignty and Salvation.
7 Levels of Religious Laws – Nature (Psalm 19:1); Conscience
(Romans 2:15); Table of Stones (Exodos 24:12);
Entire Scriptures (Romans 15:4); Christ, the
Illustrated Edition (John 1:14); Heart (Hebrews
11
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8:10); Outward Christian Living (2 Corinthians
3: 2-3).
7 P’s of Human Limitations – Physical limitations; Pathological
(sickness) limitations; Physiological
Limitations; Psychological limitations;
Psycho – social (cultural) limitations;
Pharmacological limitations; and
Purity (spiritual) limitation.
10 C’s of Ministry Leadership – Calling, Competence, Contribution,
Clarity (NLT), Commitment, Coaching, Caring,
Compatibility, Character and Copy.
“ASK”

- Ask, Seek, Knock (Mathew 7: 7).

“FRIEND”

- Fully Reliable In Each New Difficulty.

Health = “I AM SAFE” Tripple Healthcare Checklist – I : Illness,
Ignorance & Insecurity; A: Attitudes, Ageing &
Altitude; M: Medications, Motives & Mistakes;
S: Stress, Sex & Sin; A: Alcohol, Abuses &
Anger; F: Fatigue, Family & Finance; E: Eating,
Exercise & Environment.
“ICT” of Religion

- Ignorance, Culture & Tradition of religion.

“LIDS”

- Lessons, Instructions, Decision & Sharing.

“MANDATE”

- Manifestation & Assignment to Network people
For Discovery of Almighty’s Truth & Example
(in Jesus Christ).

NLT

- New Living Translation.
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“PHD”

- Prosperity, Honour & Divine guidance.

“SCREAM”

- Support; Communication; Respect; Education;
Assertiveness; Monitoring.

“SHARP” people
(of Noah)

- Syrians, Hebrews, Assyrians, Redeemed
(or Re-born Christians), and Persians.

“SWOT”

- Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, Threats.

“TIE”
(Heart)

- Thoughts, Intentions (or motives) & Emotions
(either love or wickedness – Psalm 1).

“WAIT”

- What An Insightful Teaching!

“WMI”

- Wondernet Ministry International.
(www.churchwithoutborders.net)
- Wisdom, Opportunities, Revelations & Direction
For righteous living.

“WORD”

13

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA

WEEK 1 .
GENESIS 1 – 23.
PSALM 1 – 5.
1. Leadership comes with a price tag called LEADERSHIP
RESPONSIBILITY (Read Psalms 1 and 119:105). Like God, we
must not be afraid to plan orderly in every sphere of life for a
BEGINNING and, if necessary, a RE-START. This is because the
deliverance and salvation of our future generations depend on
how good or bad we start our lives now. Example is Jesus from
Abraham’s covenant start. In this regard, let us remember Mr
Dick Bigg’s “4C’s” OF LEADERSHIP MODEL, namely, “CHOICES,
CHARACTER,
CONDUCT
&
CONSEQUENCIES”.
From
Deuteronomy Chapter 11 verse 26, it is also clear that we can
live for ourselves or we live in service to God. To choose our
own way is to travel on a dead – end road, but annually when we
re-start the NLT Bible Course, this is a way towards choosing
God’s way to receiving eternal life (John Chapter 5 verse 24),
only if we obey and take appropriate action on what we read or
listen to.
2. We must realize that there is no level of EVIL, DECEIT,
WICKEDNESS, HALF - TRUTH OR DELIBRATE REFUSAL TO
LISTEN TO GOD that is really beyond man or woman! Trust,
therefore, only God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to
help us. Fallen man cannot be trusted! Only God the Father
through Jesus Christ in the Power and Help of the Holy Spirit
can help us.
3. The most powerful “Nationality Currency” to spend in God’s
Kingdom from now till eternity consists of the four
denominations of FAITH, INTEGRITY (being true to self),
14
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HONESTY (being true to others) & OBEDIENCE to God even
when we don’t understand His ways. The Kingdom or
Nationality’s two sides of her coin are: LOVE and
RIGHTEOUSNESS.
4. Any nation (like Nigeria) can and will be rescued even if there
are only 10 genuine people / ministries for God , serving Christ
sincerely without hypocrisy, distortion or falsehood! So move on
WMI and other genuine ministries in all parts of the world!
5. The revelation received for Year 2014 (WMI’s Year of
Prosperity, Honour & Divine guidance (“PHD”) was made
available to all members of WMI to complete annually the entire
52 Weeks of Holy Bible (NLT) Video Bible Course and obey God
in order to live a life of Love and Righteousness for Christ. In
line with 2 Corinthians Chapter 3 verses 2-3, practical
evangelism for the ultimate transformation of people has four
processes starting from the central WORD OF GOD extending
outward in this fashion from WORD FOUNDATION -- to HEARING
PROCESS --- to BELIEVING PROCESS ----- to AMBASSADORIAL or
SENDING FORTH PROCESS involving our neighbours and
witnessing only about Jesus Christ, not about ourselves. This
witnessing is about God’s inspired MESSAGE, MEANING,
METHOD and MANIFEATATIONS (“4 M’s”) OF CHRIST, not
ourselves. True Christianity is about the Kingdom of God, not
about the kingdom of priests and religious leaders on earth!
6. Jehovah or Almighty God’s principles and precepts reflect His
unchanging Character of LOVE & RIGHTEOUSNESS. Both in
Noah’s days and now, the sin of many will lead to their
destruction but redemption or salvation comes through only one
person : Noah in Genesis and now Jesus Christ. While Ham is
the origin of Canaanites, Egyptians, Africans, Philistines,
Hittites and Ammonites, Japheth gave birth to the Greeks,
Europeans and people of Asia Minor. From Shem’s off springs
15
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are the “SHARP” people of the world, namely, “Syrians,
Hebrews, Assyrians, Re-born or Redeemed (Christians who are
born again by faith in Jesus Christ), and Persians”.
7. Why is WMI sent to use this yearly NLT Video Bible Course?
Originally, men / women were created, designed and
manufactured just to listen to God and not to look, smell, touch,
write or read Him! How many things did Abraham or Jesus write
down or read apart from listening in the Spirit to God and
applying His Word with Faith, Integrity, Honesty and Obedience?
Listening, however, has Five (5) Levels from the worst to the
best, namely, IGNORING; PRETENDING TO LISTEN; SELECTIVE

LISTENING; ATTENTIVE LISTENING; and EMPHATIC LISTENING.
Finally, from this first week, the amount of blessings in one’s
life is directly proportional to the amount of God’s Word that one
appropriates and applies to his or her Thoughts, Intentions and
Emotions. Read Mark 4: 24 – 25: “And be sure to pay attention to
what you hear. The more you do this, the more you will
understand – and even more, besides. To those who are open to
my teaching. More understanding will be given. But to those
who are not listening, even what they have will be taken away
from them”. Finally, the summary of God’s Word is Psalm 1
(verses 1 – 3 being Godly character while verses 4 – 6 represent
people with Satanic character.
On this life journey with God, “patience leads to good luck”
while desperation leads to back luck! Remember Abraham and
Lot. So, be patient and persistent with God throughout the 52
weeks programme.

16

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA

WEEK 2.
GENESIS 24 – 40,
PSALM 6 – 7.
8. We should relate with our Relatives in order to stay in the Covenant of
God.
9. Like Abraham’s Servant, we should seek God’s face in prayers before
doing or carrying out anything great.
10.
Learn to praise Almighty God for every success or breakthrough in
life, We cannot move God to act on our behalf in a “deaf and dump” mode
or status.
11.
Like Rebecca, we should show love, kindness and hospitality to
strangers; we may actually be sowing greatly into our own lives without
realizing it at first.
12.
The consent of a Lady / Daughter is very important for a successful
and blessed marriage.
13.
Learning from Abraham’s Will to Isaac, fathers should plan and
leave good inheritance for their children.
14.
There are lessons of Unity to learn from the traditions and history in
the Middle East since biblical times.
15.
We should learn to wait for God always with patience and
perseverance because God is never late in His timing. Isaac married at
age 40 years and gave birth at 60 years to Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25 :
26).
16.
Unlike Esau, we should never sell our birthrights because doing so
would lead to eternal consequences.
17.

We should listen to Almighty God for His Instructions always.

18.
Any true success in our lives would always draw / bring out the envy
of others.
17
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19.
God would always appear to us / give us His revelations when we
are righteous and obey Him with patience.
20.
Like Esau, going outside the covenant to marry would bring lasting
but unfavourable consequences.
21.
In order to obtain a blessed future without curses, we should be
wise and try to settle issues amicably with our brothers and sisters
(people) whom we offended yesterday / yesteryears.
22.

Like Jacob (becoming Israel), we can wrestle blessings from God.

23.
Don’t leave the camp / company unprotected; otherwise, you may be
raped or attacked like Dinah!
24.
Learn from Joseph’s experience; don’t share your dreams with
enemies!
25.
Learn the lessons about Joseph from his being a Prisoner to a
Prime Minister in Egypt as pre - ordained ultimately by Almighty God who
specializes in turning obstacles into miracles for His children.
26.
God works with our thoughts and intentions in prayers’ answers (1
Samuel 16:7) as Abraham’s servant prayed for Rebecca to marry his
master Isaac who, however, lied later that she was his sister in order to
avoid potential danger.
27.
Note Isaac’s Altar for God at Beersheba (to Abimelech) – “Well of
Oath”. An altar is a high or exalted place of worship of God (or gods).
28.
Note Rebecca’s deceit / trick and the parental favouritism which led
to her son Jacob’s enmity with his brother Essau as well as Jacob’s
dream at Bethel, House of God, with his tithe pledge. Reaping what he
planted, note Laban’s own deceit of Jacob via Leah and Rachael
confirming that future generations reap what the past generations had
sowed! Indeed, the same Rachael stole Laban’s god; moreover, Jacob
slept with Bihah (giving birth to Dan, Naphthali, Joseph and later
Benjamin !) (But Leah gave birth to Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah).
29.
From Jacob’s flocks and Laban’s cheating, notice how God’s
vengeance for sin / repayment for evil was even transmitted to their
animals and material possessions!
18

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
30.
Sin followed by genuine Repentance or God’s Grace leads to
forgiveness and change of one’s name in God’s records (Jacob’s name
was changed to Israel at Peniel which means Face of God). Finally read
about Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Laban, Joseph and Reuben in the
respective NLT tables on them..

WEEK 3.
GENESIS 41 – 50.
EXODUS 1 – 8,
PSALM 8 – 10.
31.
Joseph said to his brothers: “God did it (turning my obstacles into
miracles; turning my trials into triumphs) to preserve your lives as a great
nation”.
32.
The miraculous revival of Jacob’s depressed spirit by the “GOOD
NEWS” about Joseph is similar to the revival of our souls when we
receive the Good News of Jesus Christ and as we reach out to others with
Christian evangelism. This is the basis of a Christian’s constant joy
despite living in a sad world.
33.
God turns man’s evil to good (Romans Chapter 8 verse 28) as
illustrated in the example of Joseph. Like him, we should always love our
enemies as instructed by Jesus Christ while leaving the final judgement
and justice to God Himself.
34.
As in the cases of Moses’s staff turning into a snake and the healing
of his leprous hand, genuine Miracles are the reassuring proofs of God’s
presence among His people.
35.
Don’t give excuses when God calls you to serve Him as He can use
us despite and notwithstanding our Limitations physically, mentally,
socially, materially or spiritually. (Example: Moses complained to God
that he stammered as if God did not know that!). God specialises in using
ordinary people like us to achieve extraordinary feats for Him. Read about
the complete Human Limitations under Abbreviations on page 11 in 7P’s
of human limitations.

19

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
36.
God is a God of Vengeance! He killed Egypt’s first sons because His
first son (Israel) was killed by Pharaoh! We reap whatever we sow!
37.
God allows obstacles in our lives to provide the opportunities for
Him to multiply His miracles among His people, in this case, the
actualization of His promises of deliverance and prosperity to His people.
38.
DREAMS are REVELATIONS by Almighty God. So long as our
dreams are in conformity to God’s Word, we should make our dreams big
enough for Him to fit in because His dreams for us are always so big that
they require His power. When success is achieved later, therefore, we
would never forget who really should get the credit – God!
39.
As in the case of Joseph, the problems of others that you solved
yesterday would become the avenues to bring you from the Prison of life
to the Palace of life!
40.
In seconds, God can always turn around our situations but our gifts
and talents make this happen. Don’t get tired of using your gifts and
talents for good; they are the avenues God would use to turn our
situations around for good also.
41.
At age of 30 Years, Joseph became Governor; Jesus started His
ministry at 30 years and David climbed to the throne as King at the age of
30 years.
42.
As a leader, be very wise in handling issues of life: first, check if
there is remorse; secondly, be patient; finally, have self – control like the
wise, “new – improved” Joseph!.
43.
Gifts (or Giving) always open doors. Read and meditate about
Joseph’s and Jacob’s examples in the Holy Bible.
44.
Learn from Joseph (and later Jesus) to forgive your brothers and
sisters (as past “enemies”), no matter their sins and the magnitude. The
grace of God for our lives cannot flow without our spirit of forgiveness in
line with the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew Chapter 6 verse 12.
45.
Don’t be in any hurry to take an oath. Remember Reuben’s oath to
Joseph in Egypt at the table about Benjamin.
46.
Our mistakes and limitations can always be used by God and when
we fear God, our blessings also extend to our relatives.
20
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47.
God’s presence always goes with those He loves (Note history of
Moses from his birth to the palace).
48.
The men God uses marry Royalties and Covenant Keepers.
Moreover, where you are cannot prevent God’s blessings if you are in His
Covenant. He has sovereign power and control over the whole world!
49.
Parents’ blessings to their children are very essential in their lives.
Bless your children always; don’t curse them!
50.
God always looks at the Heart or “TIE” (Thoughts, Intentions &
Emotions of love), not just actions. For example, when Moses killed an
Egyptian, God still selected him for His special purpose for Israel! As
mentioned earlier in “LIDS” 7, there are basically two types of hearts,
namely, Godly and Satanic hearts from Psalm 1.
51.
With the story of Moses at the burning bush when God commanded
him to remove his slippers (representing filthiness), we must beware and
realize that God’s presence is a Place of Holiness to transform us from
the flesh into the spirit form of life and behold us as truly holy and worthy
of His use.
52.
God often uses imperfect people to do His work so “we are not
alone!” Moreover, God makes these imperfect people His friends! What a
God of Grace. His Grace is sufficient for us despite our human
imperfections.
53.
Even when this is not obvious at the time (for example, Pharaoh’s
stubbornness), God still works out His plans behind the scenes patiently
and persistently.
54.
Joseph spent 13 years in Egypt but he lived 97 years just to fulfil the
dream and destiny for which God pre – selected him. Be patient with God.
Read about the 17 Parallels between Joseph and Jesus Christ in an NLT
table around Genesis Chapter 48.
55.
What is Holiness as far as God is concerned? Holiness is accepting
by Faith the Word of God as revealed by Jesus Christ and striving
consistently to be like Jesus till we meet Him in Heaven.
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WEEK 4.
EXODUS 9 – 24.
PROVERBS 1 – 6.
56.

God can save and destroy simultaneously (Egypt & Goshen)!
So stay in God’s covenant to avoid destruction in the magnetic field
of sin!

57.
The story of Egypt’s magicians’ boils shows that God’s presence
can pull down all demonic powers.
58.
Pharaoh confirmed that Deceit & Lies are the lifestyles of the
wicked.
59.
Whenever we trouble the enemy sufficiently (via persistent, fervent
prayers and serious demand for God to intervene), he or she will let us go
against his or her will eventually. Jesus later emphasized the need for
persistence in prayers with the Parable of the Persistent Widow and the
unjust Judge in Luke Chapter 18.
60.
In an NLT table around Exodus Chapter 8, read the 10 Plagues but
the 6 major Weapons of Spiritual Warfare used include : (1) Hailstorms;
(2) Plagues / Sicknesses; (3) Locusts / Devourers; (4) Strong West Wind to
clear and overcome the locusts; (5) Terrifying Darkness for the enemy;
and (6) Strong East Wind to divide our red seas and make way for our
progress and deliverance.
61.
Remember that, in our prayers for uncommon testimonies, we are to
demand and command favours from our enemies for ourselves and
families thereby obtaining collective victory in life.
62.
Wickedness from enemies always provokes God’s miracles of
deliverance for His obedient servants. God said: “I have seen the
oppression of my people in Egypt and I will deliver them with miracles,
signs and wonders”.
63.
See Leviticus Chapter 2 verse 11 for Unleavened Yeast. Yeast is a
bacterial fungus or mould and therefore an appropriate Symbol of Sin.
Yeast grows in bread dough just as sin grows in a life. A little yeast will
affect the whole loaf just as a little sin can ruin a whole life. Jesus
22
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continued this analogy by warning about the Yeast of the PHARSEES &
SADDUCEES in Matthew Chapter 16 verse 6 and Mark Chapter 8 verse 15.
64.
The four Benefits of Blood on the Door Post are: (a) Protection. (b)
Giving Life. (c) Separation from the Egyptians. (d) Being brought into
Place of Acceptance by Almighty God.
65.
Great Lesson: In the new dispensation, our righteousness (which is
obtained only because of Jesus Christ in the New Covenant) can save us.
We must put our trust only in Jesus Christ to save us.
66.
God is always in the business of Recovery & Increase; this is why
He is called God of Recompense or Multiplied Restoration (Jehovah
Gomorah).
67.
Firstborns belong to God and they are special to Him in His
Kingdom and they are His Covenant priority, always.
68.
What we carry or have in our hands can always be enough to do or
to activate the miracle of God in our lives. Do not despise what you have
with you now, no matter how small or insignificant it may appear to you.
God can use anything to achieve His purpose through you, if you believe
in Him.
69.
We must learn to follow God’s Instructions to the letter (for example,
quantity of manna to collect in this context); otherwise, it may turn to
“maggots” for lack of obedience to God!
70.
Strike the Rock to provide Living Water anywhere, anytime. Jesus
Christ is the Rock from where bubbles of living water spring forth.
71.
God’s covenant makes us His special treasures and priests. Read
more about the Kingdom of Priests in the NLT Bible explanatory notes on
John Chapter 16 verses 23 – 27 and on Hebrew Chapter 7 verses 11 – 17.
72.
Sexual immorality is always one of the greatest destiny destroyers!
Avoid it deliberately notwithstanding its very seductive nature because it
is deadly!
73.
It is the Fear of God that can keep us from sinning. Be humble
enough to fear God always and reap the additional holistic benefits
including wealth, honour and long life (Proverbs Chapter 22 verse 4).
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74.
Rest brings about Refreshment in our lives. Practice having a day of
rest every week to enjoy the refreshing and revitalisation of the body, soul
and spirit.
75.
Just as Moses was alone with God on Mount Sanai (for 40 days and
40 nights), we should learn to be alone in quiet time with God for great
exploits or assignments. Read about Moses in an NLT table around
Exodus Chapter 14.
76.
In Exodus, God allowed the enemy (Pharaoh) to live just to see His
awesome power and witness His Glory that “I AM THE LORD”! He is not
slow in judgement but remains a patient and merciful God seeking
repentance of our souls before final judgement.
77.
In Exodus, God used the people’s problems and challenges to prove
that ultimately, the land belongs to Him and to display His power for the
purpose of having stories to tell future generations in remembrance of His
awesome deeds.
78.
Moses had an increasing and exceptional spirit of forgiveness in his
attitude recurrently, even to the extent of showing love to his enemies and
rebellious followers.
79.
Only circumcised people eat the Passover Lamb. (This represents
Baptism before taking the Holy Communion, baptism here referring to the
heart – felt repentance from sin and identification with living in
righteousness).
80.
Why does God allow the longest journey or route to our blessings?
Answer: So we would not quickly turn back from following Him into sin
that can be induced by easily forgotten successes and victories. This is
for our good on the long run as it develops our patience, perseverance
and endurance.
81.
Why are you crying to God? Like Moses, use your “Staff”
(representing the Word of God) instead of crying in anguish as if we are
helpless!
82.
The Lord Almighty God is our Victory Song, having full sovereignty
and control over all of nature (Daniel Chapter 2 verse 21) including our
wellbeing (Health and Healing). Exodus Chapter 15 verse 26 says: “If you
will LISTEN carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is
right in His sight, OBEYING His Commands and Laws, then I will NOT
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make you suffer the DISEASES I (God) sent (perhaps as justice for their
wickedness) on the Egyptians: For I AM THE LORD WHO HEALS YOU”.
Modern Medicine in the World Health Organization (WHO) definition of
Health acknowledges this Biblical wisdom by defining health as not just
the absence of illness, but a state of physical, mental, social and Spiritual
well - being of a person.
83.
Listen always to the INSTRUCTIONS of God’s anointed servants;
otherwise, the result may be maggots!
84.
Remember the instruction to Israel to rest on the Sabbath day and
the need for their perseverance in this tradition (even when eating the
same “Manna” for 40 long years!). Do not allow routine and boredom to
ruin your perspective of God.
85.
Why did God take them to Rephidim (which means NO WATER)?
Answer: To be able to strike the rock at Mount Sanai at Massah, the Place
of Testing as a forerunner to people looking only to God and Jesus
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit (God in Trinity) whenever they are in
any trouble or danger. The resulting provision and deliverance would
provide great testimonies for evangelism to other people also.
86.
Exodus Chapter 18 (about Moses’ workload and Jethro’s advice)
provides great wisdom for leaders to learn about delegation of their
authorities to subordinates thereby empowering the followers for some of
the routine duties so that the leader can focus more on the outstanding
main issues. Indeed, Jesus picked 12 assistants or disciples in a classical
demonstration of team leadership for great assignments. Notwithstanding
Judas’s experience, we should look only for men and women of integrity
and honesty to delegate to and to be eventually trained as disciples to
serve God.
87.
From the preparation to receive the 10 Commandments on Mount
Sanai in Exodus Chapter 20, God takes our preparations, especially with
holiness and purity for the required obedience, very seriously.
88.
Let your fear of the Lord keep you from sinning always. Fear of the
Lord is thus the only foundation for true knowledge and wisdom and only
fools would despise God’s wisdom and discipline (Proverbs 1: 7 and 9:
10).
89.
We should make only simple, consecrated Altars for the Lord with
holy and sincere hearts or attitudes (Thoughts, Intentions & Emotions of
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love). Our heart is really the temple of God. No wonder, we are advised to
“Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life”
(Proverbs 4: 23).
90.
Do not curse or abuse anyone that God has placed to rule over you.
This Anti – Authority attitude is also condemned in Romans Chapter 13
verses 1-3. Moreover, we should avoid all forms of bribery!
91.
Remember to rest the land at the seventh year of farming. This is
wise agricultural insight from God applicable even in modern farming to
replenish the soil for higher agricultural yields.
92.
The three festivals celebrated here included the Festival of
Unleavened Bread; Festival of First Harvest; and Festival of Final Harvest.
They were necessary reminders of God’s goodness and faithfulness to
His people.
93.
Total obedience to God (without worshipping any idols including
money) makes God to become an enemy to our enemies as well as to
guarantee our blessings from Him. God gradually becomes a terror to our
enemies when we are faithful to obey and live for God in love and
righteousness.
94.
“Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. Only fools despise
wisdom and discipline” (Proverbs 1: 7). Don’t be a “know – it – all”.
Instead, be open to the advice of others, especially those who know you
well and can give valuable insight and counsel. Learn how to learn from
others, remembering that only God knows it all.
95.
Whenever we avoid God’s wisdom and His advice, He will not hear
or listen to us. Read and meditate on “The 10 Commandments and the
Words of Jesus” in an NLT table around Exodus Chapter 21. God’s eyes
are too holy to behold evil!
96.
In Proverbs 3: 3, “Never let Loyalty and Kindness get away from you
so that you will have your own Favour from God and people as well as
gain good reputation”.
97.
From the NLT explanations on Proverbs 3: 21, Good Planning and
Insight are very important. Getting God’s Wisdom, however, is the most
important thing to do in life.
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98.
“Above all else, guard your heart for it affects everything you do”
(Proverbs 4: 23). Godly strategy for effective living begins with God’s
wisdom; requires moral application by allowing the Word to speak to us
personally – with readiness to obey; requires practical application, acting
on God’s direction daily; and results in effective living, experiencing what
God does with our obedience.
99.
In this context, Heart really means the acronym “TIE” (Thoughts,
Intentions (or motives) and Emotions (of love or wickedness). Read Psalm
1 for the good and bad “TIE”s.
100.
Husbands must always share their love only with their wives and
thereby avoid adultery or other sexual sins which are very deadly.

WEEK 5.
EXODUS 25 – 40.
PSALM 11 – 17.
PROVERBS 7 – 8.
101.
Note the Gold details for Ark, Lamp stands and Tabernacle; Bronze
details for Altar of Burnt Offering and Curtain separating Holy Place from
Most Holy Place in blue, purple and scarlet. The Courtyard for the
Tabernacle was in bronze also but there were Silver details for the Posts
and Bases.
102.
The above complicated details are bypassed currently and made
most simple for us by Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary to
save our imperfections and remove the consequences of our
imperfections. Thank you, Jesus Christ.
103.
In Exodus Chapter 28, Priests are set apart by special clothing. The
priests performed daily sacrifices, maintained the Tabernacle and
counselled the people on how to follow God. As the people’s
representatives before God, they were thus required to live worthy of their
offices. In Hebrews Chapter 8, Jesus is now our High Priest and daily
sacrifices are no longer required because He sacrificed Himself on the
Cross for our sins. Today, ministers no longer sacrifice animals but,
instead, lead the people in prayer and teach them about both the benefits
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as well as the commandments that characterize their new lives as
Christians.
104.
Why and what was the significance of the old priest? The purpose
was for Aaron to determine the people’s Will while the clothing was to
give him Dignity & Respect. Furthermore, Aaron and the Levites were
being “Set Apart for Holy Use”. This clothing included Ephod, Chest
Piece, Turban, Tunics, Sash, etc.
105.
In Exodus Chapter 30, Hand washing instructions were given to
Aaron and this is currently recommended by World Health Organization
(WHO) and all medical doctors globally for safeguarding good health.
Practice regular handwashing with soap and running water to prevent
infections and safeguard your health, please.
106.
In Exodus Chapter 31, we should note the appointment of the
craftsmen Bezalel and Oholiab as the church Project Managers with the
necessary skills and special talents (professionalism) required for God’s
work. Our talents are to be developed and used for the benefit of God and
our neighbours.
107.
As a Sign of God’s Covenant, we should keep the Sabbath Day holy
as the day of total rest and, therefore, do our secular work for only six
days in the week. This rest is for our refreshing. Of course, this requires
necessary flexibility for those working in shifts or across several time
zones.
108.
Aaron allowed idolatry with the Golden Calf! Read about Aaron in an
NLT table on him around Exodus Chapter 32. Lessons: (a) God gives
individuals special abilities which He weaves together for His use. (b) The
very skills that make a good team player sometimes also make a poor
leader. Indeed, human skills and human errors are opposite sides of the
same coin as being taught in the modern science called Human
Performance & Limitations in aerospace.
109.
Moses interceded for the people’s sins repeatedly. As a great
servant leader, he had a huge heart of mercy, compassion and
forgiveness consistently. God prepared him and then used him in his life
– time. Like Moses, we should show love mercy and forgiveness to our
neighbours.
110.
The statement “I will personally go with you, Moses” depicted Divine
Favour from God to see His glorious presence during Moses’ difficult but
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covenant assignment to deliver God’s people. God’s presence is all we
need to accomplish our destiny and purpose in line with God’s will.
111.
We should permit only professionals and youths who are
knowledgeable and very talented in their various fields, skills or vocation
to handle great projects of international standards and dimensions or
global reach, for example, using the Internet and Social Media in real time
to share the Gospel of Christ.
112.
We should always keep the Lord’s Temple in our hearts as a sacred
place to meet with Almighty God via Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy
Spirit. The Lord judges us only on the basis of our thoughts and
intentions (1 Samuel Chapter 16 verse 7). Appearances do not reveal what
people really are or what their true value and worth are before God.
Rather, our heart (“TIE” - Thoughts, Intentions & Emotions) would be
judged by God.
113.
Note that with constant prayers for guidance, God’s assignments
are always very specific with His direct pattern for doing His work
revealed only to those who sincerely, deliberately and persistently ask
Him (Mathew Chapter 7 verse 7). We must ask, seek and knock God’s
door of mercy regularly and persistently.
114.
God is very serious about His Covenant and He takes His Word very
seriously. The Tabernacle was God’s “Home on earth”, filled with His
glory – the overpowering sense of His presence. In an NLT table around
Exodus Chapter 36, read about “Ten Key Tabernacle Pieces, Their
Function & Significance”, including Ark of the Covenant; Lampstands and
Lamps; Anointing Oil; Altar of Burnt Offering, etc.
115.
God does His work with the best (gold). Accordingly, we must use
the best standard to do His work; and God goes for the best because the
best (gold) lasts longest than bronze and silver.
116.
From Exodus Chapters 25 - 27, God is a Master Planner: architect,
civil / building engineer, designer, interior decorator, horticulturist with
many other skills combined! All professionals are created in His image
and must strive for excellence in all spheres of life.
117.
The three colours Blue (depicting the world & sky); Purple(depicting
Royalty / Kingship); and Scarlet (depicting sin) signify or point to us that a
Heavenly King is coming to the world to take away all of mankind’s sins.
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118.
In Exodus Chapter 28, the two Stones with Israel’s Names represent
the tribes of Israel, the chosen people of God. Accordingly, we should
pray for one another in God’s presence and intercede for His people also.
Prayers of intercession are essential in the church.
119.
We should note that it was God Himself who designed the priestly
garments. The tailors who made Aaron’s garments were given wisdom by
God in order to do their task. All of us have special skills. God wants to fill
us with His Spirit so we will use those skills for His glory. Think about
your special talents and abilities and the ways you could use them for
God’s work in the world. As you focus on helping and giving to others,
God will show you the best ways to do it and give you wisdom to
accomplish the task for His glory. Amen..
120.
What is the significance of Blood and Oil in today’s study? Answer:
Blood brings PROTECTION and SALVATION for the people while Oil
brings CONSECRATION and SEPARATION for special service of God.
121.
Seven (7) Days were recommended for Ordination preparation of
priests in the Old Testament. If the Jewish priests and their laws had been
able to save people, why would God need to send Christ as a priest who
came not from the tribe of Levi (the priestly tribe) but from the tribe of
Judah? The animal sacrifices had to be repeated as they offered only
temporary forgiveness; but Christ’s sacrifice was offered once, and it
offers total and permanent forgiveness. Under the New Covenant, the
Levitical priesthood was cancelled in favour of Christ’s role as High Priest
because Christ is our High Priest, we need to pay attention to Him. No
minister, leader or Christian friend can substitute for Christ’s work and for
His role in our salvation.
122.
There is a difference between Ablution (with water as used in many
religions) and Absolution which is the Declaration of Forgiveness on the
people by Christ alone with the power of the Holy Spirit.
123.
The purpose of the Ark of the Covenant was to bring God’s
presence near the people. Now, God resides in our HEART or “TIE” –
Thought, Intention and Emotion of love.
124.
Unlike Aaron and to learn from his mistake, we must never allow the
Crowd to compel us to do evil. We must always be patient for God with
self – control in moments of apparent silence or delay to our requests or
needs. Aaron followed the crowd rather than follow God!
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125.
GOD SEES ALL THINGS EVERYWHERE. God informed Moses by
Himself about the Golden Calf idol which the people were making behind
Moses’ back! Let this consciousness of His sovereignty mould and guide
your thoughts, words and actions always.
126.
Like Moses, a good leader must repeatedly intercede and stand
before God with a merciful heart for and on behalf of his followers. Pray
regularly for God to give you a heart of mercy with the help of His Holy
Spirit.
127.
As far as God who sees in secret is concerned, some troubles and
problems require Death to be wiped out! Otherwise, they would haunt us
later in life with serious adverse consequences individually and
collectively.
128.
Even when we are imperfect, God’s presence still goes with us! The
case of Moses despite his failure is a perfect example in this regard. What
an ever – faithful, merciful and loving Father who will not deny Himself,
even when we deny Him!
129.
We should always follow God’s instructions while considering
carefully our relationship with sinners so that the latter would not draw us
into the magnetic field of sin! Christ is our example who hated sin but
loved the sinner unto repentance and forgiveness.
130.
The First Day of the Year is a DAY OF DEDICATION & ANNUAL REDEDICATION for God’s grace and glory in our lives so as to enable us
“see” what lies ahead! We must reflect, pray and re-dedicate our lives to
Jesus on every first day of the year with the help of the Holy Spirit.

WEEK 6.
MATTHEW 1 – 20.
131.
A detailed chronological knowledge of one’s “Family Root” is very
important as we learnt from several examples in the bible. Lesson: Keep a
proper record of your family tree also.
132.
We should recognize the Biblical importance of numbers such as 14
plus 14 plus 14 generations before Jesus. Read about the significance of
numbers in the Book of Revelation as follows: 1 represents God’s
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oneness. 2 is minimum for legitimate witness. 3 is divine representation
of Trinity. 4 is the known world, for example, four living creatures or
horsemen, winds, angels, rivers as used in Revelation. Numbers 3 + 4 = 7
representing perfection or divine fulfilment with God and the world in
perfect harmony. Number 3 x 4 = 12, the number to represent God’s
people in the Bible. Number 5 and multiples of 5 represent human
completeness. Number 6 represents negative sense with 666 depicting
supreme evil!
10 and multiples of 10 represent many and 1,000
represents large numbers. 12,000 is the foundational large number while
144,000 represent the complete people of God in the bible.
133.
Note that the best names for new born babies are best given by the
Holy Spirit before their births. Examples of such names are: Jesus,
Makanjuola Akindele Owolabi (which means the real leader who should be
patient with self – control for wealth creation), Miracle or Divine, etc.
Nevertheless, some other names may be given after birth / new birth, for
example, Abraham after Abram.
134.
The Wise Men were the first to visit Jesus. Be a wise man! Read
about Joseph, earthly father of Jesus in an NLT table oh him around
Matthew Chapter 1. With God, our social position is of little importance
when He chooses who to use for His purpose. God uses the weak things
of the world to confound the strong!
135.
The enemy, for example, Herod becomes violently annoyed and
brutally violent when outsmarted. Read about Herod in an NLT table
around Matthew Chapter 3 and learn that great power brings neither
peace nor security and that no one can prevent God’s plan from being
carried out.
136.
The two main Messages of John, The Baptist were: (a) Repentance
and (b) Kingdom of God. Read the Gospel Accounts found only in the
Book of Matthew in an NLT table around Matthew Chapter 2.
137.
In the flesh, we should be humble and always acknowledge our
limitations as humans just like Jesus Christ, our Lord who accepted being
baptised by John and not claiming His right as Christ, our Lord and
Saviour.
138.
Whenever we are tempted, God’s Word is always our best or only
weapon of defeat against Satan. Read about the Temptation of Jesus in
an NLT table around Matthew Chapter 4.
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139.
Jesus Christ’s Earthly Ministry was about 3 things, namely, (a)
Preaching the Gospel of Good News, (b) Teaching about the Kingdom of
God and (c) Healing the Sick. Of course, sin is the ultimate terminal
sickness of the soul!
140.
In the Beatitudes, there are God’s Blessings in and for every right
action, thought, intention or motive of man or woman when done in
Righteousness. Read and meditate on the 8 Lessons from the “Sermon
on the Mount” in an NLT table around Matthew Chapter 5 including their
Old Testament anticipation, clashing worldly values, God’s reward and
how to develop the attitudes in the Beatitudes.
141.
Religiosity or being religious is not spirituality. Obedience to God is
the decisive factor. Never hide your light, salt, talent or gift but OBEY God
better than the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees. Read about
the six “Ways to Think like Jesus Christ” in an NLT table around Matthew
Chapter 5.
142.
The Golden Rule is to treat people with Love. Moreover, we should
not judge others. Read about “Jesus and the Old Testament Laws” in an
NLT table around Matthew Chapter 5.
143.
Everyone must wait and be called by the Holy Spirit before
Witnessing because Impartation always precedes Discipleship or
Witnessing.
144.
Learning from our Master Jesus Christ, we need Wisdom and Self –
control in order to provide appropriate answers to the questions of our
enemies. The best answers are God’s Word which is sharper than even a
two – edged sword!
145.
Learning from the Master also, we should remember to do our civic
duties, for example, payment of personal taxes, among others.
146.
Remember that there are Keys of the Kingdom, not just a single
magical master key! Learn these keys by studying and obeying God’s
Word with faith, hope and love.
147.
From Joseph, we realize the crucial importance of dreams and the
need to follow God’s instructions and for him not to divorce Mary. In a
dream, God directed Joseph not to divorce Mary, for example.
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148.
After fasting in the wilderness for 40 days and 40 nights, Jesus was
tempted with Food, Security (“jump”!) and Fame or Power (“worship
me”!). In summary, our Lord was tempted with 3 S’s of Supplies – food;
Security – protection; and Strength – power.
149.
Note the entrance into the scene of the Sons of Zebedee: Simon
Peter & Andrew; and later James & John. Read about Matthew in an NLT
table on him around Matthew Chapter 9. Moreover, read about “Counting
the Cost of Following Jesus Christ” in another NLT table around Matthew
Chapter10, including who may oppose us (as Government, Religious
people and Family), natural responses, possible pressures and the
needed truth.
150.
We should do our Giving in secret for best rewards as well as pray
in the secret while first trying to forgive others so that God will forgive us
also. Except, of course, in the few occasions of Revivals and Crusades for
public, open Evangelism.
151.
Heavenly treasures are really centred on the spiritual Heart, our
thoughts, intentions and emotions of love and not on material things.
152.
We should avoid Fear and Worry. However, we must fear only God
who can destroy both the body and the soul! Read the “Seven Reasons
Not to Worry” in an NLT table around Matthew Chapter 6. The same God
who created life in us can be trusted with the details of our lives.
Worrying shows a lack of faith in and understanding of God. Worrying
keeps us from the challenges that God wants us to pursue and living one
day at a time helps to keep us from being consumed with worry about
tomorrow!
153.
Prophets of God are identified by their fruits. Read about Pharisees
and Sadducees in an NLT table around Matthew Chapter 3 as well as
study their positive and negative characteristics.
154.
Faith and Trust in God are very essential. Jesus said “Go home,
what you have believed has happened”. Ask God for anything in line
with His will and trust in Him with complete faith and obedience.
155.
The fact is that the Pharisees actually planned to kill Jesus for doing
good and for exposing their religious ignorance with negative culture and
traditions that were hindrances to the people’s understanding of God and
the His requirement for the salvation of their souls.
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156.
The Sign of the Prophet Jonah in Matthew Chapter 12 is in the fish
that is Jesus Christ who was “killed on the Cross but resurrected after 3
days”.
157.
After Herod beheaded John, Jesus fed 5000 men and walked on
water about 3.00 am (in Matthew Chapter 14) but note Peter’s lack of faith
notwithstanding.
158.
Jesus said we should forgive 70 x 7 = 490 times! Read more about
Jesus and Forgiveness in an NLT table around Matthew Chapter 18. Jesus
not only taught frequently about forgiveness, he also demonstrated this
with several examples in the table. These should be an encouragement to
recognize his willingness to forgive us also.
159.
In Chapter Matthew Chapter 20 verses 25 - 28, note the
Transformational Servant Leadership style taught by Jesus rather than
the “Command and Control” leadership style more prevalent and popular
in the secular world.

WEEK 7
LEVITICUS 1 – 17.
PSALMS 18 – 20.
PROVERBS 9 – 10.
160.
For the purpose of purifying us, Water (for washing only) depicted
Baptism with acceptance of the Word of God which has the power for the
purification of life. Leviticus teaches about NEW WAY OF LIFE
DIFFERENT FROM EGYPT’S WAY OF LIFE! This is God’s Guide to
Transform or Change past ungodly ways of living. Starting from scratch,
God was teaching His people a whole new set of ways to live, cleansing
them from the many pagan practices they had learned in Egypt and,
thereby, restore True Worship to Himself alone.
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161.
Salt is a REMINDER of God’s Covenant (as Preserver of the
Covenant). It is also the Taste of Beauty that makes one nation different
from the other nations.
162.
Five Offerings are: Sin offering; Burnt offering for worship; Guilt
offering which is personal; Grain offering representing first fruit; and
Peace offering for Thanksgiving. In an NLT table around Leviticus
Chapter1, read about “The Offerings” including their Purpose,
Significance and Christ as the Perfect Offering with all Biblical references.
163.
For simplicity and for our sake, Jesus bypassed all these
complicated offerings and Old Testament rituals in order to make
atonement for sins of priests and the people before God. In an NLT table
around Leviticus Chapter 16, read about “Old / New Systems of Sacrifice”
with all Biblical references.
164.
The three things that needed to be sanctified with the anointing oil
are: (a) The Body. (b) The Temple. (c) The House.
165.
From the wisdom of God’s Word in Leviticus and for our health,we
should never eat Fat or Blood!
166.
Priests and servants of God must avoid alcoholic wines and
alcoholic drinks!
167.
We are advised to eat only animals with divided hooves and that
chew cud but not camels or pigs! Moreover, we should eat marine
animals with fins and scales only.
168.
We should not eat the Eagle, Vulture, Kite, Raven, Ostrich, Owl,
Stork or Bat but we may eat Grasshoppers and Locusts.
169.
Do not eat wild animals with paws or animals creeping on the
ground with several legs. Moreover, we should avoid eating lizards and
chameleons.
170.
The woman is unclean for 7 days after childbirth. We are to
circumcise all male babies on the eighth day and wait for 33 days (Total of
40 days).
171.
For contagious diseases, we should quarantine patients for 7 days
and, if necessary, for additional 7 days. For unclean people with skin deep lesions, white or open sores, we are to isolate them.
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172.
We must pay attention to skin cleansing, hand washing, bathing
with clean water and water – boiling by fire to destroy all contaminated
blankets, clothing and utensils. Remember that the priests also acted as
the physicians to perform examinations in the Leviticus period.
173.
The twin “Root causes” of diseases are “Sin & Rebellion to God”, in
this context, disregarding all the aforementioned guidelines on good
health and fitness .
174.
We should note the Scapegoat on the Day of Atonement. Jesus
Christ is the ultimate scapegoat for our atonement once and for all the
sins and rebellions of all mankind.
175.
There was prohibition against eating or drinking blood because
blood represents life and this, medically speaking, also actually
prevented some diseases called Zoonoses (for example, Ebola Fever).
Moreover, this was also to avoid paganism which uses blood for the false
“strength and virtues of the sacrificed animal”!
176.
All other unapproved types of sacrifices were for Evil spirits! They
represented idol worship, outside of God’s altar and they were outside of
His covenant arrangement for mankind.
177.
We should read and pray with Psalm 18 regularly for our safety and
deliverance from our enemies.
178.
Proverbs Chapter 9 verse 10: “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of
Wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results in Understanding”. Compare
this with Proverbs Chapter 1 verse 7: “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of
Knowledge. Only fools despise wisdom and discipline”. Moreover, we
should read about “God’s (seven pieces of) Advice about Money” in an
NLT table around Proverbs Chapter 11 with all Biblical references. For
example, we are to be generous in giving, avoid bribes, help the poor and
be careful about borrowing.
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WEEK 8.
LEVITICUS 18 – 27.
NUMBERS 1 – 7.
PROVERBS 11.
179.
Read Leviticus Chapter 18 for sexual offences. In particular, note
that God specifically forbids Incest and Homosexuality. Nevertheless,
God expects us to love the sinner while hating his or her sin!
180.
Leviticus Chapter 19 lays emphasis on Integrity, Personal holiness
and Love for neighbours and foreigners.
181.
“The Seven Festivals”, their importance and significance are listed
in an NLT Biblical Table around Leviticus Chapter 22. For example, while
Passover reminded the people of God’s deliverance, Day of Atonement
restored fellowship with God and Festival of Shelters renewed Israel’s
commitment to God and trust in His guidance and protection.
182.
Jubilee happens after 7 times 7 years and this is why the Golden 50th
Year is the Year of Release (Jubilee Anniversary). The Year of Jubilee was
meant to be celebrated every 50 years but there is no indication in the
Bible that it was ever carried out. If Israel had followed this practice
faithfully, they would have been a society without permanent poverty.
183.
The land regulations in Leviticus are for 50 or 100 years only
because land belongs to God permanently. (Note modern Jubilee Years of
Land Ownership in renewable Certificates of Land Occupancy for 50 or
100 years globally).
184.
In Leviticus Chapter 26, read the Blessings and Benefits of
Obedience to God and the Consequences of Disobedience to His
Commands. The people of the Old Testament were warned again and
again against worshiping idols. While we may wonder how they could
deceive themselves with these objects of wood and stone, we are also
guilty of idolatry when we make anything more important than God
including money, looks, success, reputation or security which are today’s
idols.
185.
The great summary of the complete Blessings on God’s People is
found in Numbers Chapter 6 verses 24 – 26: “May the Lord bless you and
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protect you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you. May the
Lord show you His favour and give you His peace”. Amen.
186.
All First Born children are special to God and they belong to God
Himself.
187.
Read Proverbs 11 concerning Integrity and Right Living, especially
verses 4, 21, 24, 25, 26 and 30. “Riches won’t help in the day of
judgement, but right living can save you from death…Evil people will
surely be punished, but the children of the godly will go free….The
generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be
refreshed. People curse those who hoard their grain, but they bless the
one who sells in time of need….The seeds of good deeds become a tree
of life; a wise person wins friends”.
188.
We are to act like people of God (avoiding cheating of all forms,
avoiding imitation of ungodly people also) as well as apply Holiness in
our personal conduct and behaviour while always remembering the poor
among us.
189.
Don’t defile the land; otherwise, the land will vomit and devour you!
We are to protect and care for the environment. Relevant Sustainable
Development Topics to address include Climate change; Deforestation,
land degradation and drought; Sustainable agriculture; Forests; Green
economy; Rural development; Water; Sanitation, among others.
190.
Our genuine devotion and praises to God attract increased
blessings always. Moreover, we should respect our elders always and
avoid the exploitation of foreigners in our communities.

WEEK 9.
NUMBERS 8 – 27.
PROVERBS 12 – 13.
191.
Levites (and Priests) from 25 – 50 years of age were set apart as
holy for God’s Sanctuary Services. Why were they supposed to retire at
age 50? Probably and more practically, because moving the Tabernacle
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and its furniture through the wilderness required strength and the
younger men were more suited for the work of lifting heavy items.
192.
Like Moses, modern great leaders should always wait for God’s
instructions as well as have a humble heart that is both sympathetic and
empathetic as servants and not as bosses of the people.
193.
The Trumpets or Bells of Summon (which were blown by the priests
alone) were for: Direction; Timing of Movements; Celebrations; and
Reminder of God’s Covenant with His people.
194.
In an NLT table around Numbers Chapter 11, read about the
consequences of “Israel’s Complaining” about their hardship instead of
praying about them; about lack of meat; being stuck in the wilderness
facing giants of the Promised Land; about Moses and Aaron’s authority;
that Moses and Aaron caused the deaths of Korah and conspirators;
about lack of water; and that God and Moses brought them into the
wilderness to suffer and die! For the last complaint, for example, the
result was that God sent poisonous snakes that killed many people and
seriously injured many others.
195.
The acronym “W.A.I.T!” means “What An Insightful Teaching!”.
Learn to wait on God’s Word. As we would see later this week, we must
realise that majority opinion is not an accurate measurement of right or
wrong in any society thereby exposing one of the possible shortcomings
of democracy by the citizens with wrong or corrupt attitudes!
196.
The main Lesson in Leviticus is “Focus on God’s Promised Land in
Faith” and avoid focussing on Egypt or our past!
197.
Any gathering which is “Anti Authority” is bad ; this is clarified
further by Paul in Romans Chapter 13 verses 1 – 3. We must avoid this
dangerous attitude always.
198.
After wise advice, Moses chose seventy leaders with the same
request and outpouring of the Lord’s Spirit and Anointing on them and
with no jealousy spirit but rather with a very humble and loving leadership
attitude and team spirit.
199.
In Numbers Chapter 12, we see clearly Moses’ heart of love and his
prayers of forgiveness after Mirian’s opposition to him (after Mirian’s
Leprosy as consequence on him) as well as after Aaron’s opposition to
him as a leader from Almighty God who, indeed, is a God of Love.
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200.
In Numbers Chapter 13 (where the twelve scouts including Caleb
and Joshua explored Canaan) , we learn seven Lessons before we
undertake any important project or task as follows: (a) Examine the land
– for self discovery first. (b) Follow the right way under the direction of
God. (c) The above two lessons also have tremendous economic gains
and advantages even in modern businesses. (d) They also allow us to
have the necessary social acceptance by all people involved or
concerned. (e)We must specify the duration of the task (here 40 days) but
the consequence of disobedience to God’s leading would be heavy (40
years instead of 40 days here), exactly one whole year for each day of
disobedience or contempt of God as the scale of His punishment! (f)
Gather all your data and facts, positive or negative for a “SWOT” Analysis
of Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and Threats. (g) we should learn to
give accurate reports and positive testimonies like Caleb and Joshua,
trusting only in God without fear but with absolute faith in Him alone.
201.
Don’t treat God with contempt like the other 10 scouts and don’t
tempt God because His judgement is sure and certain. Accordingly, we
must avoid rebellion, conspiracy and complaining. Moreover, we should
not incite rebellion against leaders because this would bring destruction.
Furthermore, we should not follow the crowd to do evil but stand up for
the truth always. Please read seven things about “Teaching and Learning
plus Wise Learners versus Foolish Failures” in in an NLT table on the
subject around Proverbs Chapter 12.
Significantly, all those above 20 years died in the wilderness! Korah and
his fellow 250 conspirators against Moses were swallowed by the earth!
Thus, disobedience always leads to plagues and deaths as Pharaoh and
these Israelites show and even the priests’ disobedience led to the
people’s ultimate destruction.
202.
Sometimes in life, we get to a place where there is no water
(signifying comfort), a place of dryness, challenges or troubles and we
must then turn to God for the right decisions to move forward.
203.
Four Tips for Church Planting or Crusades are as follows: (a) Talk to
the local king or traditional ruler of the place, first. (b) Give the history
about yourself and your mission to the king. (c) Seek their local opinions
and allow them to voice their minds to you. (d) If you are not allowed by
the king or people, go away without fighting anyone.
204.
If your concerns in life centre only on “Food and Drinks”, you will
make mistakes concerning your real purpose for living!
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205.
Note the King of Edom’s obstacle to Israel. Nothing good comes
without opposition. Every opportunity has an opposition and every
opposition has an opportunity in life.
206.
Eleazor, son of disobedient Aaron, received Aaron’s priestly
garment before dying. God is interested in the continuity of His work on
earth and so must we be interested about the continuity of God’s
Kingdom assignment until the Lord’s Second Coming.
207.
As a medical sign of healing, the bronze snake on a pole was for
healing against snake bites or against poisons in the wilderness. This
sign is used till date by medical doctors and hospitals. In an NLT table
around Numbers Chapter 22, read about “The Snake in the Wilderness”
with five comparisons between Israelites and Christians bitten by snakes
and sin, respectively.
208.
King Sihon’s attack against God’s people led to his defeat and the
Ammorites were captured. Note Balak’s request to Balaam to curse God’s
people as king of Moabites in Numbers Chapter 23 verse 23: “ No curse
can touch Jacob and no sorcery has any power against Israel”. Blessed is
anyone who blesses us and cursed is anyone who curses us in Jesus
Name. Note Balaam’s blessings and prophecies for Israel as well as
destruction for their enemies instead!
209.
Be careful where you go; you might be tricked by the enemy! Moab
seduced Israel and 24,000 people died. Phinehas’s zeal was, however,
rewarded to stop the plague in Numbers Chapter 25 verse 7.
210.
The Israelites complained wrongly that God and Moses brought
them into the wilderness. They failed to recognize that their problems
were self - induced by their disobedience. So God in His judgement sent
poisonous snakes to injure and kill them. The voice of the minority is
often not given a hearing. Nevertheless, the truth cannot be measured by
the numbers in agreement. God is Truth. In Numbers Chapter14 verse 24,
God promised Caleb: “But my servant Caleb is different from the others.
He has remained loyal to me and I will bring him into the land he explored
and his descendants will receive their full share of that land”. This shows
a clear difference between Goal and Greed. What does God say? (Not
what do the experts and friends or sycophants say?). There is, indeed, a
fine line between our goal and our greed. Are you willing to stand alone
on the side of God’s truth? Finally, note that Caleb was not so much a
man of great faith as a man of faith in a great God and his boldness rested
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on his understanding of a faithful God. This comes from prior study,
understanding and belief in the Scriptures. Read about Caleb in an NLT
table on him around Numbers Chapter 15, about Korah in an NLT table
around Numbers Chapter 16; about Eleazar in an NLT table around
Numbers Chapter 20; and about Balaam in an NLT table around Numbers
Chapter 22.
211.
From Proverbs Chapters 12 - 13, there are Five Lessons and
insights: (a) Hard work means prosperity - Proverbs 12 verse 11. (b) Keep
your word because God loves that. (c) Wealth from hard work grows Proverbs 13 verse 11. (d) Accept criticisms to receive or get honour –
Proverbs 13 verse 18. Finally, (e) Discipline your children to prove that
you really love them before it is too late for them.

WEEK 10.
MATTHEW 21 – 28.
MARK 1 – 9.
212.
Around Luke Chapter 22 with further NLT explanations in a table on
“Jesus’ Trial”, we should read the Six Trials of Jesus: (a) Before Annas,
powerful ex – high priest; (b) before Caiaphas, ruling high priest; (c)
before Sanhedrin, the high council; (d) before Pilate, highest Roman
authority; (e) before Herod, ruler of Galilee; and finally, (f) before Pilate .
213.
Learn from Jesus’ encounter with the dry fig tree that “Faith to move
mountains” was and is still critical and essential for God’s answers to our
prayers or prayerful voices.
214.
The story of investments in the ratio of 5 : 2 : 1 bags of gold for the
three servants shows that we should neither be lazy nor waste God’s
resources and talents. Otherwise, we become wicked and lazy servants
on judgement day! We must not hide our talents and gifts no matter how
small they appear to us.
215.
We should join the obedient sheep on God’s right hand and not the
goats on His left hand, depicting the eternal salvation for the obedient and
the eternal punishment for the disobedient.
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216.
Jesus was perfumed in the home of the leprous person, Simon! Our
perception of our environment is not a true index or reflection of our true
or inner state of purity.
217.
Even today, Disciples of Christ should avoid purchases of “Field of
Blood” with their sinful (in this case 30) pieces of silver like Judas who
decided and chose to be a fake and disobedient disciple of Christ.
218.
After Jesus was baptised in the Jordan River, He spent 40 days in
the wilderness for separation to be with the Father and to symbolise our
need for repentance and necessary separation to live righteously with
fasting and constant prayers as Christians.
219.
The Six Prominent Jewish Political & Religious Groups listed in an
NLT table around Mark Chapter 2 along with their agreements and
disagreements with Jesus are: Pharisees; Sadducees; Teachers of
Religious Law; Supporters of Herod; Zealots; and Essenes, a monastic
group that emphasized justice, honesty and commitment as well as
believing that their ceremonial rituals made them righteous!
220.
In Mark Chapter 2 in Capernaum, the paralyzed man lowered
through the roof was healed in response to the faith of friends. Great faith
always gives one the authority over and the spiritual power to command
the demons and evil forces causing sickness and diseases. Prayerful and
faithful medical doctors can make a lot of difference to their patients’
illnesses.
221.
In an NLT table around Mark Chapter 3, read about the 12 Apostles
including their occupation and major life events, what Jesus said about
them, key lessons from their lives and all Biblical references They are
Simon Peter; James, son of Zebedee; John; Andrew; Philip;
Bartholomew; Matthew; Thomas; James, son of Alpheus; Thaddeus;
Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus Christ.
222.
Who is the mother, brother or sister of Jesus? Answer: Anyone who
does the Will of God!
223.
In another response to great faith, the woman who was bleeding for
twelve years was healed. “Your faith has made you well”, Jesus said.
224.
The 12 year old daughter of Jairus, leader of the synagogue, “dead
or sleeping” was raised from the dead by Jesus Christ who can also
restore to life all living and material things in the world today.
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225.
Unbelief actually limited Jesus’ power in Nazareth, his home town.
Nevertheless, never forget your home town or your own people as you
serve God, not minding their unbelief, derision or despising of the Gospel
that you preach.
226.
From 5 loaves and 2 fish, 5000 men were fed. Later, 4000 were fed
from 7 loaves in two different, classical miracles of Jesus Christ.
227.
The Pharisees, Sadducees, Leaders & Teachers of religious law
replaced God’s commands with man – made teachings such as hand
washing before meals instead of emphasizing inner purity and
righteousness.
228.
Accordingly, these people were called 3 names, namely, (a)
Hypocrites (people living lawless double lives); (b) Vipers & Snakes
(people with their poisonous deceit); and (c) Wolves (people tearing apart,
destroying and bringing divisions in the flock). Christ’s three – fold
prescriptions in Matthew Chapter 23 verse 23 are: (a) Justice , doing
right things the right way; (b) Mercy , that is Love; and (c) Faith in God
alone. The Pharisees are like sign posts “Far to See” and Sadducees
“Sad to See” !
229.
Note genuine versus fake worship of God: We are defiled by our
“Thought Life” which makes us acceptable or not acceptable to God. This
refers to my “TIE” acronym for Thoughts, Intentions & Emotions (of either
love or wickedness).
230.
In Mark Chapter 7, everything Jesus did was wonderful! What a God
of Wonders that we worship at Wondernet Ministry International,
networking ordinary people into extraordinary professionals, youths and
families by using the Word of God. Visit www.wondernet-ministry.org
231.
We must untie our donkey for three purposes spiritually: (a) For our
Economic / agricultural purpose; (b) For Transportation; and (c) For food
figuratively.
232.
Like Jesus, we should learn to sweep and clean God’s Temple
(representing the Heart and Lives of distracting traders and money
changers in the Church) because it must remain a “House of Prayer”.
233.
Being hungry confirmed that Jesus was also human as well being
our God. Read about Jesus’ Last Words on the Cross in an NLT table
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around Matthew Chapter 27 and about Six Reasons How Jesus Trial was
Illegal (humanly speaking) in another NLT table around Matthew Chapter
28.
234.
We must not judge who will or will not enter heaven because some
who seem unlikely by human reasoning will actually be there before many
self righteous and arrogant “Christians”. Many are called but few are
chosen!
235.
Learn from Jesus: our Critics will go away when we answer them
with wisdom and humility thereby making them ashamed. Proverbs
Chapter 26 verse 5 says: “When arguing with fools, be sure to answer
their foolish arguments, or they will become wise in their own estimation”
236.
But when accused later, Jesus said nothing in His defence and left
judgement to God. Proverbs Chapter 26 verse 4 says: “When arguing with
fools, don’t answer their foolish arguments, or you will become as foolish
as they are”.
237.
Heaven recognises always and counts for us all our good deeds
towards others on earth. We should do good always in order to store up
treasures in heaven.
238.
For one another and in order to grow in spiritual power, we must
“stay and watch” as well as “watch and pray” in the power of the Holy
Spirit regularly.
239.
There are four main reasons for which people came to Jesus. These
include : (a) To know Him; (b) to hear Him preach and teach; (c) To
receive His miracles; (d) To have a “Touch with Jesus” for their
transformational change. Example for all these reasons is the woman with
bleeding for twelve years.
240.
There are four lessons from John the Baptist. These include: (a)
When called by God, location (in the wilderness) is not a barrier to
success. (b) His main message was baptism and repentance from sin.
(c) He acknowledged the superiority of Jesus over him. (d) He was
beheaded when he ventured outside his place of calling (from the
wilderness, he went to the palace!).
241.
The demons in just one man drowned 2000 pigs in a classical
demonstration of convertibility of spiritual energy into physical energy !
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242.
To every sickness or disease, there is a spiritual dimension or root
cause. Indeed, the World Health Organisation (W.H.O) defines health as
not just the absence of disease but rather as a state of physical, mental,
social and spiritual well being.
243.
From Proverbs Chapter 4 : 23, our Heart or “TIE” acronym (meaning
Thoughts, Intentions & Emotions) is most precious to God; Accordingly,
guard it above all else. Indeed, the whole purpose of God’s Word which is
His Spirit is to influence or transform our thoughts, intentions and
emotions, most especially for the love for God and for our neighbours.

WEEK 11.
NUMBERS 28 – 36.
DEUTERONOMY 1 – 9.
244.
Note the Festivals: of Daily offering; of Trumpets; Offering for Day of
Atonement & Offering for Festival of Shelters.
245.
Vows and pledges are important including the power of agreement
between husband and wife as true “FRIEND” : “ Fully Reliable In Each
New Difficulty”.
246.
Learn to keep accurate records. Moses kept detailed records of the
journey through the wilderness, through Jordan and to Canaan.
247.
In Numbers Chapter 35, we should note the basis for most of today’s
prisons’ and judicial laws or reforms especially the motive factor in legal
judgements.
248.
The allowance or permission for inter-marriages was to protect the
land within and for the ancestral tribe’s continued ownership of the land.
249.
We are the new Sacrifice to be offered to God, not the old bulls,
goats, etc. Our Praises and Worship must be offered to God in Truth and
in Spirit.
250.

Every first day of the month is the “Day of Presentation” to God.
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251.
Three leadership criteria by Moses from Almighty God are Wisdom;
Understanding; and Good Reputation.
252.
Moses made carefully kept Historical Summary of the History of
Israel into Canaan to document his and their collective progress for three
reasons: (a) To refer and take them back to their root. (b) To offer
guidance for the present and for the future. (c) To help them note and
remember their enemies, thereby offering the necessary perspectives to
tackle them successfully.
253.
Moses urged Obedience to God’s Laws & regulations because, as
Christians too, we thereby gain wisdom and display enviable intelligence
to the world.
254.
21.

Read and meditate on the 10 Commandments in Deuteronomy 5: 6 –

255.
From Deuteronomy 5: 29 & 6: 24, the only secret for Prosperity and
our well – being is Obedience to God’s Laws & Regulations.
256.
The summary of all the laws and regulations in Deuteronomy 6
verses 4 – 5 is to love God whole – heartedly and to obey His laws, that is,
love him with our heart, soul, mind and strength.
257.
In an NLT table around Deuteronomy Chapter 9, read about the 7
Levels of Obedience to God are listed as follows: Heart; Will; Mind; Body;
Finances; Future; and Worship.
258.
From Deuteronomy Chapter 8: 16 – 18 and repeated in Chapter 9: 4 –
6, God’s provisions and our salvation, protection and blessings are not as
a result of our righteousness but because of the rewards of our enemies’
wickedness as well as His response and remembrance of His promises to
our ancestors.
259.
As a result of the aforementioned, there were 4 things God did for
Israel which we can appropriate by faith today as follows: (a) Economic
prosperity. (b) Acceptance and envy by other nations. (c) Increased
dedication in their religious worship of God. (d) Military conquests of their
enemies.
260.
Remember to create some private time for personal quiet time and
worship of God as His Holy & solemn assembly before Him. Use
Deuteronomy 9: 26 – 29 for prayers to Almighty God.
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WEEK 12.
DEUTERONOMY 10 – 29.
261.
Obedience to God generates Power & Strength for our success and
victory in life thereby reaping all His blessings and avoiding the curses of
disobedience.
262.
Never shave your head for the sake of the dead! This tradition
attracts deadly consequences.
263.
The purpose of Tithe (to be eaten collectively with love in God’s
presence) is to teach us to fear God always and to factor His interest as a
minimum of ten percent into how we disburse His blessings and
prosperity for us.
264.
Regular Bible reading with meditation is to prevent pride and
behaving as if we are above fellow beings. After all, true humility and the
fear of God generates all our riches, honour and long life (Proverbs
Chapter 22 verse 4).
265.
It is wrong to post newly wedded pastors and people away from
their new brides. This would disrupt Godly family lives among His
servants.
266.
God cares more for Foreigners, Orphans and Widows; so should we.
.
267.
There is death sentence for wives who damage the private parts of
their husbands!
268.
In Deuteronomy Chapter 27, note the prominence and centrality of
God’s Word before any temple offering and worship. His Word is the
foundation of true worship.
269.
In Deuteronomy Chapter 28, note the 14 Blessings of Obedience and
the 48 Curses of Disobedience. Moreover, note Deuteronomy 29: 19 “Let
none of those who hear the warnings of this curse consider themselves
immune, thinking “ I am Safe”, even though I am walking in my own
stubborn way. This would lead to utter ruin!”
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270.
Preparation is the key to success in all human endeavours and
pursuits. Remember 5 P’s (“Proper preparation prevents poor
performance” or “Poor preparation produces poor performance”).
271.
The 5 things God requires of us are: (a) Fear Him. (b) Live according
to His will. (c) Learn to love God genuinely. (d) Worship Him with all your
heart. (e) Obey all His commands & laws.
272.
The 4 Blessings of this obedience are: (a) Strength to occupy our
promised land. (b) Power to live and enjoy long life. (c) Plenty of rain –
prosperity. (d) His protection and watch over us.
273.
Like Moses, we need to return to God and meet Him on His Holy
Mountain in order to see him face – to – face and experience His glory.
274.
From Deuteronomy 12: 3, there are 5 components of idle places of
worship to destroy idol / pagan altars: (a) Breakdown the altars not of
God. (b) Smash their sacred pillars. (c) Burn their Asherah poles
supporting these pagan altars. (d) Cut down and destroy carved idols
which are evil attention or priority getters above God. (e) Totally erase the
names and remembrance of these idols and pagan gods.
275.
Don’t be afraid of the mighty enemies because God is with us
always – Amen. Let the consciousness of faith guarantee your comfort
and peace in your hearts.

WEEK 13.
DEUTERONOMY 30 – 34.
JOSHUA 1 – 13 (BOOK OF VICTORIES).
276.
Read about Rahab, the prostitute in an NLT table around Joshua
Chapter 6. She was saved and she saved her family also. We become
saved by Christ in order to save other souls starting from those around
us. Note that Rehab did not let fear affect her faith in God’s ability to
deliver her.
277.
Always leave behind a Memorial as proof of God’s wonders (for
example, the 12 men took 12 stones from the middle of Jordan river).
50

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
Note that the crossing of River Jordan was on the 10th day of the 1st
month.
278.
Gilgal is the Place where God rolled away the Shame of Israel’s
slavery in Egypt. Note that there are two main reasons for reading the
Bible especially to youths and children. The first in Deuteronomy Chapter
30 verse 19 : “Do this so that your children who have not known these
laws will hear them and will learn to fear the Lord your God. Do this as
long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to occupy”.
The second reason is in Deuteronomy Chapter 31 verse 13 : “These
instructions are not mere words – they are your life! By obeying them
you will enjoy a long life in the land you are crossing the Jordan River to
occupy”.
279.
As a mark of leadership integrity and honesty, Joshua kept the
promise made to Rahab, the prostitute. Keep your promises no matter
how difficult. Moreover, in an NLT table around Joshua Chapter 3, read
about Joshua thereby learning that effective leadership is often the
product of good preparation and encouragement. Moreover, the persons
after whom we pattern ourselves will have a definite effect on us; a
person committed toGod provides the best model for us.
280.
Achan stole some gods secretly and thereby broke God’s covenant
(causing sin in Tribe of Judah). He was killed and stoned in the Valley of
Trouble. He sinned by disobeying Joshua’s instructions by stealing
things forbidden (a beautiful rope, 200 coins and one pound of gold).
281.
The ambush attack on Ai is a model of modern military tactics and
strategy for victory in battle both physically and spiritually. Lesson: Don’t
fight any war in life without a good strategy. God’s work done in God’s
way will bring His success. The standard for success, however, is not set
by the society around us but by God’s Word.
282.
Joshua signed a deceptive treaty with the people of Gibeon,
Kephirah Beeroth and Kiriathjearin. He did not destroy them and there
were consequences for their deception!
283.
Five Amorite kings ganged up to attack Gibeon from Israel’s camp at
Gilgal. With God, however, uncommon victory was guaranteed. The
lesson is that in all our lives, we must do battle with our enemies but we
should rely only on the Lord’s Word for guidance and direction in order to
gain uncommon victories. Otherwise, failure would be inevitable no
matter how strong we may be because our desires would still be in the
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hands of unrighteous people for “safe keeping” until God’s perfect
timing.
284.
There was yet another gang up of Northern kings but it was defeated
by Joshua and the warriors of Israel. They listened to God and obeyed
Him this time. After every victory, be prepared for new gang ups!
285.
At the west side of River Jordan, 31 kings and their cities were
destroyed (the tribes of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites,
Hivites & Jebusites). The lesson is that we would have victory in all areas
of our life battles whenever we obey God. We may stumble but we will not
fall (Psalm 37 verse 24).
286.
Returning to God in sincere repentance for our sins restores our
salvation, fortunes, honour and blessings from God always. Genuine
repentance and obedience of God’s Word are the keys to restorations.
287.
God gives us four choices in life, namely, Prosperity or Disaster;
Life or Death (Deuteronomy Chapter 30 verse 15).
288.
From Joshua Chapter 1 verses 6 – 9, Strength and Courage are the
main keys to victories in life. We should also learn the lesson of Transfer
of Leadership from Moses to Joshua and learn to pronounce blessings
always on our followers or successors so as to carry on the assignment
into the next generation. Leadership success without a successor or
follower is actually a failure!
289.
The three assignments God gave Joshua are: Study, Meditate and
Obey the Word of God, the Holy Bible just as we do for two hours every
week at Wondernet Ministry International , listening to God’s Word being
read aloud in a yearly program that covers the entire NLT Bible in 52
weeks! This book is published to assist this program of yearly complete
Holy Bible study.
290.
Learn to spy the land (and this is called Reconnaissance militarily)
before attempting to conquer any land.
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WEEK 14.
JOSHUA 14 – 24.
JUDGES 1 – 3.
PSALM 21 – 24.
PROVERBS 14 – 17.
291.
There is always some inheritance for every child of God in terms of
lands, riches, kingdom salvation and numerous blessings but these are
not available equally (they are given in proportion to our inheritance and
abilities or roles). These blessings included pasture lands and towns with
clear boundaries to promote loyalty and unity in order not to weaken or
cheat any tribe (Federation of Israel!). Note that as a leader, Joshua took
the last inheritance from the Israelites willingly.
292.
Joshua gave Hebron to Caleb on the latter’s request for the land of
the Anakites. Other people including women who requested for additional
lands were also given those lands. Lesson: Make your requests known to
God openly in prayers and tongues or voices instead of via complaining
in silence or murmuring.
293.
Judah could not and did not drive out the Jebusites in Jerusalem.
This led to problems till this date. Lesson: What you fail to drive out in life
will soon challenge or dominate your life and future generations!
294.
Joshua Chapter 22: 15 “But be very careful to obey all the
commands and the law that Moses gave to you. Love the Lord your God,
walk in all His ways, obey His commands, be faithful to Him, and serve
Him with all your heart and all your soul”. This final charge by Joshua to
Israel involves five things: (a) Love God. (b) Walk in all His ways. (c) Obey
His commands totally. (d) Be faithful totally but only to God. (e) Serve Him
with all your heart, strength, soul and mind.
295.
Although God will always raise a man to rescue a Nation, obedience
to God is the only thing that brings rest round about on every side of life.
Accordingly, be “Faithful, Strong & Careful” in this obedience, not with
doubt, weakness or carelessness in living.
296.
A memorial altar (called Witness Altar), not a worship altar was built
west of the Jordan River by the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half – tribe of
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Manasseh. This action did not distract from the single National worship
altar of God at this period.
297.
Around Judges Chapter 2 , read the NLT table about the Twelve
Judges and their Memorable Acts and Lessons (especially about idolatry
causing military failures of Israel , also including the NLT table about the
twelve reasons why Israel wanted to worship idols!) The four main
functions of the Judges were (a) Deliverance, (b) Provision of peace in the
land, (c) Israel’s Fame and Power, and (d) Good leadership on God’s
behalf.
298.
Around Proverbs Chapter 14, read the NLT table on Comparison and
Contrasts between Wisdom and Foolishness, especially the several
characteristics, reputation and results of The Wise versus The Foolish
with all biblical references. Moreover, around Psalm 22, read the NLT
table on Christ in the Psalms with all biblical references to Christ &
Fulfilment in the New Testament also. Furthermore, around Psalm 25,
read the NLT table on Psalms to Learn and Love. Finally, around Proverbs
Chapter 18, read the NLT table on Humility and Pride with Results and
biblical references.

WEEK 15.
JUDGES 4 – 21.
299.
Deborah, a prophetess, was the 4th and only female Judge in Israel.
Read about her in an NLT table around Judges Chapter 4. God chooses
leaders by His standards, not ours and truly wise leaders choose good
helpers also.
300.
Read also about Gideon, a farmer and son of Joash as the 5th Judge
in the NLT table around Judges Chapter 7. He rescued Israel from the
Midianites with only 300 men divided into 3 groups, showing that God
does not need or work with multitudes! Judges Chapter 7 verse 22 says:
“When the 300 Israelites blew their ram’s horns, the lord caused the
warriors in the camp to fight against each other”. What a wonderful God!
301.
God can use anybody, man or woman, to deliver a nation and the
victory over the enemy makes one much stronger. God uses us inspite of
our limitations and failures. His greatest qualities are His Holiness and
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total, unconditional Forgiveness for those who accept Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour.
302.
Abimelech (a slave woman’s son) ruled over Shechem as the first
self – declared king of Israel who was overconfident and power hungry as
well as ruthless (he killed 69 of 70 half – brothers!).
303.
Jephthar, son of Gilead (son of a prostitute) was a brilliant warrior
and military strategist controlled by God’s Spirit in Gilead but he made a
rash vow which was very costly. A person’s background does not prevent
God from working powerfully in his or her life.
304.
Jephthar defeated the Ammonites but pledged the first thing coming
out of his house and that was his daughter and only child! Don’t make
rash vows that could be very costly!
305.
Around Judges Chapter 14, read the NLT table about Samson who
was dedicated to God as a Nazirite from birth and he freed Israel from
Philistine’s oppression. Samson, however, confided in wrong people and
used his gifts and abilities unwisely! Great strength in one area of life
does not make up for great weaknesses in other areas.
306.
God can use a man of faith like Samson in spite of his mistakes.
Samson still killed 1,000 men with the jawbone of a donkey and he was
Israel’s judge for 20 years. Delilah was promised 1,100 pieces of silver
from each leader to gouge out Samson’s eyes by the Philistines. Indeed,
the book of Judges is a Circle of Evil.
307.
Jerusalem was called Jebus. Recurrently, Israel went back to
idolatry as a disobedient and unfaithful generation. These recurrent sins
had severe consequences in their individual and collective lives. God’s
forgiveness does not delete the consequences of sin because He is a God
of “Justice, Mercy and Faithfulness” (Matthew Chapter 23, verse 23).
308.
Like Jephthar, your shameful background cannot and will not
determine your future destiny by God. Although he was bitter over the
treatment he received from his half – brothers and made a rash vow, he
was still controlled by God’s Spirit and he is, indeed, listed in the Hall of
Faith in Hebrews Chapter 11.
309.
Like Samson, whatever happens to us is for a purpose by God but a
carefree lifestyle would always attract our enemies. Moreover, note that
Homosexuality did not start today.
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310.
Judah was always selected to lead in the battles. Judah means
Praise. Accordingly, praises to God Almighty should always be in our
hearts in order to ensure or secure our uncommon victories in the battles
of life.

WEEK 16.
MARK 10 – 16.
LIKE 1 – 8.
311.
Beware of people’s behaviour; their questions and interests in you
may just be a trap!
312.
Jesus valued children. Don’t despise little children; appreciate them
because of their humble faith, total submission, easily forgiven nature,
innocent and good hearts (thoughts, intentions and emotions). In
summary, children display simplicity and receptivity. Around Mark
Chapter 11, read the NLT table on twelve “Key Characteristics of Jesus
Christ In the Gospels”.
313.
Note the global electromagnetic and divine Networking of Almighty
God as baby John leaped and moved inside the womb of Elizabeth at the
presence of Mary who was carrying Jesus Christ’s pregnancy.
314.
Simeon’s exemplary service of God in the Temple and his waiting
for God as a devout and righteous man filled with the Holy Spirit, is worth
emulating while, like him, we should eagerly expect the Messiah to come
no matter what we are going through.

315.
Rewards of following Christ are Material Prosperity as well as a
Godly relationship and fellowship with our spiritual family or children of
God that He has made available to us with the fruit of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control
(Galatians Chapter 5, verse 22).
316.
What do you want to lay or pour on the Messiah’s feet when you
meet Him?
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317.
It is hard, although not impossible, for wealth – focused and very
rich men to enter the kingdom of God. With God, however, everything is
possible.
318.
After James and John’s desires to seat next to Jesus, He taught us
in Mark Chapter 10 : 43 on the concept of the prescribed
Transformational Servant Leadership style which is prescribed by Jesus
Christ.
319.
For Signs & Wonders, “If you say so (Peter speaking), we will try
AGAIN (with additional or improved Faith and Obedience to God’s Word).
To get our desired miracles from God, we should persevere and try again
and again to obey His Word.
320.
To blind Bartimaeus, the beggar, Jesus said: “Go your way, your
faith has healed you”. Indeed, the violent takes it by force!
321.

Faith can and will move mountains only after we FORGIVE!

322.
The religious leaders desired and preferred the traditions and
culture of “Trading and Doing Business” for personal gains under the
cover of church worship or religion as well as the wicked extortions and
corruption within the Temple. Jesus was referring to them in the “Wicked
Tenant Farmers” parable. Thus, because Jesus challenged their perverted
ignorance, culture and tradition of commercial religion, the religious
leaders planned and killed sinless Jesus!
323.
In Mark Chapter 12: 26, the most important Commandment is to love
God and love our neighbour with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.
324.
From Mark Chapter 13: 13, note that “Everyone will hate you
because of your allegiance to me. But those who endure to the end will be
saved”. Moreover, only God the Father knows the exact time of Jesus
Christ’s Second Return; so let nobody deceive us!
325.
The Book of Luke was written to present an accurate account and
present Jesus Christ as the “Perfect Human Being without Limitations”
and as “Saviour of Mankind”. Around Luke Chapter 12, read the NLT
tables on “What Jesus Said about Love” and “Evidences That Jesus
Actually Died and Arose”.
326.
In the Book of Luke Chapter 4 , Jesus was tempted for 40 days in the
wilderness preparatory to beginning His ministry in Galilee. He was tested
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thrice with (a) Food; (b) Possession (government resources and earthly
possessions); and (c) Protection or personal security issues. He was
tempted, first, as part of human experience. Secondly, He had to undo
Adam’s work of giving in to temptation and passing sin on to the whole
human race. Jesus, however, resisted Satan and His victory offers
salvation to all of Adam’s descendants in Romans Chapter 5, verses 12 –
19.
327.
Jesus often withdrew into the wilderness for prayers in order to
communicate with Almighty God in Luke Chapter 5: 16. Do likewise
regularly as you observe quiet times with God alone.
328.
In Luke Chapter 6 verses 12 – 16, Jesus prayed all night before the
great task of choosing His 12 disciples. Do likewise before important
assignments for divine guidance.
329.
For courage under persecution and hatred, read Luke Chapter 6: 22
– 23 “God blesses you who are hated and excluded and mocked and
cursed because you are identified with me, the Son of Man. When that
happens, rejoice! Yes, leap for joy! For a great reward awaits you in
heaven...”.
330.
Love your enemies to show that you are a Christian. Luke Chapter 6:
35 – 36 “Love your enemies! ........be kind to the wicked.......be
compassionate.... Lend to them....”. Love means Action. One way to put
love to work is to take the initiative in meeting people’s specific needs,
even those who dislike us or hurt us.
331.
Regarding the giving of gifts which shall return to you, see Luke
Chapter 6: 38 “If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return back to
you in full measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for
more, and running over. Whatever measure you use in giving – large or
small – it will be used to measure what is given back to you”. Remember,
however, that increased level of forgiveness leads to increased show of
more love for Jesus Christ.
332.
Avoid commercializing the church or ministry under any
circumstances whatsoever and follow Jesus Christ’s example for
boldness and courage to drive out the money changers, temple traders
and corrupt syndicates in the church of Christ world – wide.
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WEEK 17.
RUTH 1 – 4.
1 SAMUEL 1 – 12.
PSALM 25 – 28.
PROVERBS 18.
333.
The Book of Ruth is a story of Love, Loyalty and Kindness (Proverbs
Chapter 3, verse 3). It is the story of God’s grace in the midst of difficult
circumstances.
334.
It is the story of God’s Grace in difficult circumstances, showing
how three people (Ruth, Naomi – Mara which means bitter and Boaz from
Moab to Jerusalem) remained strong in love and character as well as true
to God even with the prevailing societal collapse, evil and wickedness
around them. Read the NLT table around Ruth Chapter 1 on Ruth & Naomi
as well as the NLT table around Ruth Chapter 2 on Boaz.
335.
Boaz was a man of honour with a lot of barley grain being harvested
in his farm. He was a man with integrity as he waited after a closer relative
in the family of Ruth’s late husband had the first go at marrying her.
336.
Obed is the first son of Boaz and Ruth. Obed was the father of Jesse
who was the father of David through whose lineage the Messiah came
eventually as God had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
337.
Samuel means “I asked the Lord for him”. Hannah was the barren
wife of Elkanah. Eli was the priest of the Tabernacle in Shiloh.
338.
Eli’s sons ( Hophni & Phinehas) were killed by the Philistines who
captured the Ark of the Lord for seven months.
339.
At Mizpah, Samuel became Israel’s Judge and he had his first
victory over the Philistines at Ebenezer which is “Stone of help”.
340.
Read 1 Samuel Chapter 12:22 (along with similar message in Psalm
37: 21 about the steps of the righteous therein) that “The Lord will not
abandon His chosen people, for that would dishonour His great name”.
God is love; He will never abandon those who love and obey Him.
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341.
Read Proverbs Chapter 18, verse 9 that “A lazy person is as bad as
someone who destroys things”; verse 13:“What a shame, what folly, to
give advice before listening to the facts”; and verse 15: “Intelligent people
are always open to new ideas. In fact, they look for them”. These verses
mean that real intelligence manifests with new and bright ideas.
342.
Another lesson from Ruth is that we should not depart from or leave
one another (especially in heathen environments) until God tells us.
Moreover, note the fate of Elimelech who went to Moab without asking
from God.
343.
There are seven nice character issues and good lessons to learn
from Ruth as follows: (a) Faithfulness of Ruth to Naomi, her mother – in law. (b) Show of love and kindness to Naomi. (c) Ruth was sincere, not
hypocritical. (d) Ruth worked very hard. (e) Ruth was humble and feared
God and this was what attracted her to Boaz. (f) Our life is actually a
testimony as people are watching us just as Boaz watched Ruth. (g) We
should always follow the instructions of wise mentors and Godly
mentors, for example, Naomi as mentor to Ruth.
344.
We should be good and very hospitable to strangers like Boaz
because that may be the avenue for our destiny’s breakthrough. Little did
Boaz realize that Ruth will be his future wife!
345.
Salmon is the name of the man who married Rehab, the prostitute in
the book of Joshua. Rehab gave birth to Boaz. Our past is not a block to
God’s mighty power of salvation through His grace.
346.
There is a lesson from the Book of 1 Samuel that despite any
mockery, for example to Hannah, we should be persistent in worshipping
God and praying fervently at His altar and being in fellowship continually
in God’s sanctuary. Read about Hannah in the NLT table around 1 Samuel
Chapter 1 and about Samuel in the NLT table around 1 Samuel Chapter 7.
347.
Do not treat God’s people with contempt as this may bring the wrath
of God. Moreover, we should always discipline our children and other
family members.
348.
Undoubtedly, sin gives room for and, indeed, creates evil magnetic
fields for Satan to operate in our lives. Read Psalm 34, verse 21:
“Calamity will surely overtake the wicked, and those who hate the
righteous will be punished”.
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349.
The three sins of Samuel’s children were (a) Greed for money. (b)
Bribery. (c) Injustice. We and our families should avoid greed, bribery and
injustice in order to succeed in life under God’s lovely agenda for
mankind.

WEEK 18.
1 SAMUEL 13 – 21.
PSALM 29 – 36.
PROVERBS 19 – 23.
350.
We should always wait patiently for God. Saul sacrificed burnt
offering instead of waiting for Samuel. Going before God always attracts
foolishness and curses! Saul destroyed only what was worthless or of
poor quality! Read about King Saul in an NLT table around 1 Samuel
Chapter 13. God wants obedience from the heart, not mere acts of
religious ritual. While obedience always involves sacrifice, but sacrifice is
not always obedience.
351.
Take note of Saul’s foolish oath and of Jonathan, his son who was
cursed for taking the honey! Read about Jonathan in an NLT table around
1 Samuel chapter 21. Loyalty is one of the strongest parts of courage.
Moreover, great friendships are costly.
352.
Although Saul was specifically directed by God to destroy the
Amalekites completely, he spared the rich king Agog, the sheep, cattle, fat
calves and the lambs! This made God to reject Saul as king. Moreover,
instead of accepting responsibility and asking for God’s forgiveness, Saul
rationalized his disobedience to God. From 1 Samuel Chapter 15: 23,
“Rebellion is as bad as sin of witchcraft and stubbornness is as bad as
worshipping idols”!
353.
Compare and correlate 1 Samuel Chapter 15 : 18 – 19 and 1 Samuel
Chapter 15 : 22 – 23 with Hosea Chapter 4 from verses 8 – 14 that
obedience to God is better than sacrifice and that we should avoid
spiritual corruption even as leaders in the Church of Christ.
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354.
From 1 Samuel Chapter 16: 7, concerning Decision – making and
Judgement, God determines what is good or bad and right or wrong from
our Thoughts, Intentions and Emotions of love or otherwise.
355.
“Tormenting spirit” leads people into to fear, depression, hatred,
jealousy and lack of wise decisions in life. The antidote is the Fruit of the
Holy Spirit (Galatians Chapter 5: 22).
356.
In Chapter Chapter17, David killed Goliath of the Philistines. Read
various NLT explanations on this chapter. Willingness to honestly admit
one’s mistakes is the first step in dealing with them but forgiveness does
not remove the consequences of sin. God desires our complete
obedience, trust and worship.
357.
Read the NLT table on King David around page 1 Samuel Chapter
17. David said to Goliath: “I come to you in the Name of the Lord” and “It
is the Lord’s battle, not mine or ours”.
358.
Read and meditate on Psalm 34 verses 12 – 16 in order to live a life
that is long and good by watching one’s tongue, not lying, doing good
and working hard at living in peace with others.
359.
Read and meditate on Proverbs Chapter 21 verses 1, 3, 5, 13, 21, 23
and 31 on God’s control on kings’ heart and about living a life of
goodness and kindness.
360.
Read and meditate on Proverbs Chapter 22: 4, 8 and 16 on how to
get true riches, honour and long life while helping the poor and avoid
showering gifts on the rich only.
361.
Read and meditate on Proverbs Chapter 23: 13 and 14 on the
benefits of physical discipline and necessary wisdom for our children.
362.
On Alcoholism, read and meditate on Proverbs Chapter 23: 29 – 35
including their NLT explanations.
363.
30 years of age is very significant. Saul and David became king at 30
years; Solomon also became king at 30 years. Jesus Christ started his
earthly ministry at 30 years.
364.
Like David, learn to do God’s work in every situation with genuine
faith in action. The rewards follow into the next generations.
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365.
Your work (skills, knowledge and attitudes) will always speak for
you in life, for example, Jonathan’s for David before Saul. Develop the
right skills, knowledge and attitudes from childhood.
366.
Avoid the seven sins of Saul: (a) Compromise of Faith in God. (b)
Sin of Greed – sparing king Agog and the animals. (c) Sin of
stubbornness and insubordination. (d) Sin of favouritism to rich king
Agog. (e) Disobedience of God’s Word and Commands. (f) Sin of Hatred
toward David. (g) Sin of jealousy.
367.
Like David, we would only be remembered and chosen by God in
our place of Service notwithstanding how lowly and humble it may be.
368.
The 5 things that the giants, problems, challenges or Goliaths of our
life can do to us are (a) They appear taller than every other thing! (b) They
intimidate and frustrate us like a veil. (c) They are ready to destroy us. (d)
They appear or seem immovable or irremovable. (e) They always make
empty boasts of victory over us.
369.
The trigger or motivation for David’s courage and energy against the
giant Goliath is that the size of the issue at stake is insulting to almighty
God’s Name, His Character and Covenant with very angry insults to His
sovereignty and supremacy over everything that He actually created.
370.
Our solutions or answers to the problems of life are represented by
the strength of the stone which represents the Solid Rock, God’s Word
and Jesus Christ.

WEEK 19.
1 SAMUEL 22 – 31.
2 SAMUEL 1 – 12.
371.
As one of the Bible’s best examples of Faith, Hope & Love of God,
David always sought God’s direction in all his plans, decisions and
actions. Around 1 Samuel Chapter 24, read the NLT table of eight
comparisons of “Life of David versus Life of Saul” Unlike Saul, David was
God’s kind of king, not man’s kind of king. David was after God’s heart
while Saul was a man after people’s praise. Unlike Saul, David was kind
and benevolent with eternal kingship through Jesus Christ. Unlike Saul
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who lied when confronted, David was forgiving and repented. David was
courageous while Saul was fearful. Furthermore, David was at peace with
God while Saul was separated from God.
372.
Read about Abigail in an NLT table on her around 1 Samuel Chapter
26. Life’s situations can bring about the best in people and one does not
need a prestigious title to play a very significant role in life.
373.
Think about and obey in your life what David said about Saul: “ It is
a serious thing to attack the Lord’s anointed one, for the Lord Himself has
chosen him”.
374.
A very sensible Abigail, wicked Nabal’s wife, interceded for Nabal
with nice presents of various gifts. Nabal had Stroke later and died with
David marrying Abigail after his death.
375.
Read 1 Samuel 30: 18 – 19 for proof and evidence of the plight of our
enemies so long as we lead honest and righteous lives, following God’s
directions always. “David got back everything the Amalekites had taken,
and he rescued his two wives. Nothing was missing: small or great, son
or daughter, nor anything else that had been taken. David brought back
everything”.
376.
David is an example and role model of an ideal leader who was
effective under God’s guidance showing that with God, one righteous
leader can make a huge difference in the life of a nation. The Book of 2
Samuel shows the personal five qualities (fear of God; humility; spirit of
forgiveness; loyalty; and worship of God with genuine repentance) that
please God and shows also David as an ideal leader of an imperfect
kingdom, foreshadowing Jesus Christ who would be the ideal leader of a
new and perfect kingdom in eternity.
377.
The Amalekite lied that he killed Saul. He was killed on David’s
orders for his false confession of having killed Saul. Watch your tongue
and don’t tell lies!
378.
The anointing of God draws people to you as in the example with
David in the cave but like Saul, God’s anointing brings curses on whoever
abuses the anointing.
379.
David mourned Saul’s loyal commander, Abner who was killed by
Joab. Read about Abner around 2 Samuel Chapter 3. God requires more
than conditional, half – hearted cooperation.
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380.
Ishbosheth was the crippled son of Jonathan who was killed by
Recab and Baanah. David, therefore, ordered them killed also.
381.
At 30 years of age, David was crowned king of Israel. The age of 30
is very significant in the life of a man as we had seen with Saul and
Solomon who were crowned at the age of 30 years also. Specifically, we
should pray for our children on attaining the age of 30 years.
382.
Read the serious consequences of criticizing God’s anointed
leaders in an NLT table around 2 Samuel Chapter 6. Miriam was stricken
with Leprosy; Korah was swallowed by the earth; Michal remained
childless; youths mocking Elisha were killed by bears; and Bar – Jesus,
the sorcerer was stricken with blindness.
383.
Read about God’s Seven Covenants with His people in an NLT table
around 2 Samuel Chapter 7 (Covenant in Eden; with Noah; with Abraham;
at Mount Sinai; with David; the Priesthood; and the New Covenant),
noting all the covenants’ signs and promises in the table.
384.
Read about Prophet Nathan in an NLT table around 2 Samuel
Chapter 12. We should not be afraid to tell the truth to those we care
about.
385.
Michal was cursed with a barren womb throughout her life for
showing contempt for King David’s open praise and dance for the Lord,
God Almighty. Are you afraid or shy to praise God openly? Read about
Michal in an NLT table around 2 Samuel Chapter 5. We are not as
responsible for what happens to us as we are for how we respond to our
circumstances. Disobedience to God almost always harms us as well as
others.
386.
Read about David’s Family Troubles in an NLT table around 2
Samuel Chapter 11. Michal was childless; Amnon raped Tamar, his half –
sister; Bathsheba’s unnamed son died; and Solomon’s many wives
caused his downfall.
387.
Concerning David’s adultery with Bathsheba who was Uriah the
Hittite’s wife and whose baby died at seven days old, we should note that
when God forgives us and restores our relationship with Him, He does not
delete or erase the consequences of our sinful wrongdoing. This is
because He is still a God of justice notwithstanding His great forgiveness!
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388.
Four things that prevent God from answering our prayers are : (a)
Wickedness and evil intentions or motives. (b) Shedding of innocent
blood. (c) Hatred without just cause. (d) Neglect of God and of His
assignments. We should strive to avoid these sins.
389.
Nobody human can truly and completely understand Almighty God,
for example, Jesus Christ coming through Solomon’s line when, indeed,
Solomon was born by Bathsheba who committed adultery with king
David!

WEEK 20.
2 SAMUEL 13 – 24.
390.
David’s son, Amnon, half – brother of Absalom raped Tamar who
was Absalom’s sister. Two years later, Absalom ordered Amnon killed in
retaliation in line with Psalm 34: 21 that “calamity will surely overtake the
wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished”.
391.
Read about Absalom’s Lessons in an NLT table around 2 Samuel
Chapter 14. In particular, note the following five sins of Absalom: (a) He
gathered a throne at the City Gate to snatch control of the city and the
throne. (b) He was judging and counselling people illegally. (c) He was
deceitful and manipulative.
(d) He conspired against David, his father and reigning king of Israel. (e)
He made his father cry bitterly! The sins of parents are often repeated and
amplified in the children but actions against God’s plans will fail, sooner
or later.
392.
We should avoid the following four sins and mistakes of Amnon: (a)
Lust. (b) Pretence. (c) Incest. (d) Hatred.
393.
We should stay away from people like Amnon’s foolish adviser,
Jonadad who actually advised him to rape and commit incest.
394.
Note King David’s heart of forgiveness towards Absalom, his son,
after two years. David prayed: “For my sake, deal gently with young
Absalom” in 2 Samuel Chapter 18 verse 5. Similarly, we should always
pray for our erring family members.
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395.
Four years later, Absalom went to Hebron to start his rebellion
against king David with Ahithophel, David’s counsellor. Read about
several other rebellions in an NLT table on Rebellion around 2 Samuel
Chapter 18 including those of Adam & Eve, Israelites, Korah, Adonijah, 10
Tribes of Israel, among others.
396.
In 2 Samuel Chapter 17, note the historical origin of several military
tactics including spying, surveillance and use of decoys in modern
warfare.
397.
We should be far away from people like the deceptive Joab (and this
advice is repeated in 1 Corinthians 5 from verse 9). Ruthless Joab killed
Absalom. Those who live by violence often die by violence too. Read
about Joab in an NLT table on him around 2 Samuel Chapter 18. Joab was
a great military leader, brilliant planner and strategist who helped to
reconcile David with Absalom as well as masterminded the conquest of
Jerusalem. He was, however, repeatedly ruthless, violent, vengeful and
disobedient by killing Absalom against David’s order. Even brilliant
leaders need the necessary guidance of God. Otherwise, the best wisdom
of man becomes foolishness to God!
398.
Note the revolt of Sheba, son of Biari in 2 Samuel Chapter 20 against
David. Although Israel was a united kingdom, it was still made up of 12
separate tribes who often had difficulty agreeing on the goals of the
nation as a whole.
399.
Moreover, note the three years of Famine as a result of Saul’s
family’s murder of the Gibeonites in 2 Samuel Chapter 21 as a result of
Saul’s disobedience to God’s command.
400.
Abishai, leader of the “30 Mighty Men of David”, saved David from
the Philistine giants. Read about Abishai in an NLT table around 2 Samuel
Chapter 21. Most effective followers combine careful thought and action
but blind loyalty and acting without thinking can cause great disaster.
401.
Read aloud and meditate on 2 Samuel Chapter 22 verses 1 - 51 as
David’s powerful “Song of Praise”.
402.
Read about “David’s 30 Mighty Men” in an NLT table around 2
Samuel Chapter 23 and learn three important lessons. First lesson is that
greatness is often inspired by the quality and character of leadership.
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403.
Second important lesson: David’s effectiveness as a leader was
clearly connected to his awareness of God’s leading guidance in
response to asking and praying for same constantly.
404.
Third important lesson: Even a small force of very able and loyal
men or disciples can accomplish greater feats in life. David inspired his
followers to achieve beyond their goals and meet their true potentials.
405.
David took a census but this led to his judgement by God for this
sin. There were 800,000 men in Israel and 500,000 in Judah in this wrong
census taken by David. David’s sins were pride and ambition in counting
the people so that he could glory in the size of his army, its power and
defences, thereby putting his faith in the size of his army rather than
God’s ability to protect them regardless of their number.
406.
David said to Araunah, the Jebusite: “ No, I insist on buying it, for I
cannot present burnt offerings to the Lord my God that have cost me
nothing” (2 Samuel Chapter 24, verse 24). Many believe that Araunah’s
threshing floor is the same location where Abraham nearly sacrificed
Isaac and after David’s death, Solomon built the Temple on this spot.
Centuries later, Jesus Christ would teach and preach here also.

WEEK 21.
LUKE 9 – 24.
407.
Jesus sent out 72 other messengers as lambs among wolves who
would meet opposition surely in Luke Chapter 10 to prepare a number of
towns for Jesus’ later visit. Although ordinary in education or capability,
what prepared these messengers for the mission was that they had been
equipped with Jesus’ power and their vision to reach all the people. In
Christian service, there is no employment! Don’t just sit back and watch
others work – visualize ways to help with the harvest.
408.
See details about Martha in an NLT table on her around Luke
Chapter 10. Getting caught up in the details of life can make us forget the
main reasons for our actions.
409.
Read about Different Attitudes in the Good Samaritan Story in Luke
Chapter 10: 25 – 37. The religious law expert saw the wounded man as a
subject to discuss. The bandits saw him as someone to use and exploit
while the religious man saw him as a problem to be avoided. The
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innkeeper saw him as a customer to serve for a fee while only the
Samaritan saw the wounded man as a human being worth being cared for
and loved genuinely. Jesus confirmed that only “The one who showed
him mercy” will go to heaven.
410.
In Luke Chapter 11: 9 – 13, “A.S.K” (Ask; Seek & Knock).
Persistence and boldness in prayers overcome our insensitivity. To
practice persistence does more to change our heart and mind than
changing God’s and it helps us to understand as well as express the
intensity of our needs. Moreover, persistence in prayer helps us to
recognize God’s work
411.
“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich
relationship with God” from Luke Chapter 12: 21. Faith, service and
obedience are the way to become rich toward God.
412.
Learn about Worry in Luke Chapter 12: 22 – 34. Only faith can free
us from the anxiety caused by greed and covetousness. It is good to work
and plan but bad to dwell on all the ways our planning could go wrong.
Worry is foolish because the Creator of the universe loves us and knows
our needs.
413.
Learn about mentoring Integrity from Luke Chapter 16: 8 – 12. Our
integrity is often put on the line in money matters. Money has the power
to take God’s place in our lives but we must maintain our integrity in all
matters, whether big or small.
414.
See the Impunity or Macho attitude in our praying in Luke Chapter
18: 9 – 14. The Pharisee did not go to the temple to pray to God, but to
announce to all within earshot how good he was! Self –righteousness is
dangerous as it leads to pride and causes us to despise others.
415.
Read 12 Gospel Accounts found only in Luke in an NLT table around
Luke Chapter 19 including Events from Jesus’ childhood; A sinful woman
anoints Jesus’ feet; Jesus is rejected at Nazareth; Jesus’ trial before
Herod; among others.
416.
Read about Six Jesus’ Trials in an NLT table around Luke Chapter
22 (before Annas ; Caiaphas; Sanhedrin; Pilate; Herod and Pilate lastly).
417.
Like Jesus, learn to bring inner people and disciples that you lead
together and empower them with power and authority to: (a) cast out
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demons, (b) Heal the sick, and (c) carry out evangelism to everyone about
the kingdom of God. With His Spirit, we can do this. Amen.
418.
The two main priorities of Jesus Christ in His ministry are
Repentance and Kingdom of God. These should be our major priorities
also.
419.
Jesus asked: “What do people say I am”. We should find time also
for self assessment and critique by close associates and others.
420.
We need trained prayer partners like Jesus had Peter, James and
John as His prayer partners after training them properly.
421.
From Luke’s gospel, there are 8 Mission Strategies for evangelism:
(a) By faith, see a great harvest. (b) In prayers, ask God for workers. (c)
Make proclamations about Repentance and Kingdom of God to both
lambs and wolves. (d) Depend only upon God for provisions. (e) Focus
and pronounce blessings on the land and avoid any distractions. (f) Eat
whatever food the people eat and offer to you. (g) Accept the people’s
hospitality in love. (h) Have a heart of love in action, not by your title or
rank.
422.
There are 5 important reasons and lessons for welcoming little
children: (a)Their humility. (b) Sincerity. (c) Heart of forgiveness. (d)
Obedience. (e) Great faith.
423.
There are four things to do at the Lord’s feet: (a) Listen. (b) Learn.
(c) Discover (the Bible and meditate on what is discovered). (d) Be
committed and Concerned to act on what you discover .These are
actually the four functions of any ministry but “be careful with some
people’s “questions” which could also be a trap!
424.
The three costs of discipleship are: (a) To love Jesus more than
relatives. (b) To love Jesus more than your life or pleasure. (c) To carry
our crosses or challenges in life with joy and perseverance.
425.
From Luke’s gospel, five lessons for life or living are: (a) Don’t
despise the poor people or sinners. (b) Be loving and faithful in
everything. (c) Always appreciate those who help you just as in the
parable of the 10 Lepers. (d) Pray constantly and never give up like the
persistent widow. (e) Learn these five lessons about Suffering as follows:
(1) Jesus was mocked also. (2) Jesus was treated shamefully also. (c)
Jesus was also spitted upon. (d) Jesus was whipped, figuratively
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speaking. (e) Figuratively, Jesus was killed also. Nevertheless, “we will
rise again”! Amen.
426.
Three things that can kill our Spirit – life are: (a) Caressing (Lust) or
Sexual Immorality. (b) Drunkenness or Alcoholism. (c) Worries or Anxiety.
427.
In Luke Chapter 24, Mary Magdalene and other women’s timely
sacrifice of spices they had prepared to honour Jesus led to their divine
favours, deliverances, blessings and guidance for themselves and their
close relatives by Jesus Christ. The spices were signs of their love and
respect for Jesus.
428.
Religious priests and leaders with hypocrisy (which means without
truthful relationship or agreement with Jesus Christ or His Word) are very
dangerous because of their peculiar version of ignorance, culture and
tradition (religious “ICT”) and they are determined to plan to kill or crucify
you secretly! Luke Chapter 23 verse 23 says “But the crowd shouted
louder and louder for Jesus’ death, and their voices prevailed”.

WEEK 22.
1 KINGS 1 – 12.
429.
For Solomon’s “Dream and Prayers” as well as God’s reply with
additional riches, fame, honour and long life, read 1 Kings Chapter 3:9-14.
“What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!”
430.
Read about Solomon’s Life & Lessons in an NLT table around 1
Kings Chapter 3. Effective leadership can be nullified by an ineffective
personal life. Solomon failed to obey God but did not learn the lesson of
repentance until late in life. Knowing what actions are required of us
means little without the will to carry those actions out.
431.
Read about Bathsheba in an NLT table around 1 Kings Chapter 1. In
the worst possible situations (such as her adultery with King David), God
is still able to bring about good from a bad situation when people truly
turn to Him. While we must live with the natural consequences of our
sins, God’s forgiveness of sin is total!
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432.
It took seven years for Solomon to build the Lord’s Temple and
thirteen years to complete his royal palace. He had 700 wives and 300
concubines! Solomon ruled for 40 years.
433.
Read about Jeroboam in an NLT table around 1 Kings Chapter 13.
Mistakes occur always when we attempt to take over God’s role in a
situation. Jeroboam was the first king of the 10 tribes of Israel in the
divided kingdom. He erected idols and appointed priests outside the tribe
of Levi to keep people away from the Temple in Jerusalem.
434.
Read about Appeal of Idols (5 P’s of idolatry: Power, Pleasure,
Passion, Praise & Popularity) in an NLT table around 1 kings Chapter 14.
Passion is exploiting people sexually, politically or economically. Instead
of seeking passion that exploits others, God calls us to redirect our
passions to areas that build others up.
435.
Rehoboam, son of Solomon, ruled as king of Judah and Benjamin
only at the age of 40 years and he ruled for 17 years in Jerusalem.
Rehoboam accepted the advice of fellow young men and advisers; this
led to the people rejecting him while the other 10 tribes made Jeroboam
their king.
436.
The final four words and pieces of advice from David to Solomon
were: (a) Take courage and be a man. (b) Observe and obey God’s
requirements. (c) Follow God’s ways in living. (d) Don’t form alliances
with unbelievers because they will defile and corrupt your heart. Take
these words seriously and obey them and you will free yourself from
negative influences in life.

WEEK 23.
1 KINGS 13 – 22.
2 KINGS 1 – 8.
437.
Ten of the 12 tribes of Israel followed Jeroboam and called their
Northern kingdom Israel while the other two loyal tribes led by Rehoboam
called theirs Judah (Southern kingdom). This confirmed the prophets’
predictions for the division of the kingdom as a result of the people’s
sins.
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438.
Some ideas, although practical (for example, with Jeroboam) may
lead us away from God. Don’t let anyone talk you out of doing what is
right by telling you that some moral actions are not worth the effort or
pain. Do what God wants no matter what is the cost in time, energy,
reputation and / or resources. Jeroboam enticed the citizens from the
North to stop at Bethel instead of travelling the rest of the way to
Jerusalem by placing idols of calves or bulls for fertility and strength at
Bethel!
439.
Read about “Appeal of Idols” in an NLT table around 1 Kings
Chapter 14. The idols are the 5 P’s of Power; Pleasure; Passion; Praise;
and Popularity. Rather than worship any of these idols, we should trust
what God’s Word says rather than what someone else claims is true. We
should disregard what others claim are messages from God if their words
contradict the Holy Bible.
440.
Note Prophet Ahijah’s words at Shiloh to Jeroboam’s wife about her
sick son: “I will bring disaster on your dynasty” because of Jeroboam’s
evil idolatry and your family will be eaten by dogs and vultures! This
prophecy was fulfilled according to the prophet’s words from the Lord.
441.
King Asa ruled well in Judah and was faithful to God. Efforts to
follow God’s plans and rules yield positive results but how well a plan
works is no measure of its rightness or approval by God.
442.
Elijah the prophet said to Ahab of Israel (who married Jezebel and
committed severe idolatry): “There will be no dew or rain for next few
years unless I give the word”. His prophecy came to pass later to confirm
that he was a true prophet of God.
443.
Read about the Widow of Zarepath and her dead son in
1 Kings Chapter 17: 8 – 24. When the widow met Elijah, she thought she
was preparing her last meal but her simple act of faith produced a
miracle. Faith is the step between promise and assurance.
444.
Note the contest on Mount Carmel with Obadiah, 450 prophets of
Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah. The fire from heaven burnt only
Elijah’s sacrifice confirming that he was the only true prophet of God
among them.
445.
Regarding False & True Prophets, the latter worked for spiritual
purposes to serve God and the people as well as speak only God’s true
messages while the former worked for socio-political purposes for their
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selfish benefits with false messages as well as only what the people
wanted to hear.
446.
Read about Prophet Elijah and note that this Elijah prayed
successfully for rain as a miracle from God, among others, but later, he
fled from Jezebel because of “Fear for life!” Lesson: We are never closer
to defeat than in our moments of greatest victory and we are never as
alone as we may feel because God is always there.
447.
Read about King Ahab in an NLT table around 1 kings Chapter 19.
The choice of a mate will have significant effects on life, physically,
spiritually and emotionally.
448.
Note the “sound of gentle whisper” after the mighty windstorm,
earthquake and fire. God doesn’t reveal Himself only in powerful
miraculous ways. To look for God only in something big (rallies, mega
churches, conferences or visible charismatic leaders) may be to miss
God as He is often found gently whispering in the quietness of a humbled
heart.
449.
A prophet came to see King Ahab and told him: “This is what the
Lord says: Do you see all these enemy forces? Today I will hand them all
over to you. Then you will know that I AM THE LORD”.
450.
Read about Naboth’s vineyard in Jezreel and King Ahab’s request
plus Jezebel’s plan to stone Naboth to death for “cursing God and the
king” (false allegation)! Like Jezebel, rejecting God leads to disasters
always.
451.
Note Elijah’s words to king Ahab of Samaria:”Dogs will leak your
blood outside the city and destroy your family and dogs will also eat
Jezebel” as punishment and consequence of their evil actions. This
prophecy came to pass.
452.
Note King Jehoshaphat and King Ahab’s prophets’ “victory against
Ramoth – gilead” lie! However, Micaiah warned about the defeat and
death of Ahab! Evidently, Jehoshaphat wanted to do what was right
although Ahab didn’t. However, both kings disregarded God’s message
and listened only to the pagan prophets.
453.
Elijah also confronted King Ahaziah and was later taken to heaven
by a whirlwind in 2 Kings Chapter 2 : 1 – 25 while travelling from Gilgal to
Bethel, then into Jericho and then to River Jordan which he struck with
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his cloak! Elijah was taken to heaven without dying. He is the second
person in the Scripture to do so with Enoch being the first person.
454.
Read about Elijah’s first miracle in Jericho as well as his other
miracles in an NLT table around 2 Kings Chapter 2 plus the 10 Miracles of
Elisha also.
455.
In 2 Kings Chapter 4, Elijah helped a poor widow from Shunem and
her two sons. The woman remarked: “nothing except a flask of olive oil”!
Elijah told her to “sell (do business with) it and pay her debts”. He told
her also to “make a room for the man of God”. This would later open
opportunities for greater miracles and of provisions in her life. Beware of
limiting God’s blessings from a lack of faith and / or obedience of
Almighty God.
456.
Through Gehazi, Elisha asked the woman and prophesied that she
would have a son in the next year. The son later died and she kept him on
Elisha’s bed. Note the woman’s words of unusual faith even in the midst
of crisis: “Everything is fine”. Medically speaking, note the “Mouth – to
– mouth resuscitation” in 2 Kings Chapter 4: 34 (called Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation in modern medicine).
457.
Note the healing of Naaman, the Army Commander with Leprosy
which was healed by washing himself seven times in River Jordan as
directed by Prophet Elisha. God allows problems of life for our benefits
because He already has the power for their solutions but we need
humility. God sets Himself against the proud but shows favour to the
humble (James Chapter 4: 6).
458.
Read about Elisha in an NLT table around 2 Kings Chapter 5. In
God’s eyes, one measure of greatness is the willingness to serve the poor
as well as the powerful. An effective replacement builds upon his or her
master’s achievements. Moreover, note that Gehazi’s greed led his family
having Leprosy. Furthermore, note the floating axe - head miracle in the
River Jordan.
459.
Altars have the following 5 Purposes: (a) Place of Worship. (b) Place
of Enquiry. (c) Place of Covenant. (d) Place of Sacrifice, and (e) Place of
Prayer & Pronouncements.
460.
The five things to avoid doing to any man of God are : (a) Rebel
against him or her. (b) Curse him or her. (c) Judge him or her. (d) Murmur
against him or her. (e) Lie against him or her. There are, however, five
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characteristics of old or fake prophets as follows : (a)They go after their
victims. (b) They convince you to believe what they are not. (c) They tell
lies and deceive people. (d) They are double – faced, calling you brother
when they really are your enemies. (e) They cause death and send people
to their early grave! Note that sin can drive people into disguise;
pretence; or fear.
461.
Our lives are all borrowed for God’s use, if we obey Him (remember
the borrowed axe that floated!) . No man can outsmart God who is not
limited by physical laws of nature.
462.
The four lessons to learn from King Asa are: (a) He banished the
temple prostitutes. (b) He destroyed the ancestral idols. (c) He deposed
the grandmother (idol worshiper) as queen. (d) He brought back the
beauty of gold into the Lord’s Temple again.

WEEK 24.
2 KINGS 9 – 25.
463.
Read about King Jehu who founded the longest – lived dynasty of
Israel in an NLT table around 2 Kings Chapter 9. He was anointed by
Prophet Elisha and he killed King Joram in Naboth’s field in Jezreel as
well as king Ahaziah (of Judah) who was with Joram. Moreover, he later
killed Ahab’s family plus 70 sons with their 70 heads in a basket. Lesson:
Fierce commitment needs control because it can result in recklessness.
Moreover, obedience involves both action and direction from God.
464.
Jehu killed the priests of Baal while pretending to make sacrifice to
Baal and destroyed completely all traces of Baal in Israel. This was
pleasing to the Lord but we should remember to love our enemies under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
465.
King Athaliah ruled Judah but the priest Jehoiada (who made some
religious reforms) anointed Joash as king at the age of seven years.
Joash repaired the Lord’s Temple. Jehoiada also ordered troops to kill
King Athaliah!
466.
Read about “God Compared to Idols” in an NLT table around 2
Kings Chapter 13. Idols can be manipulated to do whatever a person
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wanted but God cannot be manipulated and we must do only what He
wants.
467.
Read about 18 Prophets in an NLT table around 2 Kings Chapter 17
including their main messages and significance from prophet Ahijah (934
– 909 BC) to prophet Ezekiel (593 – 571 BC).
468.
Read about “Kings To Date & Their Enemies” in an NLT table
around 2 Kings Chapter 16 (7 kings in Israel and 4 kings in Judah from
796 – 715 BC).
469.
Read King Hezekiah’s Summary in an NLT table around 2 Kings
Chapter 18. He had a good personal relationship with God but he showed
little interest or wisdom in planning for the future and he rashly showed
all his wealth to messengers from Babylon! Meditate on Hezekiah’s
prayers in 2 Kings Chapter 19: 14 – 16, 19: “You alone are God of all

the kingdoms of the earth. You alone created the heavens and
the earth. Listen to me, O Lord and hear! Open your eyes, Lord,
and see! Listen to Sennacherib’s words of defiance against the
living God”. Verse 19: “Now, O Lord, our God, rescue us from his
power, then all the kingdoms of the earth will know that you
alone, O Lord, are God”. And the angel of the Lord killed 185,000
Assyrian troops that night!
470.
In 2 kings Chapter 20, read about Hezekiah’s sickness and recovery
thus “Remember O Lord how I have always tried to be faithful to you and
do what is pleasing in your sight”. He was given extra 15 years on earth!
Ointment from figs were spread over the boil in 2 Kings Chapter 20: 7 and
he recovered pharmaceutically.
471.
Read about King Josiah’s Summary in an NLT table around 2 Kings
Chapter 23. He sought after God but he became involved in a military
conflict that he had been warned against. Lesson: Even sweeping

outward reforms are of little lasting value if there are no changes
in the people’s lives. Josiah never knew his great – Grandfather
Hezekiah but they were really alike in many ways generationally.
472.
Read about nine “Kings to Date & Their Enemies” in Judah from 735
– 586 BC in an NLT table around 2 Kings Chapter 23 during the period
Israel was in captivity in Assyria.
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473.
In 2 Kings Chapter 25, read about Fall of Jerusalem. Zedekiah
rebelled and was completely conquered by Babylon. Jerusalem fell to
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon with Zedekiah’s sons killed while he
watched with his eyes gouged out later; he was bound in bronze chains
and led away to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar appointed Gedaliah as
Governor over Judah but he too was assassinated.
474.
The call of God and His commissioning go with three things,
namely, (a) Private call plus a public call (for example with Jehu and
David). (b) A necessary separation from evil and unrighteous people or
environments and attitudes. (c) God gives some specific purpose with
assignment and one must leave some of his or her friends and associates
behind for this assignment. Remember that every Word of God comes to
pass eventually but certainly.
475.
A righteous man remains honoured by God even in death (Elisha’s
bones restored life!) but sin brings about four consequences: (a)
Destruction. (b) Attack by enemies. (c) Reduction of prosperity. (d)
Forceful dethronement from power or authority.

WEEK 25.
JOHN 1 – 16.
476.
Read about John, The Baptist in an NLT table on him around John
Chapter 1. Five lessons: (a) You must be truthful about your call and
purpose. (b) Accept your assignment and stand in the place of that
assignment. (c) Don’t intimidate others. (d) With humility and obedience
to God, understand that some other people are higher than you. (e) God
doesn’t guarantee an easy or safe life to those who serve Him. Later,
Jesus called Andrew, Simon Peter, then Philip and Nathaniel.
477.
Read about Pharisee Nicodemus (on “being born again” concept) in
an NLT table around John chapter 2. Unless we are born again, we can
never be part of the Kingdom of God. Later with the Samaritan Woman at
the Well in Sychar Village, Jesus explained the concept of living water
and the place of worship in John Chapter 4: 21 – 24. Jesus said “I am the
Messiah”, Saviour of the world. Moreover, in John Chapter 4: 36, harvest
means people being brought into eternal life. Furthermore, the
government official’s son that was dying in Capernaum was healed in
response to Jesus’ Word of Healing: “Your son will live”.
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478.
On Sabbath day, the paralysed lame man who had been sick for 38
years was healed at the Pool of Bethsaida near Sheep Gate. No one had
ever helped him but no matter how trapped we feel in our infirmities, God
can minister to our deepest needs. We must never let a problem or
hardship cause us to lose hope in God.
479.
Read about “Claims of Jesus Christ” in an NLT table around John
Chapter 5. Jesus claimed to be the fulfilment of Old Testament
prophesies; Son of Man; Son of God; The Messiah / Christ; Teacher /
Master; One with authority to forgive sins; Lord and Saviour.
480.
“My Teachings and Miracles” are genuine evidences of Jesus and
the Gospels in John Chapter 5: 36. “But I have a greater witness than
John – His Teachings and My Miracles”. We must use the Holy Bible and
evidences or testimonies of Jesus Christ in our lives to authenticate the
Gospel of Christ.
481.
Jesus fed 5,000 men with 5 barley loaves and 2 fish; 12 baskets were
left over! The boy gave what little he had and it made all the difference. If
we offer nothing to God, He will have nothing to use but God can take
what little we have and turn it into something really great.
482.
The Will of God is to give Eternal life via Faith and Obedience in
Jesus Christ. God’s will is to raise people to eternal life at the last day.
Anyone who believes in Jesus already has eternal life.
483.
Read Names of Jesus in an NLT table around John Chapter 10 : Son
of Man; Bread of Life; Light of the world; Gate for the sheep; Good
Shepherd; The Resurrection and the life; True Vine; The Way, the Truth
and the Life.
484.
Sick Lazarus (brother of Mary & Martha) died and was raised from
the dead in Bethany, Judea after lying in the grave for 4 days! “Then
Jesus wept” and shouted “Lazarus come out” (John Chapter 11: 35) .
Lazarus died so that Jesus’ power over death could be shown to His
disciples and other people.
485.
After raising Lazarus from death, the Pharisees plotted Jesus’ death
and Caiaphas, the High Priest said Jesus alone should die! Read about
Caiaphas in an NLT table around John Chapter 12. God uses even the
twisted motives and actions of His enemies to bring about His will.
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486.
Read Nine “Great Expectations” in an NLT table around John
Chapter 11. Jesus exceeded people’s expectations wherever He went.
Remember that Jesus used a small meal to feed and satisfy thousands
and millions with some left over. The people looked up to political
expectations but Jesus offered eternal spiritual kingdom to overthrow the
control of sin in the lives of the people.
487.
Read about John in an NLT table around John Chapter 14. Those
who realise how much they are loved are able to love much. When God
changes a life, He does not take away personality characteristics but puts
them to effective use in His service.
488.
Read about Summary of Jesus’ Message / Gospel in John Chapter
12: 44 – 50 (messages about Trust in Jesus; The Light; Salvation;
Judgement; and God, The Father’s Instructions that lead to eternal life
through Christ).
489.
In John Chapter 13, Jesus washed Disciples’ feet as a “Servant
Leader”. Servant leadership is the path to blessings in John Chapter 13:
17. Thus God’s Word with a Servant’s humble attitude is the pathway to
our blessings.
490.
In John Chapter 13: 34 – 35, Jesus said: “Your love for one another
will prove to the world that you are my disciples”. Do people see petty
bickering, jealousy and divisions in your church or do they know you are
Jesus’ followers by your love for one another?
491.
John Chapter 14: 12 – 14 says “Ask anything in My Name and I will
do it. The truth is, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I
have done and even greater works because I am going to be with the
Father. You can ask for anything in my Name, and I will do it because the
works of the Son brings glory to the Father. Yes, ask anything in my
Name, and I will do it”. God will not grant requests contrary to His nature
or His will and we cannot use God’s Name as a magic formula to fulfil our
selfish desires.
492.
Use Jesus’ name as another (alternative) “WORD” Acronym: W Wisdom of God; O - Obedience; R – Reconciliation. D – Death that paves
the way via Resurrection into Eternal Life for us all.
493.
The triple formula from God Almighty comprises: (a) Love from God
Almighty. (b) Law from Moses. (c) Grace from Jesus Christ.
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494.
Jesus drove out traders from the Temple of God as they were
making it a market place! Figuratively, temple means “TIE”: Thoughts,
Intentions (or motives) and Emotions (of love or wickedness). The five
characteristics of the market place are: (a) Deception. (b) Exchanges of
worldly commodities. (c) Cheating. (d) Lies. (e) Atrocities. We are to deal
with cheating from Mathew chapter 23: 23 with justice, mercy and faith
which are the more important things in God’s Law.
495.
The Samaritan woman’s experience is for everybody and everyday
life especially in ministry work. Three lessons: (a) We are not sent to
judge people but to offer salvation via Jesus Christ. (b) We must
acknowledge always our weaknesses and limitations. (c) When saved
with “living water” like the Samaritan woman, we are to call others
(evangelize) to receive Jesus Christ, repent and turn from sins for their
forgiveness and salvation via the Grace of God which is given freely as
God’s unmerited favour to mankind.
496.
From the Parable of the 5, 2 and 1 talent(s), we are to bear fruit, bear
more fruit and bear much more fruit, superlatively. Moreover, from John
Chapter 12: 28 – 29, we must wait in Prayers and learn to hear clearly and
specifically from God.

WEEK 26.
1 CHRONICLES 1 – 8,
PSALM 37 – 54,
PROVERBS 24.
497.
1 Chronicles teaches about the history and genealogies for genuine
Worship of God with history of all descendants from Adam. From Shem:
Syrians, Hebrews, Assyrian, Redeemed (Christians) and Persians –
“SHARP” people. From Ham: Egyptians, Canaanites, Philistines, Hittites
and Amorites. From Japheth: Greeks, Thracians & Scythians.
498.
See Who’s Who in the Bible in an NLT table around 1 Chronicles
Chapter 4 with key life lessons and Biblical references including Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, Aaron, Joshua, Saul and
Jonathan.
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499.
Note Psalm 37, verse 28b: “......but the children of the wicked will
perish”. Note also Psalm 40: 8 – “I take joy in doing your will (love for God
and neighbour) , my God for your law is written on my heart”. This means
obedience of God in joy rather than mindless and ritualistic sacrifices to
Him. Furthermore, note the seven benefits of kindness to the poor as
follows: (a) Rescue in times of trouble. (b) Protection. (c) Being kept alive.
(d) Prosperity. (e) Rescue from enemies. (f) Being nursed by God when
sick. (g) Ease of pains and discomfort.
500.
Psalm 39:1 – “I said to myself, I will watch what I do and not sin in
what I say. I will curb my tongue when the ungodly are around me”.
Compare this with Psalm 34: 12 – 16 concerning requirements for living a
good, long life.
501.
Read Psalm 50: 13 – 15, 23. “I don’t need sacrifices but, instead, true
thanks / praises to God with total trust in Him in times of trouble (that is,
Faith, Hope and Love) for His rescue and security so that all the glory
would belong to God. Psalm 50, verse 23: “ But giving thanks is a
sacrifice that truly honours me”.
502.
From the Book of Proverbs Chapter 24, the three things that build a
House are (a) Wisdom. (b) Good sense. (c) Knowledge of God. Moreover,
remember Proverbs 24, verse 27: “Develop your business first before
building your house”.

WEEK 27.
1 CHRONICLES 9 – 29.
PROVERBS 25 – 26.
503.
Read David’s Song of Praise in 1 Chronicles Chapter 16: 7 - 36. The
basis of praise is declaring God’s character and attributes in the presence
of others. Praise benefits us because it takes our mind off our problems
and needs and focuses instead on God’s power, mercy, majesty and love.
504.
Read David’s Prayer of Thanks in 1 Chronicles Chapter 17: 16 – 27.
David prayed by humbling himself, praising God, recognizing God’s
blessings and accepting God’s decisions, promises and commands.
505.
Read David’s Sin in 1 Chronicles Chapter 20: 2 and the
consequences of the sin in 1 Chronicles Chapter 21: 1. “Satan rose up
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against Israel and caused David to take a census of the Israelites”.
David’s census brought disaster because, unlike the previous census
taken in Numbers Chapters 1 – 2 that God ordered, this census was taken
so David could take pride in the strength of his army, thereby trusting
more in military power than in God.
506.
In 1 Chronicles Chapter 21: 24, David said “I will not offer a burnt
offering that has cost me nothing”. An offering should cost the giver in
terms of self, time, or money. To give sacrificially requires more than a
token effort or gift. God wants us to give voluntarily but He wants it to
mean something with commitment. Giving to God what costs you nothing
does not demonstrate commitment!
507.
1 Chronicles Chapter 22: 12 – 13 “And may the Lord give you
wisdom and understanding, that you may obey the law of the Lord your
God as you rule over Israel. For if you carefully obey the laws and
regulations that the Lord gave to Israel through Moses, you will be
successful. Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or lose heart”.
Like David, we should take steps, pray and prepare the way for our
children to find and fulfil God’s purpose by supplying them with the
proper tools also.
508.
Read about “Music in Bible Times” in an NLT table around 1
Chronicles Chapter 25. Moreover, read Chapter 24 of 1 Chronicles for
details of “Casting Lots for Duties of Priests and Military Duties”. The
seven duties assigned in the Temple in an NLT table around 1 Chronicles
Chapter 23 are: (a) Administrative duties. (b) Ministerial duties. (c) Service
duties. (d) Financial duties. (e) Artistic duties. (f) Protective duties. (g)
Individual special assignments. God needs people of every talent – not
just prophets and priests – to obey Him. Each of the 24 groups of priests
served two – week shifts each year at the temple and the rest of the time
was served in their hometowns. This system was in place in Jesus’ day
(Luke Chapter 1: 5 – 9). Moreover, note that in 1 Chronicles Chapter 13: 10
– 14, Uzzah died instantly for touching the Ark of God but God blessed
Obed – edom’s home where the Ark was stored demonstrating the two –
edged aspect of God’s power. God is perfectly loving and perfectly just.
Furthermore, to purify means to set apart for sacred purposes or to
separate and consecrate. The priests symbolically separated themselves
and their clothing in special ceremonies but, nowadays, we can purify
ourselves by reading God’s Word and preparing our hearts to participate
in true Worship of Almighty God.
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509.
From 1 Chronicles Chapter 28 verse 9b: “For the Lord sees every
heart and understands and knows every plan and thought. If you seek
him, you will find Him. But if you forsake him, He will reject you forever”.
Nothing can be hidden from God. He sees and understands everything in
our hearts. David found this out the hard way when God sent Nathan to
expose his sins of adultery and murder.
510.
From David to Solomon, the 7 Principles to live by are: (a) Get to
know God personally. (b) Learn God’s commands and discover what He
wants you to do. (c) Worship God with wholehearted devotion. (d) Serve
God with a willing heart. (e) Be faithful. (f) Don’t become discouraged (“be
strong and courageous”). (g) Live righteously and avoid sin with God’s
help.
511.
Advice about Criticisms & Fools or Arguments with Fools in
Proverbs Chapter 26: 4 - 5 may seem contradictory without wisdom and
discernment. But the writer is saying that we should not take foolish
people seriously and try to reason with their empty arguments. This will
only make them proud and determined to win the argument. In some
situations, we ought not to even try to answer fools, for there is no way
we can penetrate their closed minds and may, indeed, be stooping to their
level if we chose to answer them. Fools will abuse you and you will be
tempted to abuse them in return!
512.
Read and meditate on 1 Chronicles Chapter 28: 19 – 20 and 1
Chronicles Chapter 29: 10 – 14 (David’s Prayer of Praise). Verse 11:
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the
majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O Lord, and this
is your kingdom. We adore you as the One who is over all things”. Verse
12: “Wealth (or riches) and honour come from you alone, for you rule over
everything. Power and might are in your hand, and it is at your discretion
people are made great and given strength”.
513.
There were 24,000 troops in each of the 12 military divisions with a
total of 288,000 troops. War plunder rightfully belonged to the victorious
army. These soldiers, however, gave their portion of all the plunder to the
House of the lord to express their dedication to God. Likewise, we should
think of what we can give, rather than what we are obligated to give. Our
giving should be a matter of rejoicing rather than duty, giving as a
response of joy and love for God.
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WEEK 28.
2 CHRONICLES 1 – 23.
514.
The purpose of the 2 Chronicles is to unify the nation around True
Worship of God and to reveal the Righteous Kings as well Evil Kings. We
must constantly commit ourselves to obeying God. We are never secure
in what others have done before us. Believers in each generation must
dedicate themselves to the task of carrying out God’s will in their own
lives as well as in society. When we forget that all our power, wisdom and
wealth come from God and not ourselves, we are in danger of the same
spiritual and moral collapse that Israel experienced.
515.
2 Chronicles Chapter 1: 10 – 12 reads: “Give me wisdom and
knowledge to rule / govern them properly, for who is able to govern this
great nation of yours?” And God said to Solomon, “Because your
greatest desire is to HELP YOUR PEOPLE and you did not ask for
personal wealth and honour or the death of your enemies or even a long
life, but rather you asked for Wisdom and Knowledge to properly govern
my people. I will certainly give you the wisdom and knowledge you
requested. And I will also give you Riches, Wealth and Honour such as no
other king (or Leader) has ever had before you or will ever have again”.
516.
2 Chronicles Chapter 7: 14 is about the Lord’s response to Solomon
after building and dedicating the furnished temple of the Lord (our Heart).
“Then if my people who are called by my Name (in Christ Jesus) will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their
land, I will listen to every prayer made in this place. For I have chosen this
Temple and set it apart to be my home forever. My eyes and heart will
always be here. Read also 1 Samuel Chapter 16:7 about God scanning
always our Thoughts, Intentions [or motives] and Emotions of love
otherwise known as the “TIE” acronym.
517.
2 Chronicles Chapter 7 verses 17 – 18: “As for you, if you follow me
as your father David did and obey all my commands, laws and
regulations, then I will not let anyone take away your throne. This is the
same promise I gave your father David, when I said: ‘You will never fail to
have a successor who rules over Israel”. Apply this promise as a father or
CEO to your family or business dynasty, respectively, in Jesus Name –
Amen. Note that in Chapter 9, Solomon actually ruled with Justice and
Righteousness.
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518.
Read about Rehoboam as fourth and last King of united Israel in an
NLT table on him around 2 Chronicles Chapter 10. Rehoboam divided his
kingdom through unwise advice and marriages to foreign women thereby
abandoning worship of God and allowing idolatry to flourish. Lesson:
Every choice we make has real and long – lasting consequences and
thoughtless decisions often lead to exchanging what is most valuable for
something of far less value.
519.
Read about Asa, a good king in an NLT table around 2 Chronicles
Chapter 14. Lesson: Efforts to follow God’s plans and rules yield positive
results. For our peace and victories in life, meditate on 2 Chronicles
Chapter 16:9. “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him (in genuine
praise and worship). That a fool you have been! From now on, you will be
at war”. God forbid!
520.
Read about Jehoshaphat, Asa’s son as a good king but who failed to
remove all pagan shrines and whose people were never fully committed
to God in an NLT table on him around 2 Chronicles Chapter 17. He failed
to recognize the long – term results of his decisions and became
entangled with evil King Ahab through alliances including his son
marrying Ahab’s daughter.
521.
Read about Bible Persecutions in an NLT table around 2 Chronicles
Chapter 18 (including the 25 people or groups persecuted; The
persecutors; Why? Results; and Biblical references from Isaac, Moses,
David, Elijah, Elisha, Job, Jesus, Stephen, James, Peter, Paul, Timothy
and John).
522.
If you are ridiculed for being honest, remember that this can be a
sign that you are, indeed, doing what is right in God’s eyes. Note Prophet
Micaiah’s experience of being put in prison for prophesying against King
Ahab of Israel. Correlate this with Matthew Chapter 5: 10 – 12 that “God
blesses those who are persecuted because they live for God and when
.......you are mocked and persecuted and lied about because you are my
followers! Be happy about it!”
523.
2 Chronicles Chapter 19 verse 7: “Fear the Lord and judge with care,
for the Lord our God does not tolerate perverted justice, partiality or with
the taking of bribes”. All leaders should realize that they are judging for
God, be impartial and honest, faithful and act only out of fear of God, not
men. God holds us accountable for the authority we exercise on others.
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524.
2 Chronicles Chapter 20 verse 12b: “We are powerless against this
mighty army that is about to attack us. We do not know what to do, but we
are looking to you (Jehovah, Almighty God) for help”. As believers, we
have God’s Spirit in us and if we ask for God’s help when we face
struggles, God will fight for us. And God always triumphs for us when we
ask Him for help in our daily battles.
525.
Prayer of Praise Worship for Victory confirms that God is able to let
our enemies (Armies of Moab, Amnon & Edom) self – destruct
themselves. 2 Chronicles Chapter 20: 20b – 23 says “Believe in the Lord
your God, and you will be able to stand firm. Believe His prophets and
you will succeed.............Give thanks to the Lord, His faithful love endures
forever. At the moment they began to sing and give praise, the Lord
caused the armies of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir to start fighting
among them. The armies of Moab and Ammon turned against their allies
from Mount Seir and killed every one of them. After they had finished off
the Army of Seir, they turned on each other”. Hallelujah!

WEEK 29.
2 CHRONICLES 24 – 29.
PSALM 55 – 77.
PROVERBS 27 – 31.
526.
Read about King Joash who was a good king with hopeful start but
ruined by an evil end. Joash means Fire of Yaweh and age is no limit!
King Joash was assassinated in the end. Even the best counsel is
ineffective if it does not help us make wise decisions and as hurtful as
others may be, we are individually responsible for what we do or not do.
527.
Read about King Uzziah of Judah (who like father Amaziah, pleased
God initially but later became proud and tried to perform Levite Duties of
Priests and failed to remove symbols of idolatory – Money, Titles,
Thrones, Doctrines, theology, etc) in an NLT table around 2 Chronicles
Chapter 26.
Lesson: Lack of thankfulness to God can lead to pride – and Leprosy
broke upon King Uzziah! Due to his success, he developed pride and
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failed to realize that even successful people must acknowledge the role
God has for other people in their lives.
528.
King Hezekiah was good. He reopened the Temple, motivated the
Levites to purify the Temple and he later rededicated the Lord’s Temple
as well as brought tithes to God’s house. He had a personal growing
relationship with God and developed a powerful prayer life. We should
follow his example.
529.
Read about “Great Revivals in the Bible” involving 8 religious
leaders (Moses, Samuel, David, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, Ezra and
Nehemiah) in an NLT table on their leadership plus the people’s
responses in an NLT table around 2 Chronicles Chapter 29.
530.
Psalm 60 verse 12 says: “With God’s help we can do mighty things
for He will trample down our foes”. After all, all human help is useless
against our enemies without God (Psalm 60: 11).
531.
Psalm 7 verse1 says: “Please God rescue me! Come quickly, Lord
and help me”. When others disappoint and threaten us, we feel empty as
though a vital part of ourselves has been stolen. At those empty and
broken moments, we must join the psalmist in begging God to rush to our
aid. He alone can fill our lives with His joy.
532.

Read and meditate on Psalm 73 about the Destiny of The Wicked.

533.
Psalm 75 verse 2 says: “At the time I have planned, I will bring
justice against the wicked”, God will act when He is ready. As limited
human beings, we can’t understand God’s perspective about time. We
want everything now, unaware that God’s timing is better. When He is
ready, He will do what needs to be done not what we would like Him to do.
534.
Psalm 75 verse 10 says: “I will cut off the strength of the wicked but
I will increase the power of the Godly”. God turns the tables against evil
doers and brings glory to Himself from the foolishness of those who deny
Him or revolt against Him.
535.
Psalm 77 verse 14 says: “You are the God of MIRACLES and
WONDERS” from which the name of our Wondernet Ministry International
is derived for the purpose of networking professionals, youths and
families for Christ globally. Every human life and its sustenance are,
indeed, Wonders of God Almighty!
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536.
Proverbs 27 verses 5 – 6 says: “An open rebuke is better than
hidden love! Wounds from a friend are better than many kisses from an
enemy”. Who would prefer a friend’s wounds to an enemy’s kisses?
Answer: Anyone who considers the source and its motive. Who has your
best interest at heart?
537.
Proverbs 27 verse 19 says: “As a face is reflected in water, so the
heart reflects the person”. Our thoughts, intentions and emotions are the
greatest determinants of our fate in heaven on judgement day. Guard your
heart!
538.
Proverbs 28 verse 20 says: “The trustworthy will get a rich reward.
But the person who wants to get rich quick will only get into trouble”.
539.
Proverbs 28 verse 25 says: “Greed causes fighting; trusting the
Lord leads to prosperity”.
540.
Proverbs 29 verse 23 says: “Pride ends in humiliation, while
humility brings honour”.
541.
Proverbs 30 verses 7 – 8: “O God, I beg two favours from you before
I die. First, help me never to tell a lie. Second, give me neither poverty nor
riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs”. Having too much
money can be dangerous but so can having too little. Being poor can in
fact be hazardous to spiritual as well as physical health. On the other
hand, the rich people have trouble getting into God’s Kingdom (Matthew
Chapter 19: 23 – 24). But like Paul, we should learn how to live whether we
have little or plenty (Philippians Chapter 4: 12).
542.
Four things that are never satisfied in life are: (a) Grave. (b) Barren
womb. (c) Thirsty desert. (d) Blazing fire. Perhaps, Greed should be
added!
543.
Four things that amaze one are: (a) How the eagle glides through the
sky. (b) How a snake slithers on a rock. (c) How a ship navigates the
ocean. (d) How a man loves a woman.
544.
The 4 things that make the earth tremble and the earth cannot
endure are: (a) Slave who becomes a king. (b) Overbearing fool who
prospers. (c) Bitter woman who finally gets a husband. (d) Servant girl
who supplants her mistress (Proverbs 30: 18 – 19).
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545.
The 4 things on earth that are small but unusually wise are: (a) Ants
– they are not strong but store up food for winter. (b) Rock badgers – they
are not powerful but make homes among rocky cliffs. (c) Locusts – they
have no king but march like an army in ranks. (d) Lizards - they are easy
to catch, but are found even in king’s palaces! Ants can teach us about
preparation; badgers about wise building; locusts about cooperation and
order; and lizards about fearlessness!
546.
There are 4 stately monarchs on earth: (a) Lion. (b)Strutting Rooster.
(c) Male Goat. (d) King as he leads his army. Learn lessons from each of
them on Leadership strength; personal but appropriate pride or self
esteem; assertiveness; and royalty from them, respectively.
547.
Read about Diligence and Laziness in an NLT table around Proverbs
27. The diligent will become leaders, make good use of resources, are
fully satisfied and bring profit while the lazy person will become a slave,
wastes good resources, wants much but gets little and experiences
poverty. Moreover, the diligent love to give while the lazy person is full of
excuses for not working.
548.
Read about 7 Qualities of a good Leader in an NLT table around
Proverbs Chapter 29 as follows: (a) Works hard. (b) Does not penalise
people for their integrity. (c)Listens before answering. (d) Open to new
ideas. (e) Listens to both sides of the story. (f) Stands up under pressure.
(g) Stands up under praise. What happens without these traits are: (1)
Fools are honoured. (2)The wicked ruler is dangerous. (3) The people
despair. (4) The wicked ruler has wicked advisers!
549.
Read Proverbs 31: 10 – 31 to learn about the Virtuous Wife of Noble
Character. The Book of Proverbs ends with a picture of a woman of
strong character, great wisdom, many skills and great compassion. She is
an excellent wife and mother, a manufacturer, manager, realtor, farmer,
seamstress, upholsterer and merchant of great strength and dignity.
These traits result from reverence to God. Surprisingly, note that her
appearance is never mentioned because her attractiveness comes
entirely from her Character, Industry, Integrity and Resourcefulness. She
is the Biblical portrait of ideal womanhood. See her as an inspiration to be
your best. Finally, “Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a
woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised” (Proverbs 31: 30).
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WEEK 30.
2 CHRONICLES 30 – 36.
EZRA 1 – 10.
PSALM 78 – 80.
550.
Get encouragement from 2 Chronicles Chapter 32 verses 7 – 8 : “Be
strong and courageous! Don’t be afraid of the king of Assyria or his
mighty army for there is a power far greater on our side! He may have a
great army, but they are just men. We have the Lord our God (Yahweh) to
help us and to fight our battles for us!” These words encouraged the
people and should encourage us today in Jesus Name – Amen.
551.
Read about Manasseh, son of Hezekiah in an NLT table on him
around 2 Chronicles Chapter 33. Manasseh was a king who sinned and
sacrificed to idols but later, he repented humbly while in deep distress /
prison. While God will go a long way to get someone’s attention, His
forgiveness is limited, not by the amount of sin, but by our willingness to
repent genuinely.
552.
In an NLT table around Ezra Chapter 1, read about Prophecies
Fulfilled with Return of Israel from Exile after Fall of Jerusalem by
Babylonians for 70 years.
553.
King Cyrus allowed the exiles to return and rebuild God’s Temple at
Jerusalem. God had named Cyrus even before he was born! God also
predicted through His faithful prophets that the people of Judah would be
taken into captivity because of their sinfulness. Cyrus was not a Jew, but
God worked through him to return the exiled Jews to their homeland.
554.
Read 3 separate Years of Persian Kings & Jewish Leaders on Return
from Exile with their main accomplishments in an NLT table around Ezra
Chapter 2, including Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah as the three Jewish
leaders from 538 BC to 445 BC.
555.
In an NLT table around Ezra Chapter 3, read about Zerubbabel who
led exiles back and completed the rebuilding of the Temple. Lesson: A
leader needs to provide not only initial Motivation for a project but
continued Encouragement necessary to keep the project or service going.
He allowed problems and resistance to stop the rebuilding work but
God’s faithfulness is shown in the way He preserved David’s line.
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556.
Read about Post Exile Prophets (Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi) in
an NLT table around Ezra Chapter 6 including their main messages and
significance.
557.
Read about Ezra in an NLT table around Ezra Chapter 7. Ezra worked
for God alongside Nehemiah. Lesson: The starting place for serving God
is a personal commitment to serve Him TODAY even before knowing what
that service will be (especially as new believers). Moreover, a person’s
willingness to know and practice God’s Word will have a direct effect on
how God uses his or her life.
558.
Ezra Chapter 8 verses 21 – 23: “And there by the Ahava canal, I gave
orders for all of us to fast and humble ourselves before God. We prayed
that He would give us a safe journey and protect us, our children and our
goods as we travelled. For I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and
horsemen to accompany us and protect us from enemies along the way.
After all, we had told the king, “Our God protects those who worship Him,
but His fierce anger rages against those who abandon Him. So we fasted
and earnestly prayed that our God would take care of us, and He heard
our prayer”. Amen. Lesson: Spiritual preparation must precede physical
preparations. When we take time to put God first in any endeavour, we are
preparing well for whatever lies ahead of us for success!
559.
Ezra Chapter 9 verse 7 – 8: “Our whole history has been one of
great sin. That is why we and our king and priests have been at the mercy
of the pagan kings of the land. We have been killed, captured, robbed and
disgraced, just as we are today. But now, we have been given a brief
moment of grace, for the Lord our God has allowed a few of us to survive
as a remnant. He has given us security in this holy place. Our God has
brightened our eyes and granted us some relief from our slavery”. What a
wonderful Father whose unfailing love is everlasting!
560.
Prayer of Psalm 79 verses 9 – 10: “Help us, O God of our salvation!
Help us for the honour of your Name. O save us and forgive our sins for
the sake of your Name. Why should pagan nations be allowed to scoff,
asking “Where is their God? Show us your vengeance against the
nations, for they have spilled the blood of your servants”. For reasons
that we do not know, God sometimes allows pagan people to scoff at
believers. We should be prepared for criticisms, jokes and unkind
remarks because God does not place us beyond the attack of scoffers
and we must learn to endure suffering with patience while allowing God to
strengthen our character through it.
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WEEK 31.
JOHN 17 – 21.
ACTS 1 – 13.
561.
In John Chapter 17, Jesus prayed for Himself, His disciples and
future believers: “Make them pure and holy by teaching them your Words
of Truth” (John Chapter 17: 17). Read John Chapter 20: 29 also: “Blessed
are those who haven’t seen me and believe anyway”. Our faith in Christ
and in His Word activates our blessings on earth and in heaven. A
follower of Christ becomes pure and holy through believing and obeying
the Word of God (Hebrews Chapter 4: 12). Daily application of God’s Word
has a purifying effect on our minds and heart.
562.
In John Chapter 21: 17, Jesus asked Peter: “You know I love you”,
then “Feed my sheep”. It is one thing to say we love Jesus, but the real
test is willingness to serve Him.
563.
Read about Healing from Faith in Jesus in Acts Chapter 3 verse 16:
“Faith in Jesus Name has caused this Healing before your very eyes”. By
using Jesus’ name, Peter showed who gave him the authority and power
to heal. He did not emphasize what he could do but what God could do
through him. Jesus’ name is not to be used as magic but it must be used
in faith. It is Christ Himself, not merely the sound of His name that gives
our prayers and faith their power.
564.
For believers praying for Courage and Filling of the Holy Spirit, Read
Acts Chapter 4: 29 – 31. “And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give
your servants great boldness in their preaching. Send your healing
power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the Name of
Your Holy Servant Jesus. After this prayer, the building where they were
meeting shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. And they
preached God’s message with boldness”. The Lesson: All we need is the
Hand of God and His Holy Spirit to experience miracles, signs and
wonders thereby bypassing protocol, nature and due process or religious
ritual. Boldness is not reckless impulsiveness. Boldness requires
courage to press on through our fears and do what we know is right
(Joshua Chapter 1: 6 – 9).
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565.
Note the Deception of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts Chapter 5. Their
sin was not stinginess or holding back part of the money – it was their
choice whether or not to sell their land and how much to give. Their sin
was lying to God and God’s people, saying they gave the whole amount
and make themselves appear more generous than they really were.
566.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 7, read about Stephen. Lesson:
Striving for excellence in small assignments prepares one for greater
responsibilities and real understanding of God always leads to practical
and compassionate actions towards people.
567.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 8, read about Missionaries of
the New Testament & Their Journeys, Purpose and Scripture References,
including Philip, Peter, John, Paul, Barnabas, John Mark, Silas, Timothy,
Luke and Apollos.
568.
Read about Philip in an NLT table around Acts Chapter 8. One of the
first travelling missionaries, Philip showed that both mass response (the
Samaritans) and individual response (Ethiopian eunuch) to the gospel are
valuable. The gospel is universal Good News.
569.
Read about 10 Great Escapes in the Bible in an NLT table around
Acts Chapter 8, what happened and what the escape accomplished with
modern applications, including Jacob, Moses, Israelites, Spies, Samson,
Elijah, Saul / Paul, Peter and Paul with Silas.
570.
From Acts Chapters 7 – 8, Saul was one of the official witnesses at
the killing of Stephen. Saul was his Hebrew name and Paul his Greek
name was used as he began his ministry to the Gentiles. Later, Paul was
uniquely qualified to talk to the Jews about Jesus because he had once
persecuted those who believed in Him. Paul is the powerful example of a
person who was thought impossible for God to reach and change.
571.
Read about Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts Chapter 8: 26 –
40. Follow God’s divine leading even if it seems like a demotion. At first,
you may not understand His plans, but the results will prove that God’s
way is right eventually.
572.
Read about Paul of Tarsus as well as his Conversion on the way to
Damascus with God’s message to Ananias in Caesaria in an NLT table
around Acts Chapter 9. No person apart from Jesus Himself shaped the
history of Christianity like the apostle Paul. Lessons: The Good News is
that forgiveness and eternal life are available to all people and are gifts of
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God’s grace through faith in Christ. Moreover, God does not waste our
time; He will use our past and present so we may serve Him with our
future.
573.
Read about Cornelius (Roman army officer and his vision) in
Caesaria in an NLT table on him around Acts Chapter 10. God reaches
those who want to know Him and the gospel is for all people. Moreover,
there are always people everywhere eager to believe and when we are
willing to seek the truth and be obedient to the light God gives us, God
will reward us richly.
574.
Read about Herod Agrippa in an NLT table around Acts Chapter 11.
Lesson: Those who set themselves against God are doomed to ultimate
failure. Moreover, there is great danger in accepting praise that only God
deserves.
575.
Read about John Mark in an NLT table on him around Acts Chapter
12. Mistakes are effective teachers. Like him, those who learn from their
mistakes are wise. Personal maturity usually comes from a combination
of time and mistakes which are not usually as important as to what can be
learned from them.
576.
Read about Barnabas in an NLT table around Acts Chapter 13. Every
group needs an encourager. Encouragement is one of the most effective
ways to help. Sooner or later, true obedience to God involves risks and
there is always someone who needs encouragement.
577.
Acts Chapter 10 verse 28b: “But God has shown me that I should
never think of anyone as impure”. Note Peter’s miraculous escape from
Herod Agrippa’s prison in Acts 12. Remember Isaiah Chapter 11 verses 2
– 3: “And the Spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him – the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and Might, the Spirit of
knowledge and Fear of the Lord. He will delight in obeying the Lord. He
will never judge by appearance, false evidence or hearsay”. Jesus can
use anyone, even those considered impure by human thoughts. No
wonder, Isaiah Chapter 60: 2b – 3 says “but the glory of the Lord will
shine over you. All nations will come to your light. Mighty kings will come
to see your radiance”. Amen.
578.
There are 5 Great Prayers about Church Growth in the Book of Acts
as follows: (a) In Acts Chapter 4: 24, all prayed. (b) In Acts Chapter 5: 12,
all met with God regularly. (c) In Acts Chapter 6: 4, all spent their time in
prayer and teaching. (d) In Acts Chapter 12: 5, the entire Church prayed.
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(e) In Acts Chapter 13: 2 – 3, all worshipped God, with fasting and prayers,
and dedicated believers by consecration and laying hands on them. In
summary, there are Four Strategies for Church Growth as follows: (1)
Corporate prayers. (2) Bible Teachings. (3) Fellowship that is regular. (4)
Sharing what everyone has with others.

WEEK 32.
NEHEMIAH 1 – 13.
ESTHER 1 – 10.
579.
Nehemiah’s leadership skills and wisdom for rebuilding the broken
down “walls” of Jerusalem’s Temple (our Heart – Thoughts, Intention &
Emotions) and Transformation of God’s People show that there are no
triumphs in life without troubles! Jeremiah organized, managed,
supervised, encouraged, met opposition, confronted injustice and kept
going until the walls were built. Like Nehemiah, we should be people of
action, not merely talk. Note that Ezra, not Nehemiah, was the official
religious leader. It is very significant that Nehemiah was a layman, not a
member of the religious establishment or a prophet. He was motivated by
his relationship with God and he devoted his life to doing God’s will in a
secular world. Such people are very crucial to God’s work in all aspects
of life and we must follow their examples. No matter what your work or
role in life, we must view it as God’s special calling to serve Him.
580.
Recognizing and admitting sin are not enough; genuine revivals
must result in Nehemiah type of Reforms and Prayers with very
meticulous plans, otherwise, they become merely an expression of
enthusiasm only and our God does neither want nor deserves half –
hearted measures of loyalty and faith. We must always ask God to move
into the centre of all that we plan and do as individuals and as Nations.
Remember Dr. Makanjuola Owolabi’s 5 P’s : “Proper Preparation
Produces Proper Performance”, and / or, “Poor Preparation Produces
Poor Performance”!
581.
In an NLT table around Nehemiah Chapter 2, read: How Nehemiah
Used Prayer. Apply this regularly to secular and religious aspects of life.
How often do you pour out your heart to God with specific goal – directed
requests? Tell God how you feel in prayers after being taunted and
ridiculed also. Avoid a desire for revenge and turn matters over to God.
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582.
Trusting God does not mean that we do nothing. Action does not
mean that we do not trust God. But under pressure, ask and pray to rely
only on God for emotional and mental stability. Nehemiah employed a
strategy to frustrate the enemies – prayer, encouragement, guard duty
and consolidation.
583.
In an NLT table around Nehemiah Chapter 5, read about Nehemiah,
the Governor (common man with unique position and great influence
although with little power). There are two ways to be useful to God: (a)
TALK to God and welcome Him into your heart (thoughts, intentions and
emotions) and share yourself with Him. (b) WALK with God. Put what you
learn from His Word into action. God may have an impossible mission to
do through you and me! Nothing is impossible with God (Mark 10: 27).
Nehemiah was a man of faith, character, prayer and persistence /
perseverance. He was a brilliant planner, organizer, motivator and hard
worker yet calm in the face of opposition. This is Leadership with the
Character of Christ!
584.
Nehemiah Chapter 2 verse 17 says: “.....You know full well the
tragedy of our city (Nation). It lies in ruins, and its gates are burned. Let
us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and rid ourselves of this disgrace”. We
frequently underestimate people and don’t challenge them with our
dreams for God’s work in the world. When God plants an idea in your
mind to accomplish something for Him, share it with others and trust the
Holy Spirit to impress them with similar thoughts. Don’t regards yourself
as the only one through whom God is working. Often, God uses one
person to express the vision and others to turn it into reality.
585.
Ten Leadership Lessons from Nehemiah are: (a) Leaders have a
servant’s heart. (b) Leaders have people’s burdens in their heart. (c)
Leaders are very prayerful. (d) Leaders fast and pray regularly. (e)
Leaders have good relationships with both the king and the people. (f)
Leaders have a plan, vision and purpose for the people. (g) Leaders
involve others in the assignment like Jesus and His 12 professional
disciples. (h) Leaders endure and are calm under persecution and
distractions. (i) Leaders are wise to answer everyone. (j) Leaders are
courageous and strong even when facing persecution, threats and
intimidation.
586.
From Nehemiah Chapter 5 verse 14 – 16, read about Nehemiah’s
personal sacrifices, fear of God and exemplary lifestyle / decisions. As a
result of his fear of God, Nehemiah did not take advantage of the people
for selfish gains. Instead, he prayed and encouraged them and when God
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had frustrated the enemy’s knowledge of Nehemiah’s plans, he added
another strategy of only half of his men working while the other half stood
guard for their collective protection against the enemies.
587.
Read Nehemiah Chapter 6 verse 9b: “So I prayed for strength /
power to continue the work” We should likewise pray for 7S’s from God in
the power of the Holy Spirit, namely: Strength (or power); Security (or
protection); Sense (or wisdom); Sincerity (or truth); Supplies (or
provisions); Sovereignty; and Salvation. In Chapter 7, Nehemiah
registered the people, family by family in Jerusalem. Read also Nehemiah
Chapter 8 verse 10b: “The joy of the Lord is your (and my) strength”.
Enter into celebrations and worship that honour God and allow Him to fill
you with His joy that surpasses human understanding.
588.
In an NLT table around Nehemiah Chapter 9, read about “Going
Home: 2 Great Journeys of Israel”. This is about Exodus versus Return
from Exile. Note in each, where were they? How many? How long? Who
led them? What purpose? What obstacles they faced? What failures they
experienced? What successes they had? Lessons learnt.
589.
Regarding prosperity as a possible precursor of sin, read Nehemiah
Chapter 9 verse 28: “But when all was going well, your people turned to
sin again, and once more You let their enemies conquer them. Yet,
whenever your people cried to you again for help, you listened once more
from heaven. In your wonderful mercy, you rescued them repeatedly!”
This is the miracle of God’s grace.
590.
Prayer: In Wondernet Ministry International and all ministries
globally, may our families’ and members’ names be recorded and
remembered in heaven concerning their services to Almighty God in
Nigeria and globally – Amen. Everybody should pray for God to activate
Psalm 37:23 to direct our steps because He delights in every detail of our
secular and spiritual lives.
591.
Nehemiah Chapter 13 verse 14: “Remember this good deed, O my
God, and do not forget all that I have faithfully done for the Temple of my
God”. Like Nehemiah, we should pray also for God to remember us and
reward us for our services in His kingdom in Jesus Name. Amen.
592.
Nehemiah showed that God’s Book is a “transformer” with four
lessons whenever it is read to people who listen, fast and pray while
meditating on His Word. The four Lessons are: (a)There is no success
without the risk of failure. (b) There is no reward without hard work. (c)
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There is no opportunity without criticism and difficulties; and every
difficulty has an opportunity. (d) There is no good leadership without trust
in God.
593.
The Book of Esther demonstrates God’s Sovereignty and Loving
Care for His people. With God in charge, we can take courage that He will
guide us through the circumstances we face in our lives. As we unite our
life’s purpose to God’s purpose, we benefit from His sovereign care. For a
God who is love, racial hatred is always sinful.
594.
Read about Mordecai in an NLT table around Esther Chapter 2. The
rewards of doing right are sometimes delayed, but they are guaranteed by
God Himself.
595.
In an NLT table around chapter 4, read about Esther. Serving God
demands that we risk our own security. God has a purpose whatever
situation He places us. Moreover, courage, while often vital, does not
replace careful planning. While her beauty and character won the king’s
heart, Esther was open to advice in humility and willing to act with faith in
God.
596.
In an NLT table around Esther Chapter 6, read about Hamman.
Hatred will be punished. Correlate this with Psalm 34: 21. God has
amazing records and plans to make evil plans backfire! All pride,
arrogance and self – importance will be punished. Insatiable thirst for
power and prestige is self – destructive eventually. The most arrogant
people are often those who must measure their self worth by the power or
influence that they think they have over others.
597.
In an NLT table around Esther Chapter 8, read about “How God
Works in the World”. God can overrule the natural order to accomplish an
act that people may or may not have requested. We can always ask God
to intervene in certain affairs while realizing that our knowledge and
perspectives are limited. We should trust that God is in control even when
circumstances seem to indicate that He is not.
598.
Additional lessons from Mordecai’s example are: (a) Opportunities
we have are more important than the ones we wish we had. (b) We can
trust God to weave together the events of life for our best outcomes. (c)
Refuse to bow to any idol and worship God only.
599.
In an NLT table around Esther Chapter 3, read “God behind the
Scenes in Esther” including Divine Incidents and Biblical references. For
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example, Esther who worshipped God became queen in a foreign land.
God allowed Mordecai to overhear a death plot and save the king’s life.
King Xerxes can’t sleep and decides to read a history book. The king read
the exact page needed for the moment reminding him of an unpaid reward
to Mordecai. Finally, Haman’s plan is exactly reversed with the intended
victims now the victors.
600.
Esther Chapter 4 verse 14b: “.....What is more, who can say but that
you have been elevated to the palace for such a time as this?” Mordecai
and Esther saw that God had placed them in their positions for a purpose,
so they seized the moment and acted. When it is within our reach to save
others, we must do so. In a life threatening situation, don’t withdraw,
behave selfishly, wallow in despair or wait for God to fix everything.
Instead, ask God for His direction and act. God may have placed you
where you are “for just such a time as this”.
601.
Esther Chapter 9 verse 1: “On March 7th the two decrees of the king
were put into effect. On that day, the enemies of the Jews had hoped to
destroy them, but quite the opposite happened”. Festival of Purim is an
Annual Celebration on March 7th. The Jews killed their enemies who
wanted them killed and their evil plots actually backfired by God working
behind the scenes! Haman had decreed that on March 7th, anyone could
kill the Jews and take their property. But Mordecai had the king sign a
new law giving Jews the right to fight back.

WEEK 33.
JOB 1 – 36 (JOB WAS PROBABLY WRITTEN BY
MOSES).
602.
In an NLT table around Job Chapter 2, read “4 Main Sources of
Suffering”: My sin; Other people’s sin; Avoidable disasters; and Natural,
unavoidable disasters; Who is responsible; Who is affected; and Needed
response”, all with their Biblical references.
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603.
Read about Job in an NLT table around Job Chapter 3. It is better to
know God than to know the answers. God is caring and pain is not always
punishment. Job was an exemplary man of Faith, Patience & Endurance.
Almighty God is not arbitrary or uncaring and pain is not always
punishment from Him.
604.
In an NLT table around Job Chapter 4, read “Advice from Job’s
Three Friends, Elihu and from God”; how they helped; their reasoning;
their Advice; Job’s response; and God’s response.
605.
Job Chapter 5 verses 12 – 13: “ He frustrates the plans of the crafty,
so their efforts will not succeed. He catches those who think they are wise
in their own cleverness, so that their cunning schemes are thwarted”. In 1
Corinthians Chapter 3: 19, Paul quoted this as the only time Job is quoted
in the New Testament.
606.
Job Chapter 8 verses 5 – 7: “But if you pray to God and seek the
favour of the Almighty, if you are pure and live with complete integrity, He
will rise up and restore your happy home. And though you started with
little, you will end with much”. Amen. This is the reward of praying in
integrity and righteous living. Like Bildad, however, don’t assume that
people suffer only as a result of their sins.
607.
Job Chapter 8 verses 20 – 22: “But look! God will not reject a person
of integrity, nor will He make evildoers prosper. He will yet fill your mouth
with laughter and your lips with shouts of joy. Those who hate you will be
loathed with shame, and the tent of the wicked will be destroyed”. Amen.
608.
In an NLT table around Job Chapter 28, read “Where Can Wisdom
Be Found?” Note Eliphaz, Bidad, Zophar and Job’s attitudes to wisdom
and their attitudes to God. Job alone confirms that God is the source of
wisdom and that the first step toward wisdom is to fear God (Proverbs
Chapter 9: 10).
609.
Job Chapter 28 verse 17: “Wisdom is far more valuable than gold
and crystal. It cannot be purchased with jewels mounted in fine gold”.
Wisdom begins with knowing God. He gives insight into living because
He created life. If you really want to be wise, get to know God better and
better via His Word and His Son, Jesus Christ.
610.
Job Chapter 28 verse 28 says: “And this is what He says to all
humanity: The fear of the Lord is true wisdom; to forsake evil is real
understanding”. Fear of the Lord means to have respect and reverence
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for God and to be in awe of His majesty and power. This is the starting
point for true wisdom (Proverbs Chapter 1: 7 – 9).
611.
In an NLT table around Job Chapter 34, read about “How Suffering
Affects Us”. Suffering is helpful when we turn to god and are ready to
learn from a trustworthy God as well as identify with what Christ suffered
on the cross for us while remaining sensitive to the amount of suffering in
the world. Suffering, however, is harmful when we reject god, allow it to
make us self – centred and selfish, reject the fact that God can bring good
out of calamity as well as accuse God of being unjust and thereby lead
others to reject Him.
612.
Job Chapter 33 verses 23 – 26: “But if a special messenger (Jesus)
from heaven is there to intercede for a person, to declare that he is
upright, God will be gracious and say ‘Set him free. Do not make him die,
for I have found a ransom for his life. Then his body will become as
healthy as a child’s, firm and youthful again. When he prays to God, he
will be accepted. And God will receive him with joy and restore him to
good standing”. Jesus Christ came to fulfil these: Ransom; Health;
Prayers for our acceptance by God; Joy; and Restoration to good
standing before God.
613.
Job Chapter 36 verses 15 and 18: “But by means of their suffering,
He rescues those who suffer. For He gets their attention through
adversity”. “But watch out, or you may be seduced with wealth. Don’t let
yourself be bribed into sin”.
614.
When you are exhausted and feel you can’t go on, remember that
the first step to healing is pour out all you are feeling to the God of the
universe. Pour your heart to God, for He is a loving and caring God who
gave us His only Son to die for our salvation. Through suffering, we learn
that God is enough for our lives and our future. We must love God
regardless of whether He allows blessing or suffering to come to us.
Testing is difficult but the result is often a deeper relationship with God.
Those who endure the testing of their faith will experience God’s great
rewards in the end like Job.
615.
Ministers and righteous persons can suffer not because they have
sinned, but we must not lose hope and trust in God so as to gain an
eternal perspective of things and receive the ability to deal with bad
situations more constructively as children of God. Suffering is not always
a direct result of personal sin. When we experience severe suffering, it
may not be our fault, so we don’t have to add to our pain by feeling guilty
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that some hidden sin is causing our trouble. We must courageously
accept what God allows to happen in our lives and remain firmly
committed to Him.

WEEK 34.
JOB 37 – 42.
ECCLESIASTES 1 – 12.
SONGS OF SONGS 1 – 8.
PSALM 81 – 90.
616.
Read about “GOD Speaks” in an NLT table around Job Chapter 38.
Learn what God spoke to Adam & Eve; Noah; Abraham; Jacob; Moses;
Joshua; Samuel; Isaiah; Jeremiah; and Ezekiel with all Biblical
references.
617.
Job Chapter 37 portrays the supernatural Power of God. When He
asks you questions, you cannot answer but obedience and patience draw
God’s blessings and restoration. Nothing can compare with God. His
power and presence are awesome, and when He speaks, we must listen.
Although we can’t see it, God is divinely governing the moral and political
affairs of people as well. By spending time observing the majestic and
intricate parts of God’s creation, we can be reminded of His power in
every aspect of our lives.
618.
In an NLT table around Job Chapter 4, read about “Job & Jesus”.
While someone must help approach God in Job Chapter 9: 32 – 33, Jesus
Christ is the only one Mediator who can reconcile God and people in 1
Timothy Chapter 2: 5. The Book of Job is intimately tied to the New
Testament because Job’s many questions and problems are answered
perfectly in Jesus Christ.
619.
Read about “When we Suffer: Questions and Our Responses” in an
NLT table around Job Chapter 42. Am I being punished by God for sin?
Confess known sins. Is Satan attacking me as I try to survive as a
Christian? Call on God for strength. Am I being prepared for a special
service, learning to be compassionate to those who suffer? Resist self –
pity and ask God to open doors of opportunity as well as help you to
discover others who suffer as you do. Is my suffering due to some
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unknown reason? Don’t draw inward from the pain. Rather proclaim your
faith in God, know that He cares and wait patiently for His aid.
620.
Job Chapter 42 verse 10: “When Job prayed for his friends, the Lord
restored his fortunes. In fact, the Lord gave him twice as much as before”.
Note that Job’s restoration came after he showed love to his friends
despite their enemy stance! After receiving much criticism, Job was still
able to pray for his three friends. It is difficult to forgive someone who has
accused us of wrong – doing, but job did. Are you praying for those who
have hurt you? Our complete restoration may not be in this life like Job –
but it will happen. God loves us, and He is just. He not only will restore
whatever we have lost unjustly, but He will also give us more than we can
imagine as we live with Him in eternity. Amen.
621.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 2 verses 13 – 14: “Wisdom is of more value
than foolishness, just as light is better than darkness. For the wise person
sees, while the fool is blind. Yet I saw that wise and foolish people share
the same fate”. Both of them die! The Book of Ecclesiastes is written to
spare future generations the bitterness of learning through their own
experiences that life is meaningless apart from God.
622.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 verses 1, 7: “There is a time for everything, a
season for every activity under heaven...... A time to tear and a time to
mend. A time to be quiet and a time to speak up”. Timing is important.
The secret of peace with God is to discover, accept and appreciate God’s
perfect timing. The danger is to doubt or resent God’s timing. This can
lead to despair, rebellion, or moving ahead without His advice.
623.
From Ecclesiastes Chapter 3: 9 – 13, the ability to find satisfaction in
our work depends to a large extent upon our attitude. We become
dissatisfied if we lose sense of purpose that God intended for our work.
We can enjoy our work if we: (a) Remember that God gave us the work to
do. (b) Realize that the fruit of our labour is a gift from God. (c) We should
also see our work as a way to serve God and our neighbours in love.
624.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 verse 18: “Then I realized that God allows
people to continue in their sinful ways so He can test them. That way,
they can see for themselves that they are no better than animals”. This
should serve as a consolation for the corruption and injustices of this life
since God does not ignore injustices but will bring them to an end at His
appointed time.
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625.
Learn the lesson on Teamwork and Business Partnerships from
Ecclesiastes Chapter 4 verses 9 – 10: “Two people can accomplish more
than twice as much as one; they get a better return for their labour”. If one
person falls, the other can reach out and help. But people who are alone
when they fall are in real trouble”. There are advantages to cooperating
with others. Life is designed for companionship, not isolation, for
intimacy, not loneliness. Don’t isolate yourself and try to go it alone. Seek
companions. Be a team member and belong to a Godly network.
626.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 5 verses 19 – 20: “And it is a good thing to
receive wealth from God and the good health to enjoy it. To enjoy your
work and accept your lot in life – that is indeed a gift from God. People
who do this rarely look with sorrow on the past, for God has given them
reasons for joy”. This is the biblical connection between Health, Work,
Wealth and Joy. Verse 15: “People who live only for wealth come to the
end of their lives as naked and empty – handed as on the day they were
born”. Prosperity is not always good and adversity is not always bad. But
God is always good and if we live as he wants us to, we will be content
627.
Read about Reputation in Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 verse 1: “A good
reputation is more valuable than the most expensive perfume. In the same
way, the day you die is better than the day you are born”. This is not
contradictory to Lesson 626 above. Adversity reminds us that life is short,
teaches us to live wisely and refines our character.
628.
On Criticism, read Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 verse 5: “It is better to be
criticised by a wise person than to be praised by a fool”. This permits
humble assertiveness from a team member as part of “SCREAM”
professional safety indoctrination
629.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 verse 8:“Finishing is better than starting.
Patience is better than pride”. To finish what we start takes hard work,
wisdom, self – discipline and patience. Anyone with vision or imagination
can start a big project. But vision without wisdom often results in
unfinished projects and goals
630.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 verse 12: “Wisdom or money can get you
almost anything, but it’s important to know that only wisdom can save
your life”. No wonder Proverbs Chapter 3: 18 says “Wisdom is a tree of
life to those who embrace her; happy are those who hold her tightly”.
631.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 8 verse 11: “When a crime is not punished,
people feel it is safe to do wrong”. Institutional or organizational justice
105

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
means a system with sanctions and incentives for those who do wrong or
right things, respectively. This is the only path to develop and orderly and
safe society on the long run”.
632.
Read Ecclesiastes Chapter 9: 13 – 17which is for Professionals and
the need for their prosperity. Society honours wealth, attractiveness and
success above wisdom! Yet wisdom is a greater asset than strength
although it is often overlooked especially if it is from poor people as
shown in this Biblical story. Even though it is more effective, wisdom
from people who are poor often goes unheeded. From this parable,
however, we can learn to appreciate wisdom, no matter whom it comes
from, whether poor or rich.
633.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 10 verse 2: “ The hearts of the wise lead them
to do right and the hearts of the foolish lead them to do evil”. This is
similar to the message of Galatians Chapter 5 with 9 Virtues (Fruit of the
Spirit) and 22 Vices listed therein in an NLT table around that chapter.
634.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 11 verse 4: “If you wait for perfect conditions,
you will never get anything done”. Read also verse 6 for the mystery of
God’s wisdom on diversification in business, namely, “Be sure to stay
busy and plant a variety of crops, for you never know which will grow –
perhaps they all will”.
635.
For Youths, read Ecclesiastes Chapter 12 verse 1: “Don’t let the
excitement of youth cause you to forget your creator. Honour Him in your
youth before you grow old and no longer enjoy living”. A life without God
can produce bitterness, loneliness and hopelessness in old age.
Moreover, a life centred around god is fulfilling and can be richer and
more bearable when we are faced with disabilities, sickness or handicaps.
Being young is exciting but this can become a barrier to closeness with
god if it makes young people focus on passing pleasures instead of on
things of eternal values.
636.
Ecclesiastes Chapter 12 verses 13 – 14: “Here is the final
conclusion: Fear God and obey His commands, for this is the duty of
every person. God will judge us for everything we do, including every
secret thing, whether good or bad”. Have you committed your life to God?
Does your life measure up to God’s standards?
637.
Songs of Songs 1verse 6 says: “Don’t look down on me, you fair city
girls, just because my complexion is so dark. The sun has burned my
skin. My brothers were angry with me and sent me out to tend the
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vineyards in the hot sun. Now see what it has done to me!” Black is
beautiful! Solomon, therefore, loved her dark skin.
638.
Pure love is expressed in ‘Giving Self’ and it involves commitment
and fulfilling promises as well as both partners having delight together.
Three things will endure, namely, Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest
is love (1 Corinthians Chapter 13: 13).
639.
Psalm 84 verse 10: “A single day in your courts is better than a
thousand elsewhere else! I would rather be a gatekeeper in the House of
God than live a good life in the homes of the wicked”. Why/ For the Lord
God is our light and protector. He gives grace and glory. No good thing
will the Lord withhold from those who do what is right” in His court (verse
11).
640.
Moreover, God is in the business of destroying and chasing our
enemies, disgracing the wicked, giving protection to the righteous and
scattering the evil plans of the enemy. From Psalm 84 verse 6, the person
who spends time with God will see his or her adversity as an opportunity
to re – experience God’s faithfulness. “When they walk through the Valley
of Weeping, it will become a place of refreshing springs where pools of
blessing collect after the rains!”
641.
Prayer of Psalm 86 verses 1 – 3, 10: “Bend down, O Lord and hear
my prayer, answer me, for I need your help. Protect me, for I am devoted
to you. Save me, for I serve you and trust you. You are my God. Be
merciful, O Lord for I am calling on you constantly.... For you are great
and perform great miracles. You alone are God” Amen.
642.
Psalm 89 verse 14: “Your throne is founded on two strong pillars –
Righteousness and Justice. Unfailing love and truth walk before you as
attendants”. Make sure your actions flow out of righteousness, justice,
love and faithfulness, because any unfair, unloving, or dishonest action
cannot come from God.
643.
Psalm 90 verse 12: “Teach us to make the most of our time, so that
we may grow in wisdom”. Realizing that life is short helps us use the little
time we have more wisely and for eternal good. Take time to number your
days by asking, what do I want to see happen in my life before I die? What
small step could I take toward that purpose today?
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WEEK 35.
ACTS 14 – 28.
ROMANS 1 – 5.
644.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 13, read about Barnabas’s
Life’s Lessons: (a) Encouragement is one of the most effective ways to
help. (b) Sooner or later, true obedience to God will involve risks. (c)
There is always someone who needs our encouragement. Paul and
Barnabas were in Iconium, Lystra & Derbe and later Antioch again with
Judas & Silas. Barnabas was one of the first to sell possessions to help
the Christians in Jerusalem and the first to travel with Paul as a
missionary team.
645.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 15, read “The First Church
Conference”. Peter and James as a group confirmed the position that
Faith is the only requirement but there must be evidence of change by
rejecting the old lifestyle of both Jewish and Gentile Christians. They tried
to distinguish between what was true from God’s Word and also what was
just human tradition.
646.
Four things that happen when you preach Christ are: (a) People
believe and are saved. (b) Some people will poison the mind of others. (c)
Some people will have divided opinions. (d) Some people will attack you
directly or indirectly.
647.
In Acts, the three sources of healing power are: (a) Sitting and
listening to the Word – concentrating and focusing on the Master’s feet.
(b) Reception and assimilation of God’s Word. (c) Faith in God’s Word.
648.
Four Christian Leadership assignments are: (a)To strengthen
believers. (b) To encourage believers so as to continue in their faith in
Jesus.
(c) To remind believers that they must suffer hardships. (d) To
pray and fast for self, for family, for followers and even for enemies.
649.
The three tools for Conflict Resolution in ministry work are: (a)
History - because ignorance of history is often the greatest problem. (b)
Our experience, for example, that of Paul & Barnabas. (c) The Word of
God – in Acts 15.
650.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 17, read “The Books of The
New Testament & When they were written?” chronologically from 49AD,
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starting with Galatians, James, Thessalonians, Corinthians, …….and
ending with Hebrews; John; 1,2,3 John, Revelation which was written in
95 AD.
651.
Read about Silas in an NLT table around Acts Chapter 16. He was a
leader in the Jerusalem church and was closely associated with Paul from
the Second Missionary Journey on. Lessons: Partnership is a significant
part of effective ministry and God never guarantees that His servants will
not suffer. Moreover, obedience to God will often mean giving up what
makes us feel secure.
652.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 17, read about Luke, a well educated and trained physician with the essential qualities of
compassion; a caring heart; a humble, faithful and useful team partner of
Paul. Lessons: (a) The words we leave behind will be a lasting picture of
who we really are. (b) Even the most successful person needs the
personal care of others. (c) Excellence is shown by how we work when
no one is noticing.
653.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 18, read about Aquilla &
Priscilla, the Jewish tent makers in Corinth. As a married couple who
knew how to make the most of their lives, they complemented each other,
capitalized on each other’s strengths to form an effective team for God.
Lessons: (a) Couples can have an effective ministry together. (b) The
home is a valuable tool for evangelism. (c) Every believer needs to be well
educated in the faith, whatever his or her role may be in the Church.
654.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 18, read about Apollos, a gifted
and persuasive preacher and apologist (someone who tries to explain and
defend something) of the early church who was also willing to be taught.
Lessons: (a) Effective communication of the gospel includes an accurate
message delivered with God’s power. (b) A clear verbal defence of the
gospel can be a real encouragement to believers, while convincing
unbelievers of its truth.
655.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 23, read “Usung Heroes in
Acts” – 10 heroes with their heroic actions including the crippled man;
five deacons; Ananias; Cornelius; Rhoda; James; Lydia; Jason; Paul’s
nephew; and Julius. Jason, for example, risked his life for the gospel by
allowing Paul to stay in his home. He stood up for what was true and right
even though he faced persecution for it.
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656.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 25, read about Herod Agrippa
II, last of the Herod dynasty that ruled part of Palestine from 40 BC to AD
100.Lessons: (a) Families pass on both positive and negative influences
to children. (b) There are no guarantees of multiple opportunities to
respond to God.
657.
In an NLT table around Acts Chapter 27, read about Paul’s Journey
to Rome and all that happened. A riot broke out in Jerusalem. He was
brought before the Jewish High Council and because of his Roman
citizenship, he was rescued from the religious leaders who wanted to kill
him. Later the group consensus was that he was guilty of nothing and
could have been released if he had not appealed to Rome to where he
finally left, courtesy of the Roman Empire.
658.
Acts Chapter 15 verse 11: “We believe that we are all saved the
same way, by the special favour of the Lord Jesus”. Read about
Paul’s conversion and his second missionary journey to Macedonia.
659.
Acts Chapter 16 verses 25 – 26: “Around midnight, Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
listening. Suddenly, there was a great earthquake, and the prison was
shaken to its foundations. All the doors flew open, and the chains of
every prisoner fell off”. As we pray to God and praise Him in songs, may
all our chains and problems fall off and receive solutions in Jesus Name,
Amen.
660.
Imitate Jason in Acts Chapter 17: 7 and let servants of God be
welcome in your homes because of their allegiance to Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour. Paul preached in Thessalonica. Paul & Silas also
preached in Berea – there the people “searched the Scriptures” regularly.
Do likewise..
661.
In Acts Chapter 17: 27 – 28, Paul addresses the men of Athens with
their ‘ unknown gods’: “His purpose in all this was that the nations should
seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward Him and find Him –
though He is not far from any of us. For in Him we live and move and
exist. As one of your own poets says: ‘We are His offspring’”. God is
known in His creation. He is close to every one of us but He is not trapped
in His creation. God is the Creator, not the creation. This means that God
is sovereign and in control while at the same time He is close and
personal. Let the Creator of the universe rule your life.
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662.
Acts Chapter 19 verses 11 – 12: “God gave Paul the power to do
unusual miracles. So that even when handkerchiefs or cloths that had
touched his skin were placed on sick people, they were healed of their
diseases, and any evil spirits within them came out”.
Note the seven sons of Sceva who were calling on the Name of Jesus
without first knowing Him personally! God works His power only through
those He chooses.
663.
Note Demetrius, Silversmith in Ephesus and the Temple of Artemis
as well as the riot with Eutychus who fell three storeys down at Troas!
Artemis was a goddess of fertility. She was represented by a carved
female figure with many breasts. A large statue of her was in the great
temple at Ephesus. The temple was one of the wonders of the ancient
world and the festival of Artemis involved wild orgies and carousing.
Obviously, the religious and commercial life of Ephesus reflected the
city’s worship of this pagan deity.
664.
Paul in Acts Chapter 20 verse 21: “I have had one message for Jews
and Gentiles alike – the necessity of turning from sin and turning to God,
and of faith in our Lord Jesus”. The message of Salvation was si
important that Paul never missed an opportunity to share it. And although
he preached his message in different ways to fit different audiences, the
message remained the same. Turn away from sin and turn to Christ by
faith.
665.
Acts chapter 20 verse 24: “But my life is worth nothing unless I use
it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus – the work of telling
others the good news about God’s Wonderful Kindness and Love for
mankind”. God is looking for more men and women who will focus on that
one great task God has given them to do, namely, to tell others about
Christ (Philippians 3: 7 – 13).
666.
Acts Chapter 20 verse 30: “Even some of you will distort the Truth in
order to draw a following”. Number six (6) carries a symbolic and negative
sense or implication biblically, being neither humanly complete (five) or
divinely complete or fulfilled (seven which indicates that God - three
implies divine representation – plus four which stands for the known
world). Multiples of ten (and ten represents human completeness) are a
symbolic way to indicate many whereas three sixes (666), like this lesson
number, imply supreme evil!
667.
Acts Chapter 20 verses 32, 34 and 35: “And now I entrust you to God
and the Word of His Grace – His message that is able to build you up and
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give you an inheritance with all those He has set apart for Himself. ... You
know that these hands of mine have worked to pay my own way, and I
have even supplied the needs of those who were with me. And I have
been a constant example of how you can help the poor by working hard.
You should remember the Words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to
give than to receive”. This should be the real attitude and character of
genuine Christians, not the prevalent breed of selfish church goers who
see the house of God as the place to seek and extort money from others.
668.
Paul was sent to Governor Felix in Caesarea and later Gov. Festus
but Paul appealed to Emperor Caesar. Festus discussed Paul with visiting
King Agrippa & Bernice. Later, Paul was sent to Rome but there was a
shipwreck with 276 people on board to Island of Malta. Note the
poisonous snake episode before final arrival at Rome. In all his
challenges, Paul maintained that his life is worth nothing unless used for
doing the work assigned to him by Jesus and never distorting the truth
about Christ in order to draw a following 9Acts Chapter 20: 30).
669.
In Acts Chapter 27: 22 – 24, an angel of God encouraged Paul in a
vision and prophesied safety for him and everyone sailing with him
saying: “Don’t be afraid Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar!
What’s more, God in His goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing
with you”.
670.
Acts chapter 27 verse 25: “So take courage! For I believe God. It will
be just as He said. But we will be shipwrecked on an island”. May angels
of God watch over you, give you revelations and encourage you in every
aspect of life in Jesus Name. Amen.
671.
Acts chapter 28 verses 8 – 10: “As it happened, Publius’s father was
ill with fever and dysentery. Paul went in and prayed for him, and laying
hands on him, he healed him. Then all the other sick people on the island
came and were cured. As a result, we were showered with honours, and
when the time came to sail, people put on board all sorts of things we
would need for the trip”. Paul continued to minister to others even as a
ship – wrecked prisoner and on this trip alone, the Roman army officer,
the chief official of Malta and many others were affected thereby
spreading the Good News like wildfire.
672.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 1, read about “Faith” which
is God’s grace. It is not our faith that saves us! God gives us His faith, a
relationship with Jesus that helps us to become like Him. Through the
faith He gives us, He carries us from death to life. The just shall live by
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faith. Faith is the confident hope (Hebrews 11: 1). It is a gift God gives us
because He is saving us (Ephesians 2: 8). Because He is merciful, He
offers us faith. How tragic if we turn faith into a deed and try to develop it
on our own! We can never come to faith through our own faith any more
than His old testament people could come through their own sacrifices.
Instead, we must accept His gracious offer with thanksgiving and allow
Him to plant the seed of faith within us.
673.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 2, read about “Salvation’s
Freeway”. Everyone has sinned (Romans 3: 23). The penalty for our sin is
death (Romans 6: 23). Jesus Christ died for sin (Romans 5: 8). Finally, to
be forgiven for our sin, we must believe and confess that Jesus is Lord.
Salvation comes through Jesus Christ.
674.
Read Romans Chapter 1: 25b – 32 about God abandoning people to
their evil desires – lesbianism and homosexuality and every kind of
wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, fighting, deception, malicious
behaviour and gossip. Others include backstabbers, haters of God,
insolent, proud, boastful , refusing to understand God, breaking their
promises, heartless and unforgiving people who, aware of sin’s penalty
yet go ahead to sin and worse, even encouraging others to sin too!
675.
Read Romans Chapter 2: 15 about Level 2 out of 7 levels of Religion
or Spiritual Law: “They demonstrate that God’s law is written within them,
for their own consciences either accuse them or tell them they are
doing what is right”. Those who have never seen the Bible know right
from wrong, and they will be judged because they violated those
standards that their own consciences dictated. God’s law is written within
them.
676.
Romans Chapter 2 verse 29: “No, a true Jew is one whose heart is
right with God. And true Circumcision is not a cutting of the body but a
change of heart produced by God’s Spirit. Whoever has that kind of
change seeks praise from God, not from the people”. According to Paul,
being a circumcised Jew meant nothing if the person didn’t obey God’s
laws. On the other hand, the uncircumcised Gentile would receive God’s
law and approval if they kept God’s law. He goes on to explain that a true
Jew (one who pleases God) is not someone who has been circumcised
but someone whose heart is right with God and obeys Him.
677.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 3, read about “Crucial
Concepts in Romans”. These are the concepts of Election, Justification,
Propagations, Redemption, Sanctification and Glorification. On Election,
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God’s choice for specific purpose or destiny is found in Romans 9: 10 –
13. On Justification, God’s act of declaring us “not guilty” for our sins,
making us right with Him is found in Romans 4: 25 and 5:18. On
Propitiation, the removal of God’s punishment for sin through the perfect
sacrifice of Jesus Christ is found in Romans 3: 25. On Redemption, Jesus
Christ has paid the price so we can go free. The price of sin is death and
Jesus paid the price in Romans 3: 24 and 8: 23. On Sanctification,
becoming more and more like Jesus Christ through the work of the Holy
Spirit is found in Romans 5: 2 and 5: 16. On Glorification, the ultimate
state of the believer after death when he or she becomes like Christ in 1
John 3: 2 is found in Romans 8: 18, 19 and 30.
678.
In Romans Chapter 3: 22 and 28, “We are made right in God’s sight
when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be
saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have done....So
we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law”.
God’s solution is available to all of us regardless of our background or
past behaviour. Unlike other religions, Christianity is unique in that no
good deed that we do will make us right with God. God saves us by faith
alone because faith eliminates the pride of human effort and exalts only
what God has done. Faith is based on our relationship with God, not our
performance for God.
679.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 5, read about “What We
Have As Children of Adam and of God’s”. Note the seven things that are
bad (Ruin, Sin, Death, Separation from God, Disobedience, Judgement
and Law) as well as the seven things that are good (Rescue,
Righteousness, Eternal life, Relationship with God, Obedience,
Deliverance and Grace) including all Biblical references.
680.
From Romans Chapter 5: 3 – 5, “We can rejoice, too, when we run
into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us – they help
us learn to endure. And endurance develops strength of character
in us, and character strengthens our confident expectation of salvation.
And this expectation will not disappoint us for we know how dearly God
loves us because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His
love”. So rejoice in suffering because God uses the difficulties of life and
Satan’s attacks to build our Character & Attitudes by developing
our Perseverance which also strengthens our character and deepen our
trust and confidence in God.
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WEEK 36.
ISAIAH 1 – 22.
PSALM 91 – 103.
681.
Isaiah’s purpose was to call Judah back to God. The first 39
chapters of Isaiah are about Judah’s sins while the last 27 chapters are
about God’s forgiveness and salvation through the future Messiah. Isaiah
Chapter 53 verse 5 says “He was wounded and crushed for our sins. He
was beaten that we might have peace, He was whipped and we were
healed”. The main message is that although judgement from other
nations was inevitable, the people could still have a special relationship
with God. Sometimes, we must suffer judgement and discipline before we
are restored to God.
682.
In an NLT table around Isaiah Chapter 6, read about Isaiah who is
considered the greatest Old Testament prophet. Isaiah is quoted 50 times
in the New Testament and he had powerful messages of both judgement
and hope. His ministry spanned the reigns of five kings of Judah.
Lessons: (a) God’s help is needed in order to comfort people while
effectively confronting sin. (b) One result of experiencing forgiveness is
the desire to share that forgiveness with others. (c) God is purely and
perfectly holy, just and loving.
683.
Read Isaiah Chapter 7verse14: “The virgin will conceive a child! She
will give birth to a Son and will call Him Immanuel – ‘God is with us”. It is
more likely that this prophecy had a double fulfilment: (a) A young woman
from the house of Ahaz who was not married would marry and have a
son. Before three years passed 9one year for pregnancy and two years
for a child to be old enough to talk), the two invading kings would be
destroyed. (b) Matthew 1: 23 quotes Isaiah 7: 14 to show a further
fulfilment of this prophecy in that a Virgin Mary conceived and bore a son,
Immanuel, the Christ.
684.
Read Isaiah Chapter 8 verse 13: “Do not fear anything except the
Lord Almighty. He alone is the Holy One. If you fear Him, you need fear
nothing else”. Isaiah was viewed as a traitor because he did not support
Judah’s national policies. He called the people to commit themselves first
to God and then to the king. He even predicted the overthrow of the
government.
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685.
Read Isaiah Chapter 9: 6-7. The four Names for the Messiah are: (a)
Wonderful Counsellor. He is exceptional, distinguished, without peer and
the one who gives the right advice. (b) Mighty God. He is God Himself. (c)
Everlasting Father. He is timeless as God our Father. (d) Prince of Peace.
His government is one of justice and peace.
686.
Isaiah Chapter 11 verse 2: “And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on
Him – the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and
Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and Fear of the Lord”. Read also Isaiah
Chapter 14 verses 26 – 27: Spirit of Sovereignty & Peace on Him. The
Messiah is the fulfilment of God’s promise that a descendant of David
would rule forever (2 Samuel 7: 16).
687.
In an NLT table around Isaiah Chapter 21, read about Five Alliances:
(a) Government. (b) Science. (c) Education. (d) Medical Science. (e)
Financial systems. From these is a “5 – Point Agenda”: (1) Good
Governance. (2) Science & Technology. (3) Quality Education. (4) Quality
Health. (5) Financial Security & Empowerment, all of which are relevant
today and applicable globally. While we rely on government legislation to
protect the moral decisions we want made, but legislation cannot change
people’s hearts. We enjoy the benefits of science and technology. We
often look to scientific predictions and analysis before we look to the
Bible. We expect education and degrees to guarantee the future success
without considering what God plans for our future. Moreover, we regard
modern medicine as the way to promote life and preserve its quality –
quite apart from faith and moral living. Furthermore, we place our faith in
financial “security”- making as much money as we can for ourselves,
forgetting that, while being wise with our money, we must trust God for
our needs.
688.
Psalm 91 is about God’s Protection in the midst of danger. God does
not promise a world free from danger, but He does promise His help
whenever we face danger. The writer’s faith in Almighty God as protector
would carry him through all the dangers and fears of life. This should be a
picture of our trust, trading all our fears for faith in Him, no matter how
intense our fears.
689.
Psalm 92 verses 14 – 15: “Even in old age they will still produce
fruit; they will remain vital and green. They will declare, ‘The Lord is just!
He is my rock! There is nothing but goodness in Him”. There are many
faithful older people who continue to have a fresh outlook and can teach
us from a lifetime of experience of serving God. Seek out an elderly friend
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or relative who can tell you about his or her experiences with the Lord
and challenge you to new heights of spiritual growth.
690.
Psalm 94 verses 12 – 13: “Happy are those whom you discipline,
Lord, and those whom you teach from your law. You give them relief from
troubled times until a pit is dug for the wicked”. At times, god must
discipline to help us. This is similar to a loving parent who disciplines his
child. The discipline is not very enjoyable to the child. It is essential to
teach him or her right from wrong.
691.
In an NLT table around Psalm 96, read “Justice in Psalms”. Justice
in Psalms is more than honesty. It is active intervention on behalf of the
helpless, especially the poor.
692.
Psalm 103 verse 11 – 12: “For His unfailing love toward those who
fear Him is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. He has
removed our rebellious acts as far away from us as the east is from the
west”. East and West can never meet. This is a symbolic portrait of God’s
forgiveness. When He forgives our sins, He separates it from us and does
not even remember it. God forgives and forgets. Ehen we forgive another,
we must also forget the sin. Otherwise, we have not truly forgiven.
693.
In an NLT table around Psalm 104, read “How God is Described in
Psalms” as All knowing; ever present; Beautiful and desirable; Creator;
Good and generous; Great and sovereign; Holy; Loving and faithful;
Merciful and forgiving; Powerful; Willing to reveal His Will; Righteous and
just; and as Spirit with all Biblical references.
694.
Every Godly vision contains four things or signatures: (a) The
personality of the visionary. (b) A specific target – person, nation or
church. (c) Time, evidence and proof of fulfilment. (d) True message from
God in line with God’s Word.
695.
Always, God judges us against three things: (a) Human pride and
arrogance. (b) Human idols. (c) Human enterprises / businesses which are
inconsistent with God’s Word and standards of morality or justice.
696.
For nations, the seven “Effects of Sin” are: (a) Boys become their
leaders, not elders. (b) Toddlers become rulers, not wise kings. (c) People
oppress each other. (d) Neighbours rise against neighbours. (e) Youths
and young people insult the elders. (f) Vulgar people look down on
respectable people. (g) Absence of the Grace of God’s enjoyment which
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means the people never really have true prosperity without sorrows in
their land.

WEEK 37.
ISAIAH 23 – 42.
PSALM 104 – 111.
697.
Read Isaiah Chapter 30 verse 15: “…..Only in returning to me and
waiting for me will you be saved. In quietness and confidence is your
strength. But you will have none of it” God warned Judah that turning to
Egypt and other nations for military might could not save them. Only God
could do that. They must wait for Him in “quietness and confidence”. No
amount of fast talking or hasty activity could speed up God’s grand
design. We have nothing to say to God, but thank you. Salvation comes
from God alone. Because He has saved us, we can trust Him and be
peacefully confident that He will give us strength to face our difficulties.
We should lay aside our well – laid plans and allow God to act.
698.
Isaiah Chapter 38 verse 21: “Make an ointment from figs and spread
it over the boil, and Hezekiah will recover”. This is a Biblical testimony
and foundation for God using physicians and other healthcare
practitioners to heal His people globally. Jesus Christ id the Great
Physician.
699.
Isaiah Chapter 40 verses 29 – 31: “He gives power to the weak and
strength to the powerless. Even youths will become weak and tired, and
young men will fall in exhaustion. But those who trust in the Lord will find
new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and
not grow weary. They will walk and not faint”. Even the strongest people
get tired at times, but God’s power and strength never diminish. God’s
strength is the source of our strength.
700.
In an NLT table around Psalm 104, read “How God is Described in
Psalms” with the following twelve characteristics of God: (b) All knowing
and ever present (b) Beautiful and desirable. (c) Creator. (d) Good and
generous. (e) Great and Sovereign. (f) Holy. (g) Loving and Faithful. (h)
Merciful and Forgiving. (i) Powerful. (j) Willing ro reveal His Will, Law and
Direction. (k) Righteous and Just. (l) Spirit, with Biblical references.
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701.
Psalm 105 verse 15: “Do not touch my chosen people, and do not
hurt my prophets”. God can go to any extent to protect and save His
people and servants. Indeed, God delights in and directs the paths of the
Godly (Psalm 37: 23).
702.
Psalm 111 verse 10: “Fear of (reverence for) the Lord is the
foundation of true wisdom. All who obey his commandments will grow in
wisdom. Praise him forever!” The only way to be truly wise is to fear or
revere God. If we do not acknowledge God as the source of our wisdom,
then our foundation for making wise decisions is shaky and we are prone
to mistakes and foolish choices.

WEEK 38.
ISAIAH 43 – 66.
PSALM 112 – 117.
703.
Isaiah Chapter 43 verses 2 – 3: “When you go through deep waters, I
will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not
drown. When you go through fire of oppression, you will not be burned
up; the flames will not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy
One of Israel, your Saviour”. God created the people of Israel, and they
were special to Him. God redeemed them and called them by name, to be
those who belong to Him. God protected Israel in times of trouble. We are
important to God, too. If we claim to belong to God, we must never do
anything that would bring shame to Him.
704.
Isaiah Chapter 45: 2 – 3 is the only place in the whole Bible where a
Gentile ruler (Cyrus) is called anointed, showing that God is the power
over all rulers in the universe and that He anoints whom He chooses for
His special tasks globally. Why did God anoint Cyrus? Because God had
a special task for him to do for Israel. Cyrus would allow God’s city,
Jerusalem, to be rebuilt, and he would set the exiles free without
expecting anything in return.
705.
In an NLT table around Isaiah Chapter 47, read about “Seven Major
Idols Mentioned in the Bible”. Seven major idols are named with where
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they were worshiped, what they stood for and what their worship
included. For example, Ashtoreth (Asherah) was worshiped in Canaan as
the goddess of love, childbirth and fertility. Its worship included
prostitution.
706.
Read from Isaiah Chapter 48 verses 10 – 11: “I have refined you, but
not as silver is refined. Rather, I have refined you in the furnace of
Suffering. I will rescue you for my sake – yes, for my own sake! I will not
let my reputation be tarnished, and I will not share my glory with idols”.
There was nothing in the people’s actions, attitudes or accomplishments
to compel God to love and to save them. But for His own sake, to show
who He is and what He can do, He saved them. God does not save us
because we are good but because He loves us and because of His
forgiving nature. Moreover, without testing in the “furnace of suffering”,
we would never know what we are capable of doing, nor would we grow.
And without the refining, we will not become more pure and more like
Christ. What kinds of adversity are you currently facing? Look up to
Jesus Christ.
707.
Isaiah Chapter 52 verse 7: “How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of the messenger who brings good news, the Good News of Peace
and Salvation, the News that the God of Israel reigns”. It is a wonderful
privilege to be able to share God’s Good News with others. His news of
redemption, salvation and peace. To whom do you need to give the Good
News?
708.
Isaiah Chapter 53 verse 5: “But He was pierced (wounded) for our
rebellion, crushed for our sins, He was beaten so we could be whole
(have peace), He was whipped so we could be healed”. God was pulling
aside the curtain of time to let the people of Isaiah’s day look ahead to the
suffering of the future Messiah and the resulting forgiveness made
available to all people.
709.
Isaiah chapter 53 verse: 11 “When He sees all that is accomplished
by His anguish, He will be satisfied. And because of His experience (on
the Cross), my righteous servant will make it (my salvation) possible for
many to be counted righteous, for He will bear all their sins”. This is the
basis of our salvation as prophesied by Prophet Isaiah. The enormous
family of believers who will become righteous, not by their own works,
but by the Messiah’s great work on the cross. They are justified because
they have been claimed by Christ, the righteous Servant, as their Saviour
and Lord (Romans 10: 9 and 2 Corinthians 5: 21).
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710.
Isaiah Chapter 55 verse 11 should be read and correlated with
Galatians 5: 22. “It is the same with my Word. I send it out and it always
produces Fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to do, and it will prosper
everywhere I sent it”. The Word of God alone is the basis and foundation
for activating the fruit and evidence of righteous living.
711.
Isaiah Chapter 56 verse 6: “I will also bless the foreigners who
commit themselves to the Lord, who serve Him and love His Name, who
worship Him and do not desecrate the Sabbath day of rest, and who hold
fast to (have accepted) my covenant”. The Good News is for Jews and
Gentiles alike.
712.
Read Isaiah Chapter 57 verses 1 – 2 and learn why Godly people die
before their time! God is only protecting them from the coming evil! While
God often waits to see the wicked saved (for example, Saul became Paul),
He may make the righteous pass away before their time for their
protection from evil. No human can know the full extent of God’s mind.
713.
During and for understanding Fasting, use as prayers and true
worship of God with reading and meditation on Isaiah Chapter 58 verses
4, 6, 8, 10 – 12. True worship was more than religious ritual, going to the
Temple every day, fasting and listening to Scripture reading. These
people missed the point of a living, vital relationship with God. God does
not want us to act pious when we have unforgiven sin in our heart and
continue our sinful lifestyle. Mor important even than correct worship and
doctrine is genuine compassion for the oppressed, the poor and the
helpless.
714.
Read Chapter Isaiah 59 verses 6 – 8 about corrupt nations: “They
cheat and short-change everyone. Nothing they do is productive; all their
activity is filled with sin. Violence is their trademark. Wherever they go,
misery and destruction follow them. They do not know what peace is or
what it means to be just and good. They continually do wrong, and those
who follow them cannot experience a moment’s peace”. As a Holy God
who cannot ignore, excuse or tolerate sin as though it did’nt matter, this
long list of wretched sins makes Him angry and forces Him to look the
other way. Have you confessed your sin to God, allowing Him to remove
it? The Lord can save you if you turn to Him.
715.
Pray with Isaiah Chapter 60 verses 10 – 12, 15 – 18. In prayer,
foreigners will rebuld our cities; kings and rulers will send us aid; God
will have mercy on us by His grace; we will receive great prosperity
globally; we will receive international honour, joy, wealth with increases,
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peace and security while praising God who actually inhabits the praises
of His people. Amen.
716.
Read Isaiah Chapter 61 verses 1 – 9 to remember a very popular
Christian song and the priesthood of all believers from these verses. God
has appointed us to bring good news to the poor; to comfort the brokenhearted; to announce freedom for captives and prisoners; to announce
God’s favour to those who mourn; to assure of God’s anger and eternal
punishment against our enemies who fail to repent. Moreover, under the
old covenant, God ordained the priests of Israel to stand between Him
and His people. They brought God’s Word to the people and the people’s
needs and sins to God. Under the New Covenant, all believers are priests
of the Lord, reading God’s Word and seeking to understand it, confessing
their sins directly to God and ministering to others.
717.
Read and meditate on Isaiah Chapter 65 verses 8 – 9. God promises
to always preserve a faithful remnant of His people. No matter how bad
the world is, there are always a few who remain loyal to Him. Jesus made
this point in Matthew Chapter 13 verses 36 – 43 in the Parable of the
Weeds.
718.
Read and meditate on Isaiah Chapter 66. Even the beautiful Temple
in Jerusalem was woefully inadequate for a God who is present
everywhere. God cannot be confined to any human structure, no matter
how big or magnificent (2 Chronicles 6: 18 and Acts 7: 49 - 50). God will
lift up the humble, judge all people, destroy the wicked, bring all believers
together, and establish the new heavens and the new earth. Let this hope
encourage us every day.
719.
Read Psalm 112 for “Advantages of Having Faith in God” especially
verses 5 and 9: “All goes well for those who are generous, who lend freely
and conduct their business fairly.......They give generously to those in
need. Their good deeds will never be forgotten. They will have influence
and honour”. Generosity can cure two problems that having money can
create. The rich person may abuse others in the desire to accumulate
wealth. Generosity will eliminate that abuse. Also, fear of losing money
can be a snare. Generosity shows that we have placed our trust in God,
not in our money for justice and security in this world.
720.
Read regularly Psalm 115 verse 13 – 15 as a powerful prayer for
God’s blessings: “He will bless those who fear the Lord, both great and
small. May the Lord richly bless both you and your children. May you be
blessed by the Lord who made heaven and earth”. Amen.
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WEEK 39.
ROMANS 6 – 16.
1 CORINTHIANS 1 – 16.
721.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 5, read “What We Have As
God’s Children Compared to Adam’s Children”, namely: (a) Rescue, not
ruin. (b) Righteousness, not sin. (c) Eternal Life, not death. (d)
Relationship with God, not separation from God. (e) Obedience, not
disobedience. (f) Deliverance. (g) Grace, not law all with Biblical
references.
722.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 7, read “What Has God
Done About Sin?” The summary is that God has given us the following:
(a) New Life. (b) New Nature. (c) New Freedom. In the New Life, sin’s
power is broken while we are no longer under sin’s control. In our new
freedom, we must not let sin control us. We can choose our own master
by committing ourselves to obey Christ in perfect freedom.
723.
Romans Chapter 6 verses 8 – 10: “And since we died with Christ we
know we will also share His New Life....... Death no longer has any power
over Him. He died once to defeat sin, and now He lives for the Glory of
God”. Romans Chapter 6 verse 18 also says “Now you are free from sin,
your old master, and you have become slaves to your new master,
righteousness” Moreover, Romans Chapter 6verse 23 says: “For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ
Jesus, our Lord”.
724.
Romans Chapter 8 verse 28: “And we know that God causes
EVERYTHING to work together for the good of those who love God and
are called according to His purpose for them”. God is always working
behind the scenes, turning our sorrows to joys! God works in everything
– not just isolated incidents – for our good. This does not mean that all
that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world but God
able to turn every circumstance around for our long – range good.
725.
Romans Chapter 8 verses 38 – 39 are about God’s Love: “And I am
convinced that nothing can ever separate us from His love. Death can’t,
and life can’t. The angels can’t, and the demons can’t. Our fears for today,
our worries about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell can’t keep God’s
love away. Whether we are high above the sky or in the deepest ocean,
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the Love of
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God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord”. If we believe these
overwhelming assurances and one of the most comforting promises in all
Scripture, we will not be afraid.
726.
Romans Chapter 9 verse 16: “So receiving God’s promise is not up
to us. We can’t get it by choosing it or working hard for it. God will show
mercy to anyone He chooses”. So it is God who decides to show mercy.
We can neither choose it nor work for it. People are so busy trying to
reach God that they completely miss the truth that God has already
reached down to them. We cannot earn God’s mercy – if we could, it
would not be mercy
727.
Read about how to be saved in Romans Chapter 9 verses 10 – 11:
“For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is
by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by
confessing with your mouth that you are saved. As the scriptures tell us,
“Anyone who believes in Him will not be disappointed (disgraced)”. Jews
and Gentiles are the same in this respect. They all have the same Lord
who generously gives His riches to all who ask for them. For, “Anyone
who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved”. If we believe in our
heart and say with our mouth that Christ is the risen Lord, we will be
saved.
728.
For attitudinal transformation with “Human Performance &
Limitations” training courses world – wide, read Romans Chapter 12
verse 2: “Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but let God
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then
you will know what God wants you to do and you will know how good and
pleasing and perfect His will really is”. Paul warns us against selfish and
corrupting customs and traditions of the world. While it is possible to
avoid most worldly customs and still be proud, covetious, selfish,
stubborn and arrogant, only when the Holy Spirit renews, re-educates and
redirects our mind are we truly transformed.
729.
Read regularly Romans Chapter 12 regarding guidelines for living as
a redeemed people in a fallen world. We are to give ourselves to Christ as
living sacrifices, obey the government, love our neighbours and take
special care of those who are weak in faith.
730.
Romans Chapter 13 verses 1 – 3: “Obey the government, for God is
the one who put it there. All governments have been placed in power by
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God. So those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are refusing to
obey God, and punishment will follow. For the authorities do not frighten
people who are doing right, but they frighten those who are doing wrong.
So do what they say, and you will get along well”.
731.
Romans Chapter13 verses 6,7 and 10: “Pay your taxes too for these
same reasons. For government workers need to be paid so they can keep
on doing the work God intended them to do. Give to everyone what you
owe them. Pay your taxes and import duties and give respect and honour
to all to whom it is due...... Love does no wrong to anyone, so love
satisfies all of God’s requirements”. Are there times when we should not
obey the government? We should never allow government to force us to
disobey God. Like Jesus and the disciples, if we are compelled to
disobey, we must be ready to accept the consequences. Wherever we find
ourselves, we must be responsible citizens as well as responsible
Christians.
732.
Romans Chapter 14 verse 17: “For the kingdom of God is not a
matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit”. Righteous living must show in love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control
(Galatians Chapter 5 verse 22).
733.
Union with Christ does seven things for us: (a) Freedom from
bondage of sin. (b) Freedom from law to grace. (c) Helps us to serve
righteousness instead of serving sin. (d) Guarantees us eternal life. (e)
Enables us to live life in the Spirit. (f) Assures us of God’s constant love
of Romans 8: 38. (g) Enables us to show love to others including even our
enemies.
734.
The four cardinal points of Witnessing and Personal Growth of a
Christian) sequentially are: (a) Believing. (b) Hearing the Word. (c)
Proclamation of the Word. (d) Sending out. The reverse order from (d) to
(c) to (b) to (a) is the Order of Evangelism and its effects on the New
believers who end up believing the Gospel.
735.
The five Doctrinal issues and points in the Books of Romans and 1
Corinthians are: (a) Adoption. (b) Election. (c) Fellowship or Relationship
with God. (d) Christian Character (especially in Romans Chapter 12
including humility and service to God and man). (e) Love in 1 Corinthians
Chapter 13.

125

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
736.
The perfect combination of Joshua Chapter 1 verses 6 – 9 and 1
Corinthians Chapter 13 is found in 1 Corinthians Chapter 16 verses 13 –
14: “Be on guard. Stand true to what you believe. Be courageous. Be
strong. And everything you do must be done with love”. We should be
constantly watchful or alert for spiritual enemies that might slip in and
threaten to destroy us whether it be divisions, pride, sin, disorder or
erroneous theology.
737.
1 Corinthians Chapter 3 verse 6: “My job was to plant the seed in
your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God, not we, who made it
grow”. Paul founded the church in Corinth, and Apollos built on that
foundation. Tragically, the believers in Corinth had split into factions,
pledging loyalty to different teachers. After the preacher’s work is
completed, God is the one who makes Christians grow.
738.
1 Corinthians Chapter 3 verse 16: “Don’t you realize that all of you
together are the Temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?”
Just as our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians
Chapter 6 verse 19, the local church or Christian community is God’s
Temple.
739.
Read 1 Corinthians Chapter 5 verses 9 – 13 for answers for
guidelines and answers for problems of Homosexuality, greed, Idol
worship, Alcoholism and Cheating within the church. We should not
disassociate ourselves from unbelievers – otherwise we could not carry
out Christ’s command to tell them about salvation. But we are to distance
ourselves from the person who claims to be a Christian, yet indulges in
sins explicitly forbidden in Scripture by rationalizing his or her actions.
740.
1 Corinthians Chapter 8 verse 8: “It is true that we can’t win God’s
approval by what we eat. We don’t miss out on anything if we don’t eat
it, and we don’t gain anything if we do”. Mature believers should avoid
eating meat offered to idols if it would violate the conscience of weak
Christians.
741.
In an NLT table around 1 Corinthians Chapter 5, read about “Church
Discipline”. The church, at times, must exercise discipline towards
members who have sinned. But church discipline must be handled
carefully, straightforwardly and lovingly. In cases of unintentional error
and / or private sin, go to the member and show the fault to him or her in
private. In cases of public sin and / or those done flagrantly and
arrogantly, if he or she does not listen, go with one or two witnesses. If he
or she still refuses to listen, take the matter before the church. The next
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step after these steps is to remove the one in error from the fellowship (1
Corinthians Chapter 5 verses 2 – 13), but forgiveness and comfort are in
order if he or she chooses to repent (2 Corinthians Chapter 2 verses 5 –
8). After two warnings, reject the person from the fellowship (Titus
Chapter 3 verse 10).
742.
In an NLT table around 1 Corinthians Chapter 8, read about the
advice for “Stronger and Weaker Believers”. To the stronger believer,
don’t be proud of your maturity; don’t flaunt your freedom and act in love
so that you do not cause weaker believers to stumble. To the weaker
believers, take time to pray to God but do not force others to adhere to
your stipulations and make sure that your convictions are based on god’s
Word and not simply an expression of your opinions. To pastors and
teachers, teach correctly from God’s Word, helping Christians to
understand what is right and wrong in god’s eyes and don’t allow
potential problems to get out of hand, causing splits and divisions.
743.
In an NLT table around 1 Corinthians chapter 9, read about “Why We
Don’t Give Up”. With all Biblical references regarding the purpose, plans
& prizes, perseverance, persistence and the prize, note than the Christian
life was never promised as an easy way to live. Instead, Paul constantly
reminds us that we must have a purpose and a plan because times will be
difficult and Satan will attack. But we never persevere without the promise
of an ultimate prize – a promise God will keep.
744.
In an NLT table around 1 Corinthians Chapter 10, read about
“Making Choices on Sensitive Issues”. We face some decisions that carry
more weight. We don’t want to do wrong and we don’t want to cause
others to do wrong. Read in the table how you make such decisions.
745.
The ten Spiritual Gifts or Abilities in 1 Corinthians Chapter 12 verse
8 are: (a) Ability to give wise advice. (b) Special knowledge. (c)Special
faith. (d) Power to heal the sick. (e) Power to perform miracles. (f)Ability to
prophesy. (g) Discerning ability whether the Holy Spirit is speaking or not.
(h) Speaking in unknown languages. (i) Interpretation of what is said. (j)
Ability to distribute these gifts in any order and decide which gift a person
should have by the one and only Holy Spirit.
746.
The Eight Members of Christ’s Body in 1 Corinthians Chapter 12
verse 28 are: (a) Apostles. (b) Prophets. (c) Teachers. (d) Miracle Doers.
(e) Those with Gift of Healing. (f) Those who help others. (g) Those who
can get others to work together. (h) Those who speak in unknown
languages.
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747.
Read about the gifts of tongues and prophecy in 1 Corinthians
Chapter 14. Pray for the gift of prophesy for “helping others grow in the
Lord, encouraging and comforting them”. Prophecy may involve
predicting future events, but its main purpose is to communicate God’s
message to people, providing insight, warning, correction and
encouragement. Speaking in tongues is less important than prophecy and
teaching. Although Paul himself spoke in tongues, he stresses prophecy
(preaching) more because it benefits the whole church while speaking in
tongues primarily benefits the speaker. Public worship must be
understandable and edifying to the whole church.
748.
In an NLT table around 1 Corinthians Chapter 15, read about
“Physical & Resurrected Bodies”. The Physical bodies are perishable;
sown in dishonour; sown in weakness; natural; and from the dust. The
resurrected bodies, however, are imperishable; raised in glory; raised in
power; spiritual; and from heaven.
749.
Six deadly sins in the Church to avoid are: (a) Sexual immorality. (b)
Greed. (c) Idol worship. (d) Abusive words. (e) Drunkenness. (f) Cheating.

WEEK 40.
JEREMIAH 1 – 13.
PSALM 118 – 134.
750.
Jeremiah Chapter 1 verse 5: “I knew you before I formed you in your
mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you
as my prophet (in our case, an NLT Bible teacher and spokesman) to the
Nations”. God has a purpose for each Christian, but some people are
appointed by God for specific kinds of work. Whatever work you do
should be done for the glory of God (Philippians Chapter 1: 11). If God
gives you a specific task, accept it cheerfully and do it with diligence. If
God has not given you a specific call or assignment, then seek to fulfil the
mission common to all believers – to love, obey and serve God – until His
guidance becomes more clear.
751.
In an NLT tale around Jeremiah Chapter 2, read about Jeremiah.
Read also about Kings of Jeremiah’s Lifetime in another NLT table around
Jeremiah Chapter 3. Lessons: (a) The majority opinion is not necessarily
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God’s will. (b) Although punishment for sin is severe, there is hope in
God’s mercy. (c) God will not accept empty or insincere worship. (d)
Serving God does not guarantee earthly security.
752.
Psalm 119 verse 105: “Your Word is a lamp to guide my feet and a
light for my path”. In life, we walk through a dark forest of evil but the
Bible can be our light to show us the way ahead so we don’t stumble as
we walk. It reveals the entangling roots of false values and philosophies.
Study the Bible so you will be able to see your way clear enough to stay
on the right path of life.
753.
Psalm 119 verse: 116 “Lord, sustain (uphold) me as you promised,
that I may live. Do not let my hope be crushed”. God’s promises of
sustenance are guaranteed but from Mathew Chapter 7 verse 7, we must
constantly pray to God avoid the destruction of our hope in Christ despite
our troubles and challenges in an evil and unjust world
754.
Psalm 125 verse 3: “The wicked will not rule the Godly (the land of
the Godly), for then the Godly might be tempted to do wrong”. Israel often
had to put up with evil rulers. The psalmist was expressing what will
ultimately happen when God executes His final judgement. Human
sinfulness often ruins God’s ideal on earth, but that does not mean God
has lost control. Evil prevails only as long as God allows.
755.
Psalm 126 verse 5 – 6: “Those who plant in tears will harvest with
shouts of joy. They weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as
they return with the harvest”. God’s ability to restore life is beyond our
understanding. Forests burn down and are able to grow back. Broken
bones heal. Even grief is not a permanent condition. Our tears can be
seeds that will grow into a harvest of joy because God is able to bring
good out of tragedy (Romans Chapter 8 verse 28). When burdened by
sorrow, know that your times of grief will end and that you will again find
joy. We must be patient as we wait. God’s great harvest of joy is coming!
Amen.
756.
Psalm 127 verse 1: “Unless the Lord builds a house (for example
WMI, Aviation & Healthcare in Nigeria), the work of the builders is wasted
in vain. Unless the Lord protects a city, guarding it with sentries will do
no good”. Families establish homes and sentries guard cities, but both
these activities are futile unless God is in them. A family without God can
never experience the spiritual bond God brings to relationships. A city
without God will crumble from evil and corruption on the inside. Don’t
make the mistake of leaving God out of your life. If you do, all your
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accomplishments will be futile. Make God your highest priority and let
Him do the building.

WEEK 41.
2 CORINTHIANS 1 – 13.
GALATIANS 1 – 6.
EPHESIANS 1 – 6.
PHILLIPIANS 1 – 4.
757.
2 Corinthians refutes false teachings and assures that in every
situation and in every challenge as a Christian, we should depend on only
two things: (a) God’s grace. (b) Weapon of righteousness and sincerity in
serving God as Christ’s ambassadors. This book is an important letter for
all who wish to be involved in any kind of Christian ministry because it
has much to teach about how we should handle our ministries today. In
ministry work, when trials come, they keep us from pride and teach us
dependence on God. God comforts us so we can comfort others also, but
neither immorality nor false teaching should be ignored and the goal of all
discipline in the church should be correction, not vengeance.
758.
In an NLT table around 2 Corinthians Chapter 1, study the five
“Differences between 1 and 2 Corinthians”. For example, while 1
Corinthians is practical and focuses on the character of the Corinthian
church, 2 Corinthians is personal and focuses on Paul as he bares his
soul and tells of his love for the Corinthian church. Moreover, while 1
Corinthians contains advice to help the church combat the pagan
influences in the wicked city of Corinth, 2 Corinthians contains testimony
to help the church combat the havoc caused by false teachers.
759.
2 Corinthians Chapter 1 verse 4: “He comforts us in all our troubles
so that we can comfort others. When others are troubled, we will be able
to give them the same comfort God has given us”. As professionals, this
must be our purpose. But note verses 5 – 7: “You can be sure that the
more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with His comfort
through Christ. So when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your
benefit and salvation! For when God comforts us, it is so that we, in turn,
can be an encouragement to you. Then you can patiently endure the same
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things we suffer. We are confident that as you share in suffering, you will
also share God’s comfort”. Paul had a radically different view of suffering.
Suffering, especially trials and discomfort associated with the
advancement of Christ’s Kingdom is God’s way of allowing Christians to
become more like Jesus, to suffer for the gospel just as Jesus suffered
for it. Suffering can also help us grow in our faith. God thereby uses
suffering to improve His people and shape them into better Christians.
760.
2 Corinthians Chapter 3 verses 2 – 3: “But the only letter of
recommendation we need is you yourselves! Your lives are a letter written
in our hearts (thoughts, intentions and emotions) and everyone can read
it and recognize our good work among you. Clearly, you are a letter from
Christ prepared by us. It is written not with pen and ink, but with the Spirit
of the Living God. It is carved not on stone, but on human hearts”. Our
outward Christian living reflects the seventh (best) level or edition of true
religion or Christianity.
761.
2 Corinthians Chapter 4 verse 5: “We don’t go around preaching
about ourselves; all we say about ourselves is that we are your servants
because of what Jesus has done for us”. The focus of Paul’s preaching
was Christ and not himself. When you witness, tell people about what
Christ has done and not about your abilities, accomplishments or
intellectual / theological attainments. People must be introduced to Christ,
not you. And if you hear someone preaching about himself or his own
ideas rather than about Christ, beware – he is a false teacher.
762.
2 Corinthians Chapter 5 verses 15 and 17: “He died for everyone so
that those who receive His New Life will no longer live to please
themselves. Instead, they will live to please Christ, who died and was
raised for them...... What this means is that those who become Christians
become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is
gone. A new life has begun!”. Christians are brand – new people on the
inside. The Holy Spirit gives them new life, and they are not the same
anymore. We are not reformed, rehabilitated or re-educated – we are re –
created (new creations), living in vital union with Christ (Colossians
Chapter 2 verses 6 – 7). At conversion, we do not merely turn over a new
leaf; we begin a new life under a new Master.
763.
From 2 Corinthians Chapter 6 especially verse 6 should be our
targets as well as our seven Proofs of Genuine Witnessing: (a) Our Purity
/ Righteousness. (b) Our Understanding of His Word. (c) Our Patience. (d)
Our Kindness. (e) Our sincere Love. (f) The Power of the Holy Spirit. (g)
Our faithful Preaching of the Truth.
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764.
2 Corinthians Chapter 7 verse 6: “But God, who encourages those
who are discouraged, encouraged us by the arrival of Titus”. Paul had
searched for Titus, hoping to meet him in Troas and receive news about
the Corinthian church. When he did not find him there, he went on to
Macedonia, most likely to Philippi where he found Titus. Titus was a vital
encourager to Paul. Whom are you encouraging for the spread of the
Good News?
765.
In an NLT table around 2 Corinthians Chapter 10, read 10 Needs
for Fund Raising Funds honourably. It must be dedicated to God and we
must provide information showing the definite purpose and goal of the
funds. We must be enthusiastic and reveal our honesty and integrity. We
must be accountable, let people give willingly and be generous in
contributing ourselves. We must have someone to keep it moving. Finally,
we must be persistent, trusting God to provide for and bless the purpose
and provisions for His service.
766.
In an NLT table around 2 Corinthians Chapter 11, read about Paul’s
32 Credentials with Biblical references. One of Paul’s biggest problems
with the church in Corinth was his concern that they viewed him as no
more than a blustering preacher, thus, they were not taking seriously his
advice in his letters and on his visits. Paul addressed this attitude in the
letter of 2 Corinthians, pointing out his credentials as an apostle of Christ
and why the Corinthians should take his advice. The first credential was
that he was commissioned by God Himself while the 32nd credential was
that he was always concerned that his spiritual children become mature
believers. Read about his other 30 credentials and learn from them for
your Christian growth in that table.
767.
2 Corinthians Chapter 9 verses 7 – 8: “You must each make up your
own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give reluctantly or in
response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully.
And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others”. A giving
attitude is more important than the amount given. God Himself is a
cheerful giver. Consider all He has done for us. He is pleased when we
who are created in His image give generously and joyfully. Do you have a
difficult time letting go of your money? It way reflect your ungratefulness
to God! You may deceive yourself but you cannot deceive God.
768.
The responses we should have about our Limitations or Sufferings
are stated in 2 Corinthians Chapter 12 verses 8 – 9: “Three different times
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I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time He said, ‘My gracious favour
is all you need’. My power works best in your weaknesses”. Thrice, Paul
prayed for healing and did not receive it. He, however, received five things
far greater because he received: (a) Greater grace from God. (b) A
stronger character. (c) Humility. (d) An ability to empathize with others.
(e,) It benefited those around him as they saw God at work in his life
despite this limitation or suffering. While we don’t know why some people
are healed and others are not, God chooses according to His divine
purposes and our own task is to pray, to believe, and to trust Him. Paul is
living proof that holy living and courageous faith do not ensure instant
physical healing.
769.
In an NLT table around Galatians Chapter 1, read “The Marks of The
True Gospel & of False Gospels”. The marks of a false gospel are:
treating Christ’s death as meaningless; saying people must obey the law
in order to be saved (like the Pharisees and teachers of religious law);
trying to find favour with God by observing certain religious or traditional
rituals; and counting on keeping laws to erase sin. On the other hand, the
marks of a true gospel of Christ are: teaching that the source of the
gospel is God; knowing that life is obtained through death and that we
trust in the Son of God who loved us and died for us so that we might die
to sin and live for Him; explaining that all believers have the Holy Spirit
through faith in Christ who is available to all; saying that all believers are
one in Christ so there is no basis for discrimination of any kind; and
finally, proclaiming that we are free from the grip of sin and that the Holy
Spirit’s power fills and guides us.
770.
In an NLT table around Galatians Chapter 2, read “Judaizers versus
Paul”. The Judaizers said that Paul was perverting the truth but Paul’s
defence was that he received his message from Christ Himself. They said
that Paul was a traitor to the Jewish religious / traditional faith but Paul
was one of the most dedicated Jews of his time. They said he was
disregarding the Law of Moses but far from degrading the law, Paul puts
the law in its proper place, saying that the law shows people where they
have sinned and points them to Christ (Galatians Chapter 3 verses 19 –
29).
771.
In an NLT table around Galatians Chapter 3, read “What is the
Law?”. When Paul says that non – Jews (Gentiles) are no longer bound
by these laws, he is not saying that the Old Testament laws do not apply
to us today. Rather, he is saying that certain types of laws may not apply
to us. In the Old Testament, there were three categories of laws, namely,
Ceremonial law; Civil law; and Moral law. The ceremonial laws whose
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primary purpose was to point forward to Jesus Christ were no longer
necessary after Jesus’ death and resurrection but their principles behind
them (to worship and to love a Holy God) still apply. The moral law is the
direct command of God, the Ten Commandments. These still apply to us
today and we are to obey the moral law, not for salvation, but to live in
ways that are pleasing to God.
772.
In an NLT table around Romans Chapter 4, read about “Three
Distortions of Christianity”. The Judaized distortion are Jews who
recognized Jesus as the promised Saviour but that any Gentile must
become a Jew thereby adding human traditions and standards to God’s
law. The Legalized Christianity version involving those living by a long list
of “don’ts” reasoned that God’s favour was earned through good
behaviour and tended to make God’s love something to earn rather than
to accept freely, thereby reducing Christianity to a set of impossible rules
and transform the Good News into bad news. The Lawless Christianity
version lived above the law and needed no guidelines, forgetting that
Christians are still humans who fail consistently when trying to live only
by what they “feel” God wants. True Christianity, however, is believing
inwardly and outwardly that Jesus’ death has allowed God to offer them
forgiveness and eternal life as a gift and they have accepted that gift
through faith and are seeking to live a life of obedient gratitude for what
God has done for them. Christianity is both private and public, with heart
– belief and mouth – confession.
773.
In an NLT table around Galatians Chapter 5, read about “Vices
versus Virtues”. There are 22 Vices (all about neglecting God and others)
and 9 Virtues which are by – products of living for God, namely, Love,
Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and
Self – control.
774.
In an NLT table around Galatians Chapter 6, read about “Wrong
Desires versus Fruit of the Spirit”. Our wrong desires are evil; self –
destructive; easy to ignite; difficult to stifle; self – centred; oppressive;
possessive; decadent; sinful; deadly and unsafe. On the other hand, the
Fruit of the Spirit is good; productive; difficult to ignite; easy to stifle; self
– giving; liberating; nurturing; uplifting; Holy; abundant life and safe.
775.
Galatians Chapter 5 verse 6: “For when we place our faith in Christ
Jesus, it makes no difference to God whether we are circumcised or not
circumcised. What is important is Faith Expressing Itself In Love”. We are
saved by faith, not by deeds. But love for others and for God is the
response of those whom God has forgiven. Those who are forgiven much
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love much (Luke Chapter 7 verse 47). Because faith expresses itself
through love, you can check your love for others as a way and barometer
to measure and monitor your faith.
776.
In an NLT table around Ephesians Chapter 2, read about “Our True
Identity in Christ”. The Book of Ephesians was written to encourage and
strengthen the faith of believers in Ephesus by explaining the nature and
purpose of the church, the body of Christ. It is a letter of encouragement
for believers to live with unity in their commitment to Christ and their use
of spiritual gifts with high moral standards in an evil and corrupt world. In
the table, there are 24 dimensions of our true identity in Christ including:
being justified; without condemnation; set free from the law of sin and
death; made holy (sanctified) in Jesus Christ; pure and holy in Christ;
blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ; marked as belonging to
God by the Holy Spirit; God’s masterpiece; can come with freedom and
confidence into God’s presence; set free from our sinful nature; will have
eternal glory; among others with Biblical references for all 24 dimensions.
777.
In an NLT table around Ephesians Chapter 3, read about “Our Lives
Before and After Christ”. While before we were dead because of sin and
under God’s anger, after Christ, we are made alive with Christ and shown
God’s mercy and given salvation. Before, we were God’s enemies and
enslaved to Satan, after, we are God’s children and free in Christ to love,
serve and sit with Him.
778.
In an NLT table around Ephesians Chapter 4, read about “Oneness
of All Believers”. This is in seven dimensions of Body, Spirit, Hope, Lord,
Faith, Baptism, and God as well as how the unity is experienced in each
dimension. Oneness in the dimension of Baptism, for example, is
experienced in unity as a sign of entry into the church while oneness in
the dimension of Faith is experienced in unity as our singular
commitment to Christ.
779.
In an NLT table around Ephesians Chapter 6, read about “God’s
Armour for us” (Believers). The six pieces of Armour (with their uses in
brackets) are listed with full explanations in the table as follows: Belt
(Truth); Body Armour (Righteousness); Shoes (Readiness to spread the
Good News); Shield (Faith); Helmet (Salvation); and Sword (Word of God).
We are engaged in a spiritual battle as all believers find themselves
subject to Satan’s attacks and stand true to God in the midst of those
attacks. God’s Word is the only weapon of offence in this list of armours.
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780.
Ephesians Chapter 4 verses 5 – 6: “There is only one Lord, one
Faith, and one Baptism and there is only one God and Father, who is over
us all and in us all and living through us all”. The awesome privilege of
being called Christ’s very own includes being humble, gentle, patient,
understanding and peaceful. People are watching your life. Can they see
Christ in you? How well are you doing as Christ’s representative? All
believers belong to one body; all are united under one head, Christ
Himself (1 Corinthians Chapter 12 verses 12 – 27). Each of us has God –
given abilities that can strengthen the whole body. Your special ability
may seem small or large, but it is yours to use in God’s service. Ask God
to use your unique gifts to contribute to the strength and health of the
body of believers.
781.
Read Ephesians Chapter 4 verses 23, 24 and 28 (for correlation and
understanding of the scientific subject of Human Performance &
Limitations training): “Instead, there must be a spiritual renewal
(Transformation) of our Thoughts and Attitudes. You must display a new
nature because you are a new person, created in God’s likeness –
righteous, holy and true……..If you are a thief, stop stealing. Begin using
your hands for honest work, and then give generously to others in need”.
782.
Read Ephesians Chapter 5 verses 22 – 33 for Living as Christian
Couples & Families as well as read Ephesians Chapter 6 verses 1 – 3
about Children and their Parents. Submitting to one another does not
mean becoming a doormat. It means, like Jesus who submitted to God,
subordinating our rights to other people’s rights. For the wife, this means
following the husband’s leadership in Christ. For the husband, it means
putting aside his own interests in order to care for his wife. Submission is
not a problem in homes where both partners have strong relationship
with Christ and where each is concerned for the happiness of the other.
For children, there is a difference between obeying and honouring
parents. To obey means to do as one is told; to honour means to respect
and love.
783.
Ephesians Chapter 6 verses 14 – 18: “Stand your ground, putting on
the sturdy Belt of Truth and the Body Armour of Righteousness. For
shoes, put on Peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be
fully prepared. In every battle, you will need Faith as your Shield to stop
the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. Put on Salvation as your Helmet
and take the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Pray at all
times and on every occasion in the Power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and
persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere”. Christians battle
the powerful evil forces of fallen angels and demons headed by Satan
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who is a vicious fighter. We face a powerful army whose goal is to defeat
Christ’s church.
784.
The Book of Philippians was written to thank Christians for their
gifts and to encourage them to live in joy even when suffering. Joy, like
faith, is a confident assurance of God’s love and work in one’s life, that
God will be there for us no matter what! Happiness depends on
happenings but joy depends on Christ.
785.
In an NLT table around Philippians Chapter 4, read about “Three
Stages of Perfection”. The first stage (Perfect Relationship), we are
perfect because of our eternal union with the infinitely perfect Christ who
declares us “not guilty” and thus righteous because of what He has done
for us. In the second stage (Perfect Progress), we grow and mature
spiritually as we continue to trust Christ, learn more about Him, draw
closer to Him, obey and honour Him. The third stage (Completely Perfect)
is when Christ returns to take us into His Eternal Kingdom when we
would be glorified and made completely perfect (Philippians Chapter 3
verses 20 – 21).
786.
In an NLT table around Philippians Chapter 4, read about “Training
for The Christian Life”. As a great amount of training is needed for athletic
activities, so we must train diligently for the Christian life. Such training
takes time, dedication, energy, continued practice and vision. We must all
commit ourselves to the Christian life, but we must first know the rules as
prescribed in God’s Word (2 Timothy Chapter 2 verse 5). In this table, not
the metaphors used, the training patterns and the goal as believers with
all Biblical references.
787.
Philippians Chapter 3 verse 3: “For we who worship God in the
Spirit are the only ones who are truly circumcised. We put no confidence
in human effort. Instead, we boast about what Christ Jesus has done for
us”. Paul criticized the Judaizers because they looked at Christianity
backward – thinking that what they did (circumcision) made them
believers rather than the free gift of grace given by Christ. Don’t judge
people’s spirituality by their fulfilment of duties or by their level of human
activity.
788.
Philippians Chapter 4 verses 6, 8 and 9: “Don’t worry about
anything; instead pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and
thank Him for all He has done.......Fix your thoughts on what is true and
honourable and right. Think about things that are pure and lovely and
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.
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Keep on putting into practice all you learned from me and heard from me
and saw me doing and the God of Peace will be with you”. Amen. Turn
your worries into prayers. True peace comes from knowing that God is in
control but we must examine what we are putting in our mind through
television, books, conversations, movies, magazines, etc. Above all, read
God’s Word and pray for God to help you focus your mind on what is
good and pure. It takes practice, but it can be done. Read and apply the
Word of God to your lives in obedience to God.
789.
Philippians Chapter 4 verse 13: “For I can do everything with the
help of Christ who gives me the strength I need”. Christ does not grant us
superhuman ability to accomplish anything we can imagine without
regard to His interests.as troubles and trials are faced, as Christ to
strengthen you. to strengthen you.
790.
Philippians Chapter 4 verse 19: “And this same God who takes care
of me will supply all your needs from His glorious riches which have been
given to us in Christ Jesus”. We can trust that God will always meet our
needs, even if it is the courage to face death as Paul did. Whatever we
need in heaven, He will supply but we must, however, remember the
difference between our wants and our needs.

WEEK 42.
JEREMIAH 14 – 28.
PSALM 135 – 144.
791.
Jeremiah Chapter 15 verses 19 – 20: “The Lord replied, ‘If you return
to me, I will restore you so you can continue to serve me. If you speak
words that are worthy, you will be my spokesman. You are to influence
them; do not let them influence you! They will fight against you like an
attacking army, but I will make you as secure as a fortified wall. They will
not conquer you, for I will protect and deliver you. I, the Lord, have
spoken!” Lessons: (a) In prayer, we can reveal our deepest thoughts to
God. (b) God expects us to trust Him, no matter. (c) We are here to
influence others for God.
792.
Jeremiah Chapter 17 verses 9 – 10: “The human heart is most
deceitful and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is? But I
know! I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives. I give all
people their due reward, according to what their ACTIONS deserve”. God
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makes it clear why we sin – it is a matter of the heart. Our heart is inclined
toward sin from the time we are born. It is easy to fall into the routine of
forgetting and forsaking God. But we can still choose whether or not to
continue in sin. We can yield to a specific temptation, or we can ask god
to help us resist temptation when it comes.
793.
In an NLT table around Jeremiah Chapter 19, read “God’s Object
Lessons in Jeremiah”. The significance of the Branch of an almond tree,
for example, is that God will carry out His threats of punishment. The
significance of the Boiling pot tipping southward is that God will punish
Judah while that of a useless linen belt is that, because the people
refused to listen to God, they had become useless, good for nothing, like
a useless linen belt. For the Potter’s clay, it means God could destroy His
sinful people if He so desired and this is a warning for them to repent
before God is forced to bring judgement. In the table, read the
significances of: Broken clay jars; 2 baskets of figs; Yoke; Large rocks;
and Scroll sunk in the river, the last meaning that Babylon would sink to
rise no more.
794.
War, Famine and Disease are results (fruits) of societal
disobedience to God by corrupt leaders and people. Jeremiah Chapter 22
verse 17 says “But you! You are full of selfish greed and dishonesty! You
murder the innocent, oppress the poor and reign ruthlessly”. War, famine
and disease can be prevented or reversed if the leaders and the people
repent and obey Almighty God.
795.
Jeremiah Chapter 26 verse 13: “But if you stop your sinning and
begin to obey the Lord your God, He will CANCEL this disaster that He
has announced against you”. Meditate on and correlate this statement
with Jeremiah Chapter 18 verses 7 – 10 (the clay being in the potter’s
hand).
796.
Psalm 139 verses 13 – 15: “You made all the delicate, inner parts of
my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for
making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvellous –
and how well I know it. You watched me as i was being formed in utter
seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb”. God’s
character goes into the creation of every person. When you feel worthless
or even begin to hate yourself, remember that God’s Spirit is ready and
willing to work within you. We should have as much respect for ourselves
as our Maker has for us.
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797.
In an NLT table around Psalm 139, read “Anger and Vengeance in
the Psalms”. The judgements asked for are to be carried out by God and
are written by the Psalmist out of intense personal and national suffering.
The Psalmist did not have Jesus’ command to pray for one’s enemies, but
they did point to the right place to start. We are challenged to pay back
good for evil, but until we respond to this challenge, we will not know how
much we need God’s help in order to forgive others.
798.
Pray regularly with Psalm 144 verses 13 – 14: “May our farms be
filled with crops of every kind. May the flocks in our fields multiply by the
thousands, even tens of thousands, and may our oxen be loaded down
with produce. May there be no breached walls, no forced exile, no cries of
distress in our squares”. Amen.

WEEK 43.
JEREMIAH 29 - 48
799.
Jeremiah Chapter 29 verses 11 – 13: “For I know the plans I have for
you” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for evil (disaster), to
give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If
you look for me in earnest, you will find me when you seek me”. As long
as God, who knows the future, provides our agenda and goes with us as
we fulfil His mission, we can have boundless hope. This does not mean
that we will be spared pain, suffering or hardship, but that God will see us
through to a glorious conclusion. At times, it may appear as though God
has forgotten you. But God may be preparing you as He did for the people
of Judah, for a new beginning with Him at the centre.
800.
Jeremiah Chapter 33 verse 3: “Ask me and I will tell you some
remarkable secrets about what is going to happen here”. No wonder
Psalm 145 verse 18 says also “The Lord is close to all who call on Him,
yes, to all who call on Him sincerely”. God assured Jeremiah that he had
only to ask God and God would answer (Matthew Chapter 7 verse 7). God
is ready to answer our prayers, but we must ask for His assistance,
thereby acknowledging that He alone is God and that we cannot
accomplish in our own strength all that is in His domain to do.
801.
When God restores us (physically, mentally, socially, materially,
financially and spiritually), He does it completely and perfectly. This is
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how God mends or heals us holistically to guarantee our well - being in
Christ.
802.
Learn something about our God of Restoration that restores us to
greater glory and abundance. The king burnt the scroll, but God gave
prophet Jeremiah the same prophesies and even
much more in
Jeremiah Chapter 36 verses 27 – 32. So don’t feel dismayed and
discouraged when certain unpleasant things happen to us because God
will restore and give us much more than we had before, in Jesus Name.
Amen. Almighty God is always able to restore His people through
Forgiveness, Healing and Reconciliation by Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Saviour.

WEEK 44.
JEREMIAH 49 – 52.
LAMENTATIONS 1 – 5.
EZEKIEL 1 – 13.
803.
Jeremiah Chapter 50 verse 38: “It will even strike her water supply,
causing it to dry up. And why? Because the whole land is filled with idols
and the people are madly in love with them”. This is the Lord’s judgement
on Babylon. Pride was Babylon’s characteristic sin. Pride comes from
feeling self – sufficient or believing that we don’t need God.
804.
Jeremiah Chapter 52 verses 10 – 11: “There at Riblah, the king of
Babylon made Zedekiah watch as all his sons were killed; they also killed
all the other leaders of Judah. Then they grouched out Zedekiah’s eyes,
bound him in bronze chains and led him away to Babylon. Zedekiah
remained there in prison for the rest of his life”. This was a fulfilment of
Jeremiah’s prophecy concerning Zedekiah and his family.
805.
From the Book of Jeremiah, we learn that when God is at work for
and with you, he will produce three things : (a) Make your enemies cry like Babylon . (b) Burn up your enemies. (c) Thieves will come but they
will take nothing! What a sovereign, just and righteous God of vengeance!
806.
Note the consolation of the righteous with his enemies who are
attacking him in Jeremiah Chapter 51 verse 6b: “........It is the Lord’s time
for vengeance; He will repay her (Babylon)”. Calamity will surely overtake
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the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished by God
(Psalm 34 verse 21).
807.
We are God’s battle axe and sword. With us, He will shatter
kingdoms and nations (Jeremiah Chapter 51 verses 20 – 23). Both corrupt
leaders and the people are at fault for allowing National corruption to
continue without turning to God in repentance or calling for justice. Here,
we see Babylon’s great punishment!
808.
In Lamentations (Book of Mourning) Chapter 1 verse 9, Jerusalem
defiled herself! But when we are in the Will of God, the Heavens will open.
The purpose of the Book of Lamentations is to teach people that to
disobey God is to invite disaster, and to show that God’s warnings are
justified and that He does what He says He will do. His punishment for sin
is certain. So we must confess, renounce our sins and turn to god for
deliverance. We are then required to minister to people whether or not
they listen. To continue in rebellion against God is to invite disaster and
only God can deliver us from sin through Jesus Christ. Even parents
discipline their children in order to produce right, excellent behaviour and
genuine worship.
809.
The Book of Ezekiel is a book “Announcing Judgement on Israel
and Foretelling the Eventual Salvation of God’s People”. The certainty of
future restoration encourages believers in times of trial. We cannot
excuse ourselves from our responsibilities before God. We are
accountable to God for our choices. Rather than neglect God, we must
recognize sin for what it is – rebellion against God – and choose to follow
Him instead.
810.
Jesus is the “Perfect Leader”. If we are given the responsibility of
leading others, we must take care of them even if it means sacrificing our
personal Pleasure, Comfort, Happiness, Time or Money. We, like Jesus
must be responsible to those we lead notwithstanding what! Ezekiel
condemned the shepherds (unfaithful priests and leaders) who led the
people astray. By contrast, he served as a caring shepherd and a faithful
watchman.
811.
In an NLT table around Ezekiel Chapter 1, read about Prophet
Ezekiel. Lessons: (a) Even repeated failures of God’s people will not
prevent God’s plan for the world from being fulfilled. (b) Each person’s
response to God determines his or her eternal destiny. (c) Our God has
people through whom He can work even in seemingly hopeless
situations.
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WEEK 45.
EZEKIEL 14 – 32.
812.
Read about Ezekiel’s 14 Acts of Obedience in an NLT table around
Ezekiel Chapter 6. Among others, Ezekiel stood and received God’s
message; faithfully proclaimed God’s message; laid on his left side for
390 days; shaved his head and beard, among other acts.
813.
Ezekiel Chapter 3 verses 18 and 21: “If I warn the wicked saying
‘You are under the penalty of death but you fail to deliver my warning,
they will die in their sins. And I will hold you responsible demanding your
blood for theirs”………. “But if you warn them and they repent, they will
live, and you will have saved your own life, too”. God is talking about
physical death if the people back in Judah continued in their sins as they
and their land and cities would be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar’s
armies. God would also save them if they turn to Him.
814.
There were four things that the leaders of Israel did : (a) They set up
idols in their hearts. (b) They embraced things that made them fall into
sin. (c) They went to false prophets to ask for God’s help. (d) They
polluted themselves with everything they did. All people are individually
responsible to God, but believers have a specific responsibility to warn
unbelievers of the consequences of rejecting God. If we fail to do this,
God will hold us responsible for what happens to them.
815.
The certainty of the Lord’s judgement is that even if Noah, Daniel
and Job were there, their righteousness would save no one but
themselves, declares the Sovereign Lord (Ezekiel Chapter 15 verse 14).
The people of Jerusalem were useless to God because of their idol
worship, and so they would be destroyed and their cities burned. .
816.
Ezekiel Chapter 16 verses 49 - 50: “Sodom’s sins were pride,
laziness, and gluttony, while the poor and needy suffered outside her
door. She was proud and did loathsome things, so I wiped her out, as you
have seen”. The city of Sodom, a symbol of total corruption, was
completely destroyed by God for its wickedness in Genesis Chapter 19
verses 24 – 25. It is easy to judge and condemn Sodom especially for its
terrible sexual sins. Ezekiel reminded Judah, however, that Sodom was
destroyed because of its pride, laziness, gluttony and unconcern for the
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poor and needy. These sins may not be as shocking to you as Sodom’s
sins, but they are also forbidden by God.
817.
Ezekiel’s wife’s death is symbolic to illustrate the sovereign Lord’s
relationship with His people. Obeying Him can carry a very high price but
not obeying Him will cost even more (in eternity). God told Ezekiel that his
wife would die and that he should not grieve for her. Ezekiel obeyed God
fully, even as Hosea did when he was told to marry a prostitute. In both
cases, these unusual events were intended as symbolic acts to illustrate
God’s relationship with His people. Are you willing to serve God as
completely as Ezekiel did even when obeying Him carries a very high
price?
818.
Ezekiel Chapter 28 verse 17: “Your heart was filled with pride
because of all your beauty. You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of
your splendour. So I threw you to the earth and exposed you to curious
gaze of kings” (describing both Satan and the human king of Tyre).
Ezekiel may have been condemning not only the king of Tyre but Satan,
who had motivated the king to sin.
819.
Four punishments for the sins of Canaan, Hittites, Amorites and
similar nations are: (a) Stopping or cutting off their food supplies. (b)
Invasion by wild animals. (c) War and invasion by enemies (for example,
“Boko Haram”). (d) Epidemics and diseases (for example, “HIV / AIDS”
and “Ebola Fever”).

WEEK 46.
EZEKIEL 33 – 48.
PSALM 145 – 150.
820.
In an NLT table around Ezekiel Chapter 34, read about Bad
Shepherds versus Good Shepherds. Bad shepherds take care of
themselves, worry about their own health, rule harshly and brutally,
abandon and scatter the sheep and keep the best for themselves. On the
other hand, good shepherds take care of their flock, strengthen the weak
and sick, search for the lost, rule lovingly and gently, gather and protect
the sheep as well as give their best to keep the sheep.
821.
Ezekiel’s Sovereign Lord gave visions to Ezekiel and like him, God
expects us to be Watchmen. Ezekiel had pronounced judgement upon
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Judah and the surrounding evil nations for their sins. After Jerusalem fell,
he turned from messages of doom and judgement to messages of
comfort, hope and future restoration for God’s people. God previously
appointed Ezekiel to be a watchman, warning the nation of coming
judgement. Here God appointed Ezekiel to be a watchman again, but this
time he was to preach a message of hope.
822.
In an NLT table around Ezekiel Chapter 36, read “Old & New
Covenants”. The New Covenant is placed on our hearts, based on the
desire to love and serve God, known by all, personal (not legal)
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. On the other hand, the Old
Covenant was placed upon stone, based on the law, must be taught and
was a legal relationship with God.
823.
Ezekiel Chapter 33 verse 12 – 16: “……..The good works of
righteous people will not save them if they turn to sin nor will the sins of
evil people destroy them if they repent and turn from their sins”. This is
repeated in verses 18 and 19. Note the NLT explanation for Ezekiel
Chapter 33 verse 12 that God looks at what we are and will become, not
what we have been and He gives us the opportunity to turn to Him if we
will. We must follow God sincerely and consistently as well as ask Him to
forgive us when we fail.
824.
Read Ezekiel Chapter 36 verses 22 – 24 and 35 – 36. God is bringing
us back not because we deserve it but for the honour of His Word and His
Holy Name. He, therefore, gives us a new heart with right desires and put
a new Spirit in us. Why did God want to protect His Holy Name – His
reputation? God was concerned about the salvation of not only His
people but also the whole world. To allow His people to remain in sin and
be permanently destroyed by their enemies would lead other nations to
conclude that their pagan gods were more powerful than Israel’s God.
Thus, to protect His Holy Name, God would return a remnant of His
people to their land. God will not share His glory with false gods and the
people had the responsibility to represent God to the rest of the world.
825.
Ezekiel Chapter 37 verses 4 – 5: “…….Speak to these bones
(dryness) and say: dry bones, listen to the Word of the Lord.........I am
going to breathe into you and make you live again”. The bones represent
the people’s spiritually dead condition, for example, churches and
ministries with religious “I.C.T” of ignorance, culture and traditions which
would be transformed only by Jesus Christ’s Message, Meaning and
Methods (3 M’s).
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826.
Almighty God in the Book of Ezekiel supplies us with 7P’s and
7S’s.The 7 P’s are Peace; Purity; Possessions; Provisions; Protection;
Prosperity ; and Power. The 7S’s are Strength; Security; Sense; Supplies;
Sincerity (truth); Sovereignty; and Salvation. Moreover, God uses only
two each of what I would like to call “ID” (meaning Identification and
Imagination with Desires and Decisions) to see us, judge us and bless us.
Guard your “double ID” above all else! The 7S’s of Christianity above
represent the complete package of God’s blessings in the Holy Bible via
Jesus Christ.
827.
These are the eight sources of God’s Anger against His Shepherds
and Leaders as follows: (a) Feeding of self, not the flock. (b) Not caring
for the weak. (c) Not healing or bounding the injured. (d) Not searching for
those who wondered away. (e) Ruling with cruelty and heavy hand. (f)
Making the sheep to scatter. (g) Not encouraging others. (h) Making it
easy for the sheep to be attacked by wild animals. Thus such shepherds
and leaders may become God’s enemies and God will hold them
responsible as well as take away their rights to be priests and then, God
will take care of His sheep by Himself!
828.
Psalm 145 verse 18 – 20: “The Lord is close to all who call on Him,
yes to all who call on Him sincerely. He fulfils the desires of those who
fear Him; he hears their cries for help and rescues them. The Lord
protects all those who love Him, but He destroys the wicked”. At times
when our burdens seem more than we can bear and we wonder how we
can go on, pray with the assurance of these words regularly.
829.
Psalm 147 verse 11: “Rather, the Lord’s delight is in those who
honour Him, those who put their hope in His unfailing love”. We may
spend a lot of effort trying to sharpen our skills or become physically fit.
There is nothing wrong with doing so and, in fact, our gifts can be used to
glorify God. But when we use our gifts with no regard for God, they are
indeed worth little. It is our honour and trust that God desires. When He
has those, then He will use our gifts and strengths in ways far greater
than we can imagine. Amen.
830.
In an NLT table around Psalm 150, read “Where to get Help in the
Book of Psalms”. This section is arranged alphabetically from: Afraid
Cheated - Lost – Threatened - Worried – Criticism – Danger – Doubt – Evil
People – Old Age – Overwhelmed – Proud – Purposeless – Sad – Tense –
Threatened – Trapped – Worried – Worshipful – Wisdom, among others
with Biblical references.
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WEEK 47.
COLOSSIANS 1 – 4.
1 THESSALONIANS 1 – 5.
2 RGESSALONIANS 1 – 3.
1 TIMOTHY 1 – 6.
2 TIMOTHY 1 – 4.
TITUS 1 – 3.
PHILEMON.
HEBEWS 1 – 8.
831.
Colossians was written by Paul and Timothy to combat Errors in the
Church. Read “Colossian Heresy” in an NLT table around Colossians
Chapter 1. Paul’s answer to the heresy that Spirit is good and that matter
is evil is that God created heaven and earth for His glory. His answer to
the heresy that we must follow ceremonies, rituals and restrictions in
order to be saved or perfected is that these were only shadows that ended
when Christ came. Christ is all you need to be saved. Read about the
other seven heresies as well as Paul’s answers to them in the table.
832.
In another NLT table around Colossians Chapter 1, read about “How
to Pray for Other Christians”. Be thankful for their faith and changed
lives; ask God to help them know His will and to give them spiritual
wisdom and understanding. Moreover, ask God to help them live to
honour and please Him; to give them more knowledge of Himself; to give
them strength for endurance and patience and to fill them with joy and
thankfulness. See how many people in your life could be touched if you
prayed in this way.
833.
Colossians Chapter 1 verses 14 – 15: “God has, rituals and
restrictions in order to purchase our freedom with His blood and has
forgiven all our sins. Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He
existed before God made anything at all and is supreme over all creation”
and from Colossians Chapter 1 verses 16 – 18. Everything has been
created through Him and for Him. Christ is the head of the Church which
is His body. This is one of the strongest statements about the divine
nature of Christ found anywhere in the Holy Bible. Jesus is not only equal
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to God, He is God as the visible image of the invisible God and the exact
representation of God. He not only reflects God but He reveals God to us
(John Chapter 1 verse 18 and John Chapter 14 verse 9).
834.
Colossians Chapter 1 verse 20: “And by Him God reconciled
everything to Himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on
earth by means of His blood on the cross”. Christ’s death provided a way
for all people to come to God and it cleared away the sin that keeps us
from having a right relationship with our Creator. This does not mean
everyone has been saved but that the way has been cleared for anyone
who will trust Christ to be saved. We can have peace with God and be
reconciled to Him by accepting Christ who died in our place.
835.
In an NLT table around Colossians Chapter 2, read about “Salvation
through Faith” and not by religion through self - effort. The goal of
salvation by faith is trust in Christ and then live to please God while by
religion through self – effort is to please God by our own good deeds.
Through the former, we confess, submit and commit ourselves to Christ’s
control while through the latter, it would be by means of practice, diligent
service, discipline and obedience, all in hope of reward. Through the
former, the Holy Spirit in us helps us to do good work for Christ’s
Kingdom while by religion through self – effort, the power is via good,
honest effort through self – determination without the Holy Spirit’s
control. The results of salvation by faith are joy, thankfulness, love,
guidance, service and forgiveness but the results of religion by self –
effort are chronic guilt, apathy, depression, failure and constant desire for
approval.
836.
In an NLT table around Colossians Chapter 2, read about “From
Death to Life” when we accept Christ. Because Christ died for us, we have
been crucified with Him. Our old, rebellious nature died with Christ.
Christ’s resurrection guarantees our new life now and eternal life with
Him later.
837.
In an NLT table around Colossians Chapter 3, read about “Sins
versus Signs of Love” covering sexual attitude, behaviour and speech all
compared to the signs of Love. The sins include sexual immorality,
impurity. Lust, evil desires and greed. The sins of speech are anger or
rage, malicious behaviour, slander, lying and dirty language but the signs
of love are mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and
forgiveness.
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838.
Colossians Chapter 3verses: 13 – 14: “You must make allowance for
each other’s faults and forgive the person who offends you. Remember,
the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. And the most important
piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love is what binds us all together
in perfect harmony”. The key to forgiving others is remembering how
much God has forgiven you. All the virtues that Paul encourages us to
develop are perfectly bound together by love.
839.
These are the seven things God requires of us in Colossians: (a)
Pray for others. (b) Give thanks to God and to man. (c) Have complete
faith in Christ. (d) Love for all people. (e) Understand God’s wonderful
Grace. (f) Living a new life that produces fruit. (g) Making allowance for
each other’s faults (in forgiveness) and correcting each other in love.
840.
In an NLT table around Colossians Chapter 4, read about “Rules for
Submission” (for wives, husbands, children, slaves, employees and
employers). Moreover, read Colossians Chapter 3 verses 18 – 23.
Furthermore, note Colossians Chapter 4 verse 2: “Devote yourself to
prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart”. These are critical
instructions concerning Godly relationships with spouses, parents,
children, employees and employers.
841.
As a genuine minister, read 1 Thessalonians Chapter 2 verses 4 – 6:
“For we speak as messengers approved by God to be entrusted with the
Good News. Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines
the motives of our hearts. Never once did we try to win you with flattery,
as you well know. And God is our witness that we are not pretending to
be your friends just to get your money! As for human praise, we have
never sought it from you or anyone else”.
842.
1 Thessalonians Chapter 4 verse 11: “This should be your ambition:
to live a quiet life, minding your own business and working with your
hands, just as we commanded you before”. Christian living is more than
simply loving other Christians. We must be responsible in all areas of life.
Some of the Thessalonian Christians had adopted a life of idleness,
depending on others for handouts. Paul told them to work hard and live
quiet lives. We cannot be effective in sharing our faith with others if they
don’t respect us. We must be a positive force of change in society.
843.
The three summary lessons from 1 and 2 Thessalonians are: (a) Be
faithful in the service of God. (b) Do good works with love. (c) Have
enduring hope while waiting for Christ’s second coming and try to please
God only.
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844.
In an NLT table around 1 Thessalonians Chapter 2, read “The Events
of Christ’s Return”. Christ will return visibly with a commanding shout.
There will be an unmistakable call from an angel. There will be a trumpet
fanfare such as has never been heard. Believers in Christ who are dead
will rise from their graves and believers who are alive will be caught up in
the clouds to meet the Lord.
845.
In an NLT table around 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5, read about
“Checklist For Encouragers” with examples, suggested application and
the Biblical references. For example, we are to build each other up by
pointing out to someone a quality you appreciate in him or her; respect
our leaders by looking for ways to cooperate with them; live in peace by
searching for ways to get along with others; be joyful by remembering
that even in the midst of turmoil, God is in control; and we should not
stifle the Holy Spirit by cooperating with the Spirit the next time He
prompts you to participate in a Christian meeting, among ten other
examples and their applications which you should study in the table.
846.
The Book of 2 Thessalonians was written by Paul to clear up the
confusion about Christ’s Second Coming. The letter indicates various
events that must precede the second coming of Christ. Paul’s
announcement that Christ could come at any moment had caused some
to stop working and just wait, rationalizing their idleness by pointing to
Paul’s teaching. Adding fuel to this fire was the continued persecution of
the Church and many felt that indeed this must be the “day of the Lord”!
Although Paul presents a few signs of the end times, each of us must
prepare for Christ’s return by living rightly day by day. If we are ready, we
won’t have to be concerned about the preceding events or the final
timing.
847.
2 Thessalonians Chapter 2 verses 9 – 11 are about the Anti – Christ:
“This evil man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power
and signs and miracles. He will use every kind of wicked deception to
fool those who are on their way to destruction because they refuse to
believe the truth that would save them, So God will send great deception
upon them, and they will believe all these lies”. This evil man will use
“counterfeit powers and signs and miracles” to deceive and draw a
following. Miracles from God can help strengthen our faith and lead
people to Christ, but all miracles are not necessarily from God. Christ’s
miracles were significant, not just because of their power, but because of
their purpose – to help, to heal, and to point us to God. The lawless man
from Satan will use power to destroy and lead people away from God and
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toward himself! If any so – called religious personality draws attention
only to himself or herself, his or her work is not from God.
848.
In an NLT table around 1 Timothy Chapter 2, read about Timothy.
The Books of 1 and 2 Timothy as well as Titus are the three Pastoral
Letters in the Bible for us to pursue Faith, Love and Peace. There are
three lessons from them: (a) Youthfulness should not be an excuse for
ineffectiveness. (b) Our inadequacies, inabilities and limitations should
not keep us from being available to God. (c) Like Paul, we should oversee
younger Christians, encourage them and give the needed direction.
849.
1 Timothy Chapter 3 verses 4 – 6: “He (an Elder) must manage his
own family well, with children who respect and obey him. For if a man
cannot manage his own household, how can he take care of God’s
church? An elder must not be a new Christian because he might be proud
of being chosen so soon, and the devil will use that pride to make him
fall”. Moreover, for deacons, 1 Timothy Chapter 3 verse 8 says: “In the
same way, deacons must be people who are respected and have integrity.
They must not be heavy drinkers and they must not be greedy for
money”. We must not ignore our families as spiritual leadership should
begin at home. Deacon means one who serves as a leader in the Church
with qualifications resembling those of the elders. In some churches
today, the office of the deacon has lost its importance as new Christians
are often asked to serve in this position but that was not the New
Testament pattern. Paul says that potential deacons should be tested
before they are asked to serve in the Church.
850.
1 Timothy Chapter 5 verses 1 – 2: “Never speak harshly to an older
man, but appeal to him respectfully as though he were your own father.
Talk to the younger men as you would to your own brothers. Treat older
women as you would your mother, and treat the younger women with all
purity as your own sisters”. Men in the ministry can avoid improper
attitudes toward women by treating them as family members. If men see
women as fellow members in God’s family, they will protect them and
help them grow spiritually.
851.
1 Timothy Chapter 5 verse 23: “Don’t drink only water. You ought to
drink a little wine for the sake of your stomach because you are sick so
often”. It is unclear why Paul gave this advice to Timothy. Perhaps
contaminated water had led to Timothy’s indigestion, and so he should
stop drinking only water. Whatever the reason, this statement is not an
invitation to overindulgence or alcoholism.
151

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
852.
1 Timothy Chapter 6 verse 6: “Yet true religion with contentment is
great wealth” and later, 1 Timothy 6 verse 10 says: “For the love of money
is at the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” We
should honour God and centre our desires on Him (Matthew Chapter 6
verse 33), and we should be content with what God is doing in our life
(Philippians Chapter 4 verses 11 – 13). Paul’s seven guidelines to keep
away from the love of money are: (a) Realize that one day riches will all be
gone. (b) Be content with what you have. (c) Monitor what you are willing
to do to get more money. (d) Love people more than money. € Love God’s
work more than money. (f) Freely share what you have with others. (g)
Read Proverbs 30 verses 7 – 9 for more on avoiding the love of money.
853.
2 Timothy Chapter 1 verse 7: “For God has not given us a spirit of
fear and timidity, but of power, love and self – discipline”. The three
characteristics of the effective Christian leader are Power; Love; and Self
– discipline. They are available to us because the Holy Spirit lives in us
and we must follow His leading each day so that we will more fully exhibit
these characteristics. Read Galatians Chapter 5 verse 22 for a list of the
by – products of the Holy Spirit living in us.
854.
Read 2 Timothy Chapter 3 verses 1 – 5 regarding the difficult times
for Christian service in the last days! People will only love themselves
and their money! Don’t give in to society’s pressures and don’t settle for
comfort without commitment. Stand up against evil by living as God
would have His people live. Paul warns us not to be deceived by people
who only appear to be Christians without inner attitudes of belief, love
and true worship of God.
855.
2 Timothy Chapter 3 verse 16: “All Scripture is inspired by God and
is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in
our lives. It strengthens us out and teaches us to do what is right”. The
Bible is not a collection of stories, fables, myths or merely human ideas
about God. It not a human book. Through the Holy Spirit, God revealed
His person and plan to certain believers who wrote down His message for
His people. The process is known as Inspiration with the writers writing
from their own personal, historical and cultural contexts.
856.
The Book of Titus is about Supervision of the Churches to advise
Titus in his responsibility of supervising the churches on the island of
Crete. “I left you on the island of Crete so you could complete our work
there and appoint elders in each town as I instructed you” (Titus 1: 5).
Paul knew that the Church must be built on Christ and that eventually he
152

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
would not be there to assume leadership in the churches after he was
gone. So he trained young pastors to assume leadership after he was
gone, urging them to centre their lives and preaching on the Word of God
and to train others to carry on the ministry in this discipleship process (2
Timothy 2: 2).
857.
Read Titus Chapter 1 verses 6 – 9, especially verse 7 about the
“Qualities of Elders / Church Ministers”. Verse 7 says: “ An elder must
live a blameless life because he is God’s minister. He must not be
arrogant or quick – tempered; he must not be a heavy drinker, violent, or
greedy for money”. Most of the qualifications of elders and overseers
described here involves Character, not knowledge or skill. We must
consider them as we evaluate people for positions of leadership in
ministries. It is important to have leaders who can effectively preach
God’s Word, but it is even more important to have those who can live out
God’s Word and be good examples for others to follow.
858.
Titus Chapter 1 verse 15: “Everything is pure to those whose hearts
are pure. But nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving
because their minds and consciences are defiled”. Those who have Christ
in control of their lives learn to see goodness and purity even in this evil
world. But corrupt and unbelieving people find evil in everything because
their evil minds and hearts colour even the good they see and hear!
859.
Titus Chapter 3 verses 1 – 2: “Remind your people to submit to the
government and its officers. They should be obedient, always ready to do
what is good. They must not speak evil of anyone, and they must avoid
quarrelling. Instead, they should be gentle and show true humility to
everyone”. As Christians, our first allegiance is to Jesus as Lord but we
must obey our government and its leaders as well.
860.
The Book of Philemon by Paul and Timothy is a message to the
Church meeting in Philemon’s house about “Forgiveness & Kindness”.
Philemon verse 10: “My plea is that you show kindness to Onesimus. I
think of him as my own son because he became a believer as a result of
my ministry here in prison”. Its purpose was to convince Philemon to
forgive his runaway slave, Onesimus and to accept him as a brother in the
faith.
861.
The Book of Hebrews, written by Paul (or possibly Luke, Barnabas,
Apollos, Silas, Philip, Priscilla and others) is about the Sufficiency and
Superiority of Christ. In an NLT table around Hebrews Chapter 1, read
about “Christ and the Angels”. Christ is superior to the angels. He is
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called Son of God, a title never given to an angel. Angela are important
but are still only servants under god. Christ’s Kingdom is forever and He
is the Creator of the world (Psalm 102: 25) and He is given a unique
honour by God (Psalm 110: 1).
862.
In an NLT table around Hebrews Chapter 2, read about the “Lessons
From Christ’s Humanity” as divine Leader, Model, Sacrifice, Conqueror &
High Priest who is merciful, loving and understanding, having conquered
death to give us eternal life.
863.
Hebrews Chapter 4 verses 12 – 13: “For the Word of God is full of
living power. It is sharper than the sharpest knife, cutting deep into our
innermost thoughts and desires. It exposes us for what we really are.
Nothing in all creation can hide from Him. Everything is naked and
exposed before His eyes. This is the God to whom we must explain all
that we have done”. With the incisiveness of a surgeon’s knife, God’s
Word reveals who we are and what we are not. Nothing can be hidden
from God. He knows everyone everywhere and everything about us is
wide open to His all – seeing eyes. God sees all we do and knows all we
think.
864.
In an NLT table around Hebrew Chapter 5, read about “The
Choices of Maturity”. It is immature just being taught but mature when
teaching others correctly. Is is immature to be struggling with the basics,
self – criticising, promoting disunity and be fearful with cautious apathy
and doubt. On the other hand, it is mature to develop depth of spiritual
understanding, promote self – evaluation (not criticism), desire spiritual
challenges, serve with confidence and active faith in Christ and His Word.
865.
In an NLT table around Hebrews Chapter 6, read about “Abraham In
the New Testament”. He was an ancestor of Jesus Christ, father of the
Jewish nation, received great promises from God, followed God, blessed
by God because of his faith and is the father of all those who come to God
by faith. Study Abraham in the Biblical references and explanations in the
table accordingly.
866.
The Sixth Level of Religion or God’s Covenant Law (The Heart –
thoughts, intention and emotion) is in Hebrews Chapter 8 verse 10: “But
this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day,
says the Lord: I will put my laws in their minds so they will understand
them, and i will write them on their hearts so they will obey them. I will be
their God, and they will be my people”. Under God’s new covenant, God’s
law is inside us. It no longer an external set of rules and principles. The
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Holy Spirit reminds us of Christ’s words, activates our conscience,
influences our motives and desires and makes us want to obey God.

WEEK 48.
DANIEL 1 – 12.
HOSEA 1 – 9.
867.
While the Book of Daniel is to give historical account of the faithful
Jews in captivity and to show how God’s sovereignty works as well as
that He is in control of both heaven and earth, directing nature and caring
for His chosen people on earth. Daniel Chapter 1 verse 4 says: “Select
only strong, very healthy and good – looking men. Make sure they are
well versed in every branch of learning, and are gifted with knowledge
and good sense, and have the poise needed to serve in the royal palace.
Teach these young men the language and literature of the Babylonians”.
This is how we must choose our ambassadors today! The young and
faithful Jewish men demonstrated not only aptitude but also discipline.
This character trait, combined with Integrity, served them well in their new
cultural environment.
868.
In an NLT table around Daniel Chapter 2, read about Daniel as
Prophet; Climate of the times; and main Message (that we should spend
more time learning how we should live now than worrying when future
events will happen! Lessons: (a) Quiet convictions often earn long – term
respect. (b) Don’t wait until you are in a tough situation to learn about
prayer. (c) God can use people wherever they are. After all, a lion would
still be a lion despite being taken abroad just as a goat would still be a
goat even after travelling overseas or to space!
869.
In another NLT table around Daniel Chapter 2, read about “The
Fulfilment Of Daniels’s Interpretation”. The large statue in the king’s
dream represented the four kingdoms that would dominate as world
powers, namely, the Babylonian Empire; Medo – Persian Empire; Grecian
Empire; and the Roman Empire. All these will be crushed to an end by the
Kingdom of God which will continue forever.
870.
Daniel took advantage of opportunities without letting any
opportunity take advantage of him. He resisted changing the good habits
he had formed in terms of his physical and spiritual diets. Daniel ate
carefully and lived prayerfully. While he limited his food intake, he
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indulged regularly in prayer and was able to communicate with God
because he made it a habit. He put into practice his convictions even
when that meant being thrown into the den of hungry lions. His life
proved that he made the right choice. Like Daniel, do you hold to your
faith in God that whatever happens, you will do what God says. Such
conviction keeps you a step ahead of temptation and gives you wisdom
and stability in changing circumstances.
871.
Read and meditate regularly on Daniel Chapter 2 verses 20 – 23 that
“……He determines the course of world events; He removes kings and
sets others on the throne. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to
scholars”. Daniel took time to give God credit for all the wisdom and
power, thanking God for answering his request. How do you feel when
your prayers are answered? Match your prayers with gratitude to God.
872.
Like Daniel, genuine convictions of faith have results and
advantages. They keep you a step ahead of temptation. They give you
wisdom and stability in complex, changing and challenging situations and
circumstances. The lesson really, is to prayerfully live out our convictions
daily and trust God for the results of obedience to Him. Daniel was at a
crisis point. Imagine going to see the powerful and temperamental king
who had just angrily ordered your death! Daniel did not shrink back in
fear, however, but he believed confidently that God would tell him all the
king wanted to know and when the king gave him time to find the answer,
Daniel found his three friends and they prayed. When you find yourself in
a tight spot, share your needs with trusted Christian friends and also
believe in God’s power. Prayer is more effective than panic which
confirms hopelessness while prayer confirms hope in God.
873.
In an NLT table around Daniel Chapter 3, read about Shadrach,
Meshach & Abednego. Our compromise poisons our very convictions
that bound our friendships and allegiance to God. These three friends
shared Godly friendships that stood the tests of hardship, success,
wealth and possible death! Lesson; In faith, God can be trusted even if
and when we cannot predict the outcomes. Like them, don’t hesitate to
place your life in the hand of God and like them, the rest would be victory.
Amen.
874.
In another NLT table around Daniel Chapter 3, read about
“Nebuchadnezzar & Lessons”. One of the greatest conquerors in history
was himself conquered by his Creator. God allowed the king’s victories,
but unknown to some people, God was only accomplishing His purpose
in all these. God allowed attempt to kill three of the king’s servants to
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teach the king that he did not really have power over life and death as he
thought! A leader’s greatness is affected by the quality of his advisers.
Uncontrolled pride is self – destructive. Read Daniel Chapter 4 verse 37:
“Now, I, Nebuchadnezzar praise and glorify and honour the king of
Heaven. All His acts are just and true, and He is able to humble those who
are proud”. Proverbs 22: 4 also confirms that “Tues humility and fear of
the Lord lead to riches, honour and long life”.
875.
Pray to God with Daniel‘s type of Righteousness in order to have
gifts like him. Read Daniel Chapter 5 verse 12: “This man Daniel, whom
the king named Belteshazzar has a sharp mind and is filled with divine
knowledge and understanding. He can interpret dreams, explain riddles
and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel and he will tell you what the
writing means”. Daniel was never motivated by material rewards. His
entire life had been characterized by doing right. Doing right should be
our first priority, not gaining power or rewards.
876.
Daniel Chapter 6 verse 3: “Daniel soon proved himself more capable
than all the other administrators and princes. Because of his great ability,
the king made plans to place him over the entire empire!” Others became
jealous and searched for Daniel’s faults but found nothing against him to
criticize. Over 80 years old at this time, Daniel was working with those
who did not believe in his God but he worked more efficiently and capably
than all the rest, thus attracting the attention of the pagan king and
earning a place of respect. One of the best ways to influence non –
Christian employers is to work diligently and responsively. How well do
you represent God to your employer?
877.
In an NLT table around Daniel Chapter 6, read about “Kings That
Daniel Served”, including Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius and Cyrus.
In the table, note their empires, memorable events and the relevant
Biblical references.
878.
Read Daniel Chapter 7 verses 4 – 8 and their NLT explanations. Lion
is Babylon. Bear is Medo-Persia. Leopard is Greece. 4th Beast points to
both Rome and the End Times with little horn – Anti Christ as in
Revelation Chapter 17 :verse 12 and 2 Thessalonians Chapter 2 verses 3 –
4.
879.
Read and pray with Daniel Chapter 9 verses 14 – 19 (Daniel’s Prayer
of Remembrance of the past; Forgiveness; Repentance; and Mercy on
behalf of the Nation and his Family). It would be a mistake to read the
Bible as dry history and miss the deep personal feelings. Daniel was
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crying to God with a deep concern for his nation and his people. So often,
our prayers are without passion and true compassion for others. Are you
willing to pray like Daniel by pouring out your deep feelings to God?
880.
Read Daniel Chapter 12 verses 2 – 3 containing Daniel’s prophecy of
final end– time and his accurate vision to shine like stars forever as the
reward for serving Christ: “Many of those whose bodies lie dead buried
will rise up, some to everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine
as bright as the sky, and those who turn many to righteousness will shine
like stars forever”. If we share our Lord with others, we can be true stars –
radiantly beautiful in God’s sight!
881.
Hosea means Salvation. The Book of Hosea is to illustrate God’s
love for His sinful people. Hosea married a prostitute named Gomer who
was unfaithful to him like Israel that had been unfaithful to God. Israel’s
idolatry was like adultery. Like Gomer, we can chase after other loves –
love of power, pleasure, money or recognition. These temptations are
very seductive! Disaster, however, would surely follow rebellion and
ingratitude toward God. The lord is our only true refuge. If we harden our
hearts, we cannot escape God’s judgement.
882.
In an NLT table around Hosea Chapter 2, read about Prophet Hosea
including Climate of the times; Message in the main; Importance of his
Message and the contemporary Prophets. The main message is that when
we sin, we sever our relationship with God, breaking our commitment to
Him. While we all must answer to God for our sins, those who seek God’s
forgiveness are assured of salvation and spared eternal judgement.
883.
In an NLT table around Hosea Chapter 3, read about “Spiritual
Unfaithfulness”, especially the parallels and the dangers, comparing
spiritual adultery and physical adultery which are similar and dangerous
(Gomer compared with Israel & Judah). When we break God’s laws in full
awareness of what we are doing, our hearts become hardened to sin, and
our relationship with God is broken. The process is dangerous because
you don’t always realize it is happening until it is too late.
884.
Note the wickedness and increasing number of Israel’s (and other
unfaithful priests world – wide) in Hosea Chapter 4 verses 2 – 11. From
verses 7 – 11, “The more priests there are, the more they sin against me.
They have exchanged the glory of God for the disgrace of idols. Verse 8 11: The priests get fed when the people sin and bring their sin offerings to
them. So the priests are glad when the people sin! ‘Like priests, like
people’ – since the priests are wicked, the people are wicked too. So now
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I will punish both priests and people for all their wicked deeds. They will
eat and still be hungry. Though they do a big business as prostitutes,
they will have no children for they have deserted the Lord to worship
other gods. Alcohol and prostitution have robbed my people of their
brains”. The priests profited from the continuation of sin; it gave them
power and position in the community. So instead of trying to lead the
people out of sin, they encourage sin to increase their profits.
885.
In an NLT table around Hosea Chapter 7, read about “Obedience
versus Sacrifices”. In eight places in the Holy Bible, God confirms that He
does not want our gifts and sacrifices out of ritual hypocrisy but rather
first and foremost, He wants our Love and Obedience to Him. The eight
places are: (a) 1 Samuel 15: 22 – 23. (b) Psalm 40: 6 – 8. (c) Psalm 51: 16
– 19. (d) Jeremiah 7: 21 – 23. (e) Hosea 6: 6. (f) Amos 5: 21 – 24. (g) Micah
6: 6 – 8. (h) Matthew 9: 13. Obedience is far better than sacrifice. God
does not want sacrifices (as Jesus already did this); He wants our loving
loyalty. He wants us to acknowledge him without pretence or hypocrisy.
God wants us to do what is right, love mercy and walk humbly with Him.
886.
Hosea Chapter 8 verses 11, 13 & 14: “Israel (like prevailing churches
on Sundays) has built many altars to take away sin, but these very altars
became places for sinning”...”The people of Israel love their rituals of
sacrifice, but to me their sacrifices are all meaningless! I will call my
people to account for their sins and I will punish them. They will go back
down to Egypt. Israel has built great palaces, and Judah has fortified its
cities. But they have both forgotten their Maker. Therefore, I will send
down fire on their palaces and burn their fortresses”. The people’s
sacrifices had become mere rituals and God refused to accept them. We
have rituals too: attending church; observing regular quiet time;
celebrating Christian holidays; praying before meals; etc.
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WEEK 49.
HOSEA 10 – 14.
JOEL 1 – 3.
AMOS 1 – 9.
OBADIAH.
JONAH 1 – 4.
MICAH 1 – 7.
887.
Hosea Chapter 13 verses 7 – 8: “So now I will attack you like a lion,
or like a leopard that lurks along the road. I will rip you to pieces like a
bear whose cubs have been taken away. I will tear you apart and devour
you like a hungry lion”. Lesson: Don’t depend on your gifts, but depend
only on the Giver. After rescuing Israel from Egypt and providing and
caring for them in the wilderness, Hosea Chapter 13 verse 6 says: “But
when you had eaten and were satisfied, then you became proud and
forgot me”. Self – sufficiency is as destructive today as it was in Hosea’s
time. Learn to rely on God, both in good times and bad times.
888.
The Book of Joel (Chapters 1 – 3) is to warn Judah of God’s
impending punishment because of their sins and to urge them to turn to
God. Lesson: Rebellion against God and His commands and decrees is a
deadly sin. Forgiveness comes by turning from sin and turning toward
God. It is never too late. God is in control. Justice and restoration are in
His hands and the Holy Spirit confirms God’s love for us just as He did for
the first Christians in Acts Chapter 2.
889.
In an NLT table around Joel Chapter 2, read about Joel as Prophet to
Judah. God judges all people for their sins, but He is merciful to those
who repent and turn to him, and He offers them eternal salvation. At
Pentecost, Peter quoted in Acts Chapter 2 verses 16 – 21 from Joel
Chapter 2 verse 29: “In those days, I will pour out my Spirit even on
servants, men and women alike”. Joel’s main message was that a plague
of locusts had come to discipline the nation. Joel called the people to turn
back to God before an even greater judgement occurred.
890.
Joel Chapter 2 verse 32 says: “And anyone who calls on the Name
of the Lord will be saved”. God’s Spirit is available today to anyone who
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calls on the Lord for salvation. However, we must accept His salvation or
we will certainly perish with the unrepentant.
891.
As instructions to us at Wondernet Ministry International (WMI) for
our yearly NLT Video Bible School, we should read Joel Chapter 3 verse
10b which says: “....Train even your weaklings to be warriors”. For
genuine spiritual growth, Christians should listen / read God’s Word
completely and regularly every one or two years on a daily basis by
deliberate choice as well as apply the Lessons, Instructions, Decisions,
Sharing (“LIDS”) same with others.
892.
The Book of Amos (Chapters 1 – 9) is to pronounce God’s
judgement on Israel for its Complacency, Idolatry and Oppression of the
poor. A complacent present leads to a disastrous future. Don’t
congratulate yourself for the blessings and benefits you now enjoy. They
are from God. If you are more satisfied with yourself than with God,
remember that everything is meaningless without Him. A self – sufficient
attitude may be your downfall. Moreover, God made all people; therefore,
to ignore the poor is to ignore those whom God loves and whom Christ
came to save. We must live compassionately to stop injustice and to help
care for those in need.
893.
In an NLT table around Amos Chapter 2, read about Amos as A
Prophet to Israel. Amos served as a prophet to the Northern Kingdom
from 760 – 750 B.C. when those who were well – off ignored the needs of
those less fortunate. The people were self – centred and indifferent
toward God and Amos spoke against those who exploited or ignored the
needy.
894.
The main lesson of the Book of Amos is that believing in God is
more than a matter of individual faith. God calls all believers to work
against injustices in society and to aid those less fortunate. This is why
Amos spoke against those who exploited or ignored the needy people in
Israel.
895.
Read Amos Chapter 3 verses 10 – 11: “My people have forgotten
what it means to do right, says the Lord. Their fortresses are filled with
wealth taken by theft and violence. Therefore, says the Sovereign Lord, an
enemy is coming! He will surround them and shatter their defences. Then
he will plunder all their fortresses”. The enemy mentioned here is Assyria
which conquered Israel and did just as Amos predicted and the people
were scattered to foreign lands with foreigners placed in the land to keep
161

Author : Dr. Makanjuola A. Owolabi, FWACP, FAsMA
peace. Amos added that even if the Israelites tried to repent, it would be
too late!
896.
In an NLT table around Amos Chapter 8, read about “Amos’s
Visions”. The significance of the Vision of Swarm of locusts is that God
was preparing punishment which He delayed only because of Amos’s
intervention while that of the Basket of ripe fruit is that the people were
ripe for punishment, though once beautiful, they were now rotten.
897.
Amos Chapter 5 verses 21 – 24: “I hate all your show and pretence –
the hypocrisy of your religious festivals and solemn assemblies. I will not
accept your burnt offerings and grain offerings. I won’t even notice all
your choice peace offerings. Away with your hymns of praise! They are
only noise to my ears. I will not listen to your music, no matter how lovely
it is. Instead, I want a mighty flood of justice, a river of righteous living
that will never run dry”. These words are similar to Matthew Chapter 23
verse 23. Justice, mercy and faithfulness are more important to God.
898.
As ordinary and simple professionals in ministry work, we must
read and meditate on Amos Chapter 7 verses 14 – 15: “But Amos replied,
“I’m not one of your professional prophets. I certainly never trained to be
one. I’m just a shepherd, and I take care of fig trees. But the Lord called
me away from my flock and told me, ‘Go and prophesy to my people
Israel’”. Like Amos, obedience to God’s Word is the test of a faithful
servant of God. Without any special spiritual preparation, education or
upbringing, Amos obeyed God’s call to “go and prophesy” to my people
in Israel. Are you willing to reveal the Book of Prophesy (The Holy Bible)
to the people around you?
899.
Obadiah was written to show that God judges those who have
harmed His people and that God will destroy proud and wicked people. It
is also to show that wickedness will never last long and will certainly be
punished. Compare this with Psalm 34: 21, namely, “Calamity will surely
overtake the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be punished”.
900.
In an NLT table around Obadiah, read about “History of The Conflict
Between Israel & Edom”. The nation of Israel descended from Jacob while
the nation of Edom descended from Esau. Jacob and Esau struggled in
their mother’s womb. Esau later sold his birth right and blessing to Jacob.
Later Edom refused to let the Israelites pass through its land and Israel’s
kings had constant conflict with Edom.
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901.
In an NLT table around Obadiah, read about this prophet of God to
Judah. Edom was a constant thorn in Judah’s side and the Edomite’s
often participated in attacks initiated by other enemies. Obadiah’s main
message was that God will judge Edom for its evil actions toward God’s
people. Lesson: Just as Edom was destroyed and disappeared as a
nation, so God will destroy proud and wicked people.
902.
The Book of Jonah (Chapters 1 – 4) is to show the extent of God’s
Grace and the message of Salvation to all people. In an NLT table around
Jonah Chapter 2, read about Jonah who served as a prophet to Israel and
Assyria from 793 – 753 B.C. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh so he
tried to run from God but God has His ways of teaching us to obey Him
and follow Him. When Jonah preached, the people repented and God
withheld His judgement. Even the most wicked will be saved if he truly
repents of sin and turn to God.
903.
In an NLT table around Jonah Chapter 4, read about “Miracles in The
Book of Jonah”. These include violent storm, great fish, leafy plant, worm
and scorching wind. In this connection read also two places in Jonah and
Joel as follows. First, Jonah Chapter 2 verse 7: “When all hope was lost, I
turned my thoughts once more to the Lord. And my earnest prayer went
out to you in your Holy Temple”. Secondly, Jonah Chapter 3 verse 10
says: “When God saw that they had put a stop to their evil ways, He had
mercy on them and didn’t carry out the destruction He had threatened”.
904.
The Book of Micah (Chapters 1 – 7) is to warm us that judgement is
coming and to offer pardon to all who repent. Read about Micah who
served as prophet to Judah from 742 – 687 B.C. in an NLT table around
Micah Chapter 2. Micah’s main message was the prediction of the fall of
both the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.
This was God’s discipline upon the people, actually showing how much
He cared for them. Hezekiah’s good reign helped postponed Judah’s
punishment. Lesson: Choosing to live a life apart from God is making a
commitment to sin. Sin leads to judgement and death. God alone shows
us the way to eternal peace and His discipline keeps us on the right path..
905.
In an NLT table around Micah Chapter 4, read about “Micah’s
Charges of Injustice”. These include eight charges : (a) Plotting evil. (b)
Fraud, coveting and violence. (c) Stealing and dishonesty. (d) Evicting
widows from their homes. (e) Hating good and loving evil. (f) Despising
justice and distorting what is right. (g) Murder. (h) Taking bribes.
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906.
Concerning false prophets, read Micah Chapter 3 verse 5: “This is
what the Lord says to you false prophets: ‘You are leading my people
astray! You promise peace for those who give you food, but you declare
war on anyone who refuses to pay you”. Micah remained true to his
calling of proclaiming God’s words in contrast to the false prophets,
messages which were geared to the favours they received. Not all those
who claim to have messages from God really do. Micah prophesied that
one day the false prophets would be shamed by their actions.
907.
Micah Chapter 3 verses 10 – 11 say: “You are building Jerusalem on
a foundation of murder and corruption. You rulers govern for the bribes
you can get; you priests teach God’s laws only for a price; you prophets
won’t prophesy unless you are paid. Yet all of you claim you are
depending on the Lord. “No harm can come to us”, you say, “for the Lord
is here among us”. Pastors today accept bribes when they allow those
who are big contributors to control the church. If fear of losing money or
members influences pastors to remain silent when they should speak up
for what is right, their churches are in danger. We should remember that
Judah was finally destroyed because of the behaviour of its religious
leaders. A similar warning is directed at those who have money – never
use your resources to influence or manipulate God’s ministers – that is
bribery.
908.
Read Micah Chapter 4 verses 1 – 5 as well as Revelation Chapters 19
– 22 concerning the “Temple of the Lord” in the last days. The phrase “in
the last days” describes the days when God will reign over His perfect
Kingdom. The “mountain of the Lord” is Mount Zion. This will be an era of
peace and blessing, a time when war will be forever ended. We cannot
pinpoint this date, but God has promised that it will arrive.
909.
Micah Chapter 5 verse 2: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrata, are only a
small village in Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel (Jesus Christ) will come from
you, one whose origins are from the distant past”. Ephrata was the
district in which Bethlehem was located as predicted here by Micah
accurately hundreds of years before Jesus Christ was born.
910.
Micah Chapter 6 verses 6 – 8 (like Matthew Chapter 23 verse23)
says: “........No, o people, the Lord has already told you what is good, and
this is what He requires: To do what is right, to love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God”. In your efforts to please God, examine these
areas on a regular basis. Are you fair in your dealings with people? Do
you show mercy to those who wrong you? Are you learning humility?
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911.
Micah Chapter 7 verses 7 – 9: “As for me, I look to the Lord for His
help. I wait confidently for God to save me, and my God will certainly hear
me. Do not gloat over me, my enemies! For though I sit in darkness, the
lord Himself will be my light. I will be patient as the Lord punishes me, for
I have sinned against Him. But after that, He will take up my case and
punish my enemies for all the evil they have done to me. The Lord will
bring me out of my darkness into the light, and I will see His
righteousness”. Micah showed great faith in God both personally and on
Israel’s behalf as he proclaimed that he would wait upon God because He
hears and saves when help is needed; He would bring His people through
when times were tough; Israel must be patient in punishment because
God would bring them out of the darkness; and their enemies would be
punished. Like Micah, we, too, can have confidence in God; it simply
takes faith in Him and a willingness to act on that faith.
912.
Read and meditate on Micah Chapter 7 verses 15 – 17 concerning
God’s promise to do awesome and mighty miracles for us: “……I will do
mighty miracles for you like those I did when I rescued you from slavery
in Egypt. All the nations of the world will stand amazed at what the Lord
will do for you. They will be embarrassed that their power is so
insignificant. They will stand in silent awe, deaf to everything around
them. They will come to realize what lowly creatures they really are. Like
snakes crawling from their holes, they will come out to meet the Lord our
God. They will fear Him greatly, trembling in terror at His presence”.
Amen.
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WEEK 50.
HEBREWS 9 – 13.
JAMES 1 – 5.
1 PETER 1 – 5.
2 PETER 1 – 3.
1 JOHN 1 – 5.
2 JOHN.
3 JOHN.
JUDE.
913.
Read Hebrews Chapter 9 verses 9 – 15. Christ freed us from the
slavery of sin forever. Rules and rituals as well as religious “I.C.T”
(Ignorance, Culture and Traditions) have never cleansed peoples’ heart
(heart meaning our thoughts, intentions and emotions). By Jesus Blood
alone, we have our conscience cleansed; are freed from death’s sting and
can live to serve God; and are freed from the power of sin. Though you
know Christ, you may believe that you have to work hard to make yourself
good enough for God. But rules and rituals have never cleansed people’s
hearts!
914.
Hebrews Chapter 10 verse 10: “And what God wants is for us to be
made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time”.
When people sacrificed animals, God considered the people’s faith and
obedience, cleansed them from sin, and made them ceremonially
acceptable according to Old Testament law. But Christ’s sacrifice
transforms our life and heart and makes us clean on the inside. His
sacrifice is infinitely more effective than animal sacrifices. No barrier of
sin, weakness or limitation on our part can stifle His forgiveness. There is
no point in returning to the old sacrificial system now that Christ has
come and had become the final. Perfect sacrifice.
915.
Hebrews Chapter 11 verses 1 and 6: “What is faith? It is the
confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen, it is the
evidence of things we cannot yet see.......So, you see, it is impossible to
please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to Him must believe
that there is a God and that He rewards those who sincerely seek Him”.
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916.
Hebrews Chapter 12 verse 2: “We do this by keeping our eyes on
Jesus, on whom our faith depends from start to finish”. Faith without
works is dead! The Christian life involves hard work. It requires us to give
up whatever endangers our relationship with God, to run patiently, and to
struggle against sin with the power of the Holy Spirit. To live effectively,
we must keep our eyes on Jesus. We will stumble if we look away from
Him to stare at things around us or ourselves! Remember that we may
stumble but we will not fall (Psalm 37: 24). Amen.
917.
Hebrews Chapter 12 verse 7: “As you endure this divine discipline,
remember that God is treating you as His own children. Whoever heard of
a child who was never disciplined?” Regarding divine disciple, read
Proverbs 3: 11 – 12 also as well as the end of the Book of James. Who
loves a child more – the father who allows the child to do what will harm
him or her, or the one who corrects, trains and even punishes the child to
help him or her learn what is right?
918.
Hebrews Chapter 12 verse 11: “No discipline is enjoyable while it is
happening – it is painful! But afterward there will be a quiet harvest of
right living for those who are trained in this way”. We must accept
discipline gratefully as the appropriate response we owe a loving Father.
919.
Hebrews Chapter 12 verse 29: “For our God is a consuming fire”.
We cannot force God to do anything for us through our prayers. He
cannot be contained. Yet, he is a God of compassion. He has saved us
from sin, and he will save us from death. But everything that is worthless
and sinful will be consumed by the fire of His wrath. Only what is good,
dedicated to God, and righteous will remain!
920.
Hebrews Chapter 13 verses 8 – 9: “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. So do not be attracted by strange, new
ideas. Your spiritual strength comes from God’s special favour, not from
ceremonial rules about food, which don’t help those who follow them!”.
Though human leaders have much to offer, we must keep our eyes on
Christ, our ultimate leader. Unlike any human leader, He will never change
in a changing world where we must trust Him as our unchanging Lord.
921.
The Book of James (Chapters 1 – 5) is to expose hypocritical
practices and to teach right Christian behaviour. Christians make great
claims but often are guilty of belying them with their actions, possessing
all the right answers but contradicting the gospel with their lives. The
proof of the reality of our faith is a changed life.
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922.
In an NLT table around James Chapter 1, read the book’s “Chapter
Summary” including the Christian’s Stand; Service; Careful Speech;
Contrite Submission; and Concerned Sharing.
923.
James Chapter 1 verses 2 – 4: “Dear brothers and sisters, whenever
trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. For when your
faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for
when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in Character
(Attitudes) and ready for anything”. Moreover, James Chapter 1 verse 12
says: “God blesses the people who patiently endure testing. Afterward
they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who
love him”. Furthermore, James Chapter 1 verses 14 – 15 says:
“Temptation comes from the lure of our own evil desires. These evil
desires lead to evil actions, and evil actions lead to death”.
924.
James Chapter 1 verses 19 – 20: “My dear brothers and sisters, be
quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Your anger can
never make things right in God’s sight”. Anger erupts when our ego is
bruised but we should not become angry because we fail to win an
argument, or feel offended or rejected. Selfish anger never helps
anybody!
925.
Concerning true Religion, read the last two verses of James Chapter
1 (verses 26 – 27): “If you claim to be religious but don’t control your
tongue, you are just fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. Pure
and lasting religion in the sight of God our Father means that we must
care for orphans and widows in their troubles, and refuse to let the world
corrupt us”. No matter how spiritual we may think we are, we all could
control our speech more effectively.
926.
We must not allow anybody to corrupt us with fancy, religious ideas
and practices. We are not to adapt to the world’s value system which is
based on Possessions (Money), Power and Pleasure. True faith means
nothing if we are contaminated with these worldly values.
927.
In an NLT table around James Chapter 2, read about “Showing
Favouritism” especially to the wealthy in the churches. This is
inconsistent with Christ’s teachings; results from evil motives; goes
against Biblical definition of love; is hypocritical; is a sin and shows a
lack of mercy for those less fortunate.
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928.
In an NLT table around James Chapter 3, read about “Speech”.
When our speech is motivated by Satan, it is full of bitter jealousy, selfish
ambition, earthly concerns and desires, unspiritual thoughts and ideas,
disorder and all kinds of evil. On the other hand, when our speech is
motivated by God and His wisdom, it is full of purity, peace, consideration
for others, submission, mercy, sincerity, impartiality and goodness.
929.
James Chapter 2 verse 17: “....Faith that doesn’t show itself by good
deeds is no faith at all – it is dead and useless”. This means that our
salvation through Christ is through serving and obeying God. Moreover,
James Chapter 2 verse 26 says: “Just as the body is dead without a spirit,
so also faith is dead without good deeds”. Although in reality, we cannot
earn our salvation by serving and obeying God, such actions show that
our commitment to God is real. Deeds of loving service are not a
substitute for, but rather a verification of our faith in Christ.
930.
Read James Chapter 3 verse 16: “For wherever there is jealousy and
selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and every kind of evil”. But
James Chapter 3 verse 17 says: “But the wisdom that comes from heaven
is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to
yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no partiality
and is always sincere”. True wisdom can be measured by a person’s
character. Foolishness leads to disorder but wisdom leads to peace.
931.
In an NLT table around James Chapter 4, read about “Faith That
Works” with 14 Lessons and Biblical References. Among other lessons,
whenever trouble comes your way, be joyful; friendship with the world
makes you an enemy of God; when you humble yourself and realize your
dependence on God, He will lift you up; and be patient in suffering and be
honest in your speech, saying a simple yes or no so that you will not sin.
932.
James Chapter 4 verse 17: “Remember, it is sin to know what you
ought to do and then not do it”. Sin is not just doing wrong but not doing
right. These are sins of omission and sins of commission. It is a sin to lie.
It can also be a sin to know the truth and not tell it. It is a sin to speak evil
of someone but it is also a sin to avoid that person when you know he or
she needs your friendship. You should be willing to help as the Holy Spirit
guides you.
933.
Concerning the Healing of the sick and the power of prayer to heal
him or her, read James Chapter 5 verse 16: “Confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The earnest
prayer of a righteous person has great power and wonderful results”. If
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we have sinned against an individual, we must ask him or her to forgive
us. If our sin has affected the Church, we must confess it publicly. In
Christ’s Kingdom, every believer is a priest to other believers (1 Peter 2:
9) and the Christian’s most powerful resource is communion with God
through prayer.
934.
The four reasons (and four things) Jesus died for are: (a) To secure
our presence with God, removing barriers of sin, that is, have access to
God. (b) To become our ultimate High Priest. (c) To enter the most Holy
Place with His own Blood. (d) To secure our redemption for life –
redeemed of the Lord.
935.
Regarding Divine Discipline, note that God disciplines us to refine
us through and in the following six, triple ways:
3 T’s - Trials; Tribulation; Troubles.
3 S’s - Suffering; Scandal; Sorrow.
3 R’s - Rejection; Rebellion; Resistance.
3 P’s - Persecution; Pain; Poverty.
3 O’s - Opposition; Oppression; Objection.
3 F’s - Frustrations; Failures; Flaws.
936.
Seven Lessons For Church Elders are: (a)Take care of the flock. (b)
Watch out for them willingly, praying for them willingly, not grudgingly.
(c) Be eager to serve God. (d) Don’t lead them with autocracy. (e) Lead
always by good examples. (f) Serve not for what you will get out of
serving. (g) Be eager to serve both God and man.
937.
The Book of 1 Peter (Chapters 1 – 5) is to offer Encouragement to
suffering Christians. 1 Peter Chapter 1 verses 15 – 16 says: “But now you
must be holy in everything just as God – who chose you to be His
children – is Holy. For He Himself said “You must be holy because I am
Holy”. God sets the standards of Morality to Himself and to the Church
and not like other gods who are warlike, adulterous, spiteful, bloodthirsty
or promiscuous.
938.
Holiness means being totally devoted to God, set aside for His
special use and set apart from sin and the influence of sin; set apart and
different and not blending with the crowd, yet not just being different for
the sake of being different. It is the Godly qualities and attitudes in our
lives that make us different in our ministry work with focus and correct
priorities. God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us obey Him and give us
the power to overcome sin.
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939.
1 Peter Chapter 2 verse 9 says: “But you are not like that, for you are
a chosen people (generation). You are the kingdom of priests, God’s holy
Nation, His very own possession. This is so you can show others the
goodness of God, for He called you out of the darkness into His
wonderful light”. In Old Testament times, people did not approach God
directly. A priest acted as intermediary between God and sinful human
beings. With Christ’s victory on the Cross, that pattern changed and now
we can come directly into God’s presence without fear (Hebrews 4: 16)
and we are also given the responsibility of bringing others to Him also (2
Corinthians 5: 18 – 21). When we are united with Christ as members of His
body, we join in His priestly work of reconciling God and people.
940.
1 Peter Chapter 2 verses 13 – 14 says: “For the Lord’s sake, accept
all Authority (Governments) – the king as head of state, and the officials
he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish all who do wrong
and honour those who do right”. All are commanded to cooperate with
the rulers as far as conscience will allow. If we are to be persecuted, it
should be for obeying God, not for breaking moral or civil laws.
941.
Read 1 Peter Chapter 3 verse 17: “Show respect for everyone. Love
your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God. Show respect for the king
(President / Governor)”. While we must obey God rather than human
authority (Acts 5: 29), in most aspects of daily life, it is possible and
desirable for Christians to live according to the law of the land.
942.
Every husband should read 1 Peter Chapter 3 verse 7: “..........If you
don’t her (your wife) as an equal partner in God’s gift of new life) as you
should, your prayers will not be heard”. If a man is not considerate and
respectful of his wife, his prayers will not be heard because a living
relationship with God depends on right relationship with others (Matthew
5: 23 – 24).
943.
In an NLT table around 1 Peter Chapter 3, read about “Submission”.
Submission means voluntarily cooperating with someone first out of love
and respect for God and then out of love and respect for that person.
Submission must be functional, a distinguishing of our roles and the work
we are called to do. It must be relational, a loving acknowledgement of
another’s value as a person. Moreover, submission must be reciprocal, a
mutual and humble cooperation with one another. Finally, it must be
universal as an acknowledgement by the Church of the all –
encompassing lordship of Jesus Christ.
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944.
All our abilities or gifts should be used in serving others and none
are for our exclusive enjoyment as further confirmed in Romans Chapter
12: 6 – 8; 1 Corinthians Chapter 12: 8 – 11 and Ephesians Chapter 4 :11.
Moreover, 1 Peter Chapter 4 verse 10 says: “God has given gifts to each
of you from His great variety of spiritual gifts. Manage them well so that
God’s generosity can flow through you”. Everyone has some gifts; find
yours and use them. Peter mentions speaking and serving and Paul lists
these and other abilities in the chapters referred to above.
945.
The Book of 2 Peter (Chapters 1 – 3) is to warn Christians about
False Teachers and to exhort Christians to grow in their faith in Christ and
of the knowledge of Christ. 2 Peter Chapter 1 verses 5 – 7 says: “So make
every effort to apply the benefits of these promises to your life. Then your
faith will produce a life of moral excellence. A life of moral excellence
leads to knowing God better. Knowing God better leads to self control.
Self control leads to patient endurance, and patient endurance leads to
goodliness. Godliness leads to love for other Christians, and finally you
will grow to have genuine love for everyone”. Faith must be more than
belief in certain facts; it must result in action, growth in Christian
character and the practice of moral discipline, or it will die away (James 2:
14 – 17). It is true that deeds cannot save us, but it is absolutely false to
think that they are unimportant. We are saved so that we can grow to
resemble Christ and serve others. God wants to produce His character in
us, but to do this, He demands our discipline and effort.
946.
2 Peter Chapter 2 verse 3 says: “In their greed, they will make up
clever lies to get hold of your money. But God condemned them long ago,
and their destruction is on the way”. This refers to evil teachings and
shameful immorality and the slandering of Christ. Moreover, 2 Peter
Chapter 2 verse 19 says: “They promise freedom but they themselves are
slaves to sin and corruption. For you are a slave to whatever controls
you”. Teachers should be paid by the people they teach but false teachers
often attempt to make more money by distorting the truth and saying
what people wanted to hear. They are more interested in making money
than in teaching the truth and both Peter and Paul condemned these
greedy, lying teachers in 1 Timothy Chapter 6 verse 5. Before you send
money to any cause, evaluate carefully whether the teacher or preacher is
clearly serving God or promoting his or her own interests. Will the money
be used to promote valid ministry work, or will it merely finance further
promotions for hidden pecuniary motives?
947.
The Book of 1 John (Chapters 1 – 5) is to reassure Christians in their
faith and to counter false teachings. John was an older man and perhaps
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the only surviving apostle at this time. He had not yet been banished to
the Island of Patmos where he would live in exile. As an eyewitness of
Christ, he wrote authoritatively to give this new generation of believers
from Ephesus probably between A.D. 85 and 90 some assurance and
confidence in God and in their faith.
948.
In an NLT table around 1 John Chapter 1, read about how “John
Counters False Teachings”. False teaching concerns denying sin’s reality
and denying Jesus as the Messiah. The false teachers deny the reality of
sin with which we cannot claim to belong to God. The fool themselves
and fail to accept the truth. On the other hand, if we believe that Jesus
was God incarnate and trust Him for our salvation, we are children of
God.
949.
In an NLT table around 1 John Chapter 2, read about “A Book Of
Contrasts” including Light versus darkness; New versus old
commandment; Loving Father versus world; Christ versus anti – Christ;
Truth versus lies; Children of God versus the devil; Eternal life versus
death; Love versus hatred; True versus false prophesy; Love versus fear;
Having versus not having life, all with Biblical references for further
study.
950.
Regarding Confession and Forgiveness, read 1 John Chapter 1
verses 8 – 10: “If we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves
and refusing to accept the truth. But if we confess our sins to Him, He is
faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. If we
claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that His
Word has no place in our hearts”. All people are sinners by nature and by
practice. At conversion, all our sins are forgiven – past, present and
future. Yet even after we become Christians, we still sin and still need to
confess.
951.
This kind of confession is not offered to gain God’s acceptance but
to remove the barrier to fellowship that our sin has put between us and
Him. It is difficult, however, for many people to admit their faults and
short – comings, even to God. It takes humility and honesty to recognize
our weaknesses and limitations and most of us would rather pretend that
we are strong. But we need not fear revealing our sins to God – He knows
them already. He will not push us away no matter what we have done.
Instead, He will draw us to Himself.
952.
Anti - Christ means Great Liar. 1 John Chapter 2 verse says: “And
who is the great liar? The one who says that Jesus is not Christ. Such
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people are Anti Christs, for they have denied the Father and the Son”. 1
John Chapter 2 verse 27 says: “But you have received the Holy Spirit, and
He lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what is true.
For the Spirit teaches you all things, and what He teaches is true – in is
not a lie. So continue in what He has taught you, and continue to live in
Christ”. This implies a personal, life – giving relationship and John uses
the same idea in John Chapter 15 verse 5 where he speaks of Christ as
the vine and His followers as the branches.
953.
Read 1 John Chapter 4 verse 1: “Dear friends, do not believe
everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if
the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in
the world”. Test everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit to see if the
spirit they have comes from God. We should not believe everything we
hear just because the person says it is a message from God. There are
many ways to test teachers to see if their message is truly from the Lord.
One is to check to see if their words match what God says in the Bible.
Other tests include their commitment to the body of believers; their life –
styles; and the fruit of their ministry. But the most important test of all is
what they believe about Christ. Do they teach that Jesus is fully God and
fully man?
954.
In an NLT table around 1 John Chapter 4, read about “Heresies”.
John answered these because he saw Jesus, talked with Him, touched
Him and knew that Jesus was more than a mere spirit. In the very first
sentence of his letters, John establishes that Jesus had been alive before
the world began and also that He lived as a man among men and women,
being both divine and human, the pivotal issue of Christianity. Before you
accept what religious teachers say about any topic, listen carefully to
what they believe about Jesus. To deny either His divinity or His humanity
is to consider Him less than Christ, the Saviour.
955.
There is assurance of prayers answered by Jesus Christ. 1 John
Chapter 5 verses 14 – 15 says: “And we can be confident that He will
listen to us whenever we ask Him for anything in line with His will. And if
we know that He is listening when we make our requests, we can be sure
that He will give us what we ask for”. The emphasis here is on God’s will,
not our will. When we communicate with God, we don’t demand what we
want; rather, we discuss with Him what He wants for us. If we align our
prayers to His will, He will listen and we can be certain that He will give us
a definitive answer. Start praying with confidence in this understanding.
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956.
The Book of 2 John is to emphasize the basics of following Christ,
namely, Truth and Love as well as to warn against false teachers. It was
written to “the chosen lady” and her children – or possibly to a local
church and to all believers everywhere. Evidently this woman and her
family were involved in one of the churches that John was overseeing –
they had developed a strong friendship with John. John was warning her
of the false teachers who were becoming prevalent in some of the
churches.
957.
The Book of 3 John is to commend Gaius for his hospitality and to
encourage him in his Christian life. Gaius was a prominent Christian in
one of the churches known to John. It is also written to all Christians.
Church leaders travelled from town to town helping to establish new
congregations. They depended on the hospitality of fellow believers and
Gaius was one who welcomed these leaders into his home (3 John verse
5). How we treat others reflects our true values – what is really important
to us. Do you see people as objects or inconveniences, or as unique
creations of a loving God? Perhaps the most effective way to demonstrate
God’s values and Christ’s love to others is to invite and welcome guests
into your home.
958.
The Book of Jude (brother of Jesus) is to remind the Church of the
need for constant Vigilance – to keep strong in the faith and oppose
heresy. Jude verse 8 says: “Yet these false teachers, who claim authority
from their dreams, live immoral lives, defy authority, and scoff at the
power of the glorious ones”. Moreover, Jude verse 23 says: “Rescue
others by snatching them from the flames of judgement. There are still
others to whom you need to show mercy, but be careful that you are not
contaminated by their sins”. We must be careful not to fall into the
quicksand of compromise. When reaching out to others, we must be sure
that our own footing is safe and secure! Be careful not to become so
much like non – Christians that no one can tell who you are or what you
believe. Influence them for Christ – don’t let them influence you to sin!
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WEEK 51.
NAHUM 1 – 3.
HABAKKUK 1 – 3.
ZEPHANIAH 1 – 3.
HAGGAI 1 – 2.
ZECHARIAH 1 – 14.
MALACHI 1 – 4.
959.
The Book of Nahum (Chapters 1 – 3) is to pronounce God’s
judgement on Assyria and to comfort Judah with the Truth as well as to
offer final Assurance of Deliverance after repentance from sin. While God
would judge the city of Nineveh for its idolatry, arrogance and
oppression, anyone who remains arrogant and resists God’s authority will
face His anger. No ruler or nation will get away with rejecting God and no
individual will be able to hide from His judgement. God alone can truly
rescue us from fear or oppression and we must place our confidence in
God because He alone rules all of history, all the earth, and our life.
960.
In an NLT table around Nahum Chapter 3, read about Nahum who
came during the reign of wicked king Manasseh of Judah. Lesson: Those
who do evil and oppress others will one day meet a bitter end. Here, we
learn the following four lessons about God: (a) God is jealous. (b) God is
God of vengeance and rage. (c) God has great power over all Nations. (d)
God is the God of justice.
961.
The Book of Habakkuk (Chapters 1 – 3) is to show that God is still in
control of the world despite the apparent triumph of evil and to appreciate
and learn about two seasons with God, namely, “Time of waiting and Time
for action” under God’s direction. Habakkuk was a man who sought
answers. He saw a dying world and it broke his heart. Why is there evil in
the world? Why do wicked people seem to be winning? He boldly and
confidently took his complaints directly to God. And God answered with
an avalanche of proof and prediction. It may seem, God says, as though
the wicked triumph, but eventually, they will be judged, and
righteousness will prevail. Like Habakkuk, listen to God’s answers and
rejoice that He is at work in the world and in your life.
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962.
In an NLT table around Habakkuk Chapter 2, read about Habakkuk.
Read Habakkuk Chapter 2 verse 15: “What sorrow (or woe) awaits you
who make your neighbours drunk? You force your cup on them so you
can gloat over their shameful nakedness”. Money is not evil but God
condemns the love of riches and the evil means of acquiring them (1
Timothy 6: 10). Be careful not to hunger for wealth so much that you lose
your appetite for God! Read Habakkuk Chapter 2 verses 12 – 20 to
meditate on how terrible it would be for those getting rich by unjust
means; those building properties and nations with money from murder
and corruption as well as those who worship various idols.
963.
Note two powerful prayers of Mercy and Praises to God: (a)
Habakkuk 3: 2b - “.....And in your anger, remember your mercy”. (b)
Habakkuk 3: 17 – 19 - “Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and
there are no grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, and the
fields lie empty and barren, even though the flocks die in the fields, and
the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the Lord! I will be joyful in
the Lord of my salvation. The sovereign Lord is my strength! He makes
me as surefooted as a deer able to tread upon the heights”. Amen. Even
in times of starvation and losses, like Habakkuk, we should still rejoice in
the Lord.
964.
The Book of Zephaniah (Chapters 1 – 3) is to shake the people of
Judah out of their complacency and urge them to return to God. It was
written probably at the end of Zephaniah’s ministry when King Josiah’s
great reforms began, trying to reverse the evil trends set by two previous
kings of Judah (Manasseh and Amon).
965.
In an NLT table around Zephaniah Chapter 2, read about Zephaniah,
a contemporary of Jeremiah. Learn that the five things that are very
important to God are: (a) Purity. (b) Complete worship. (c) Unity – see
John 17: 20 – 21. (d) Humility. (e) Love. As a Judge, God will punish
severely all nations but after judgement, he will show mercy to all who
have been faithful to Him. We will be judged for our disobedience to God
in all the five areas above.
966.
The Book of Haggai (Chapters1 – 2) is to call the people to complete
the rebuilding of God’s Temple. Read about Haggai in an NLT table on
him around Haggai Chapter 2. Lesson: The Temple lay half – finished
while the people lived in beautiful homes. Haggai warned them against
putting their possessions and jobs ahead of God. We must put God first
in our lives.
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967.
Haggai Chapter 1 verses 9 – 10: “You hoped for rich harvests, but
they were poor. And when you brought your harvest home, I blew it away.
Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the Lord of Heaven’s armies,
while all of you are busy building your own fine houses. It’s because of
you that the heavens withhold the dew and the earth produces no crops”.
Judah’s problem was confused priorities. Where is God on your list of
priorities?
968.
The Book of Zechariah (Chapters 1 – 14) is to give hope to God’s
people by revealing God’s future deliverance through the Messiah. It was
written to Jews in Jerusalem who had returned from their captivity in
Babylon and to God’s people everywhere. The exiles had returned from
Babylon to rebuild the Temple but the work had been thwarted and
stalled. Haggai and Zechariah confronted the people with their tasks and
encouraged them to complete it. More than the rebuilding of the Temple
was at stake – the people were staging the first act in God’s wonderful
drama of the end times. Those of us who love God must complete His
work. To do so we must have the Holy Spirit’s help. God will empower us
with His Spirit.
969.
In an NLT table around Zechariah Chapter 2, read about Zechariah.
Message: Even in times of discouragement and despair, God is working
out His plan. God protects and guides us; we must trust and follow Him.
970.
In an NLT table around Zechariah Chapter 3, read about Zechariah’s
Eight Visions with their Significance. Zechariah, like Haggai, encouraged
the people to finish rebuilding the Temple. His visions gave the people
Hope by telling of a future king who would one day establish eternal
kingdom. For example, the vision of the flying scroll which represents
God’s curse signifies that by God’s Word and Spirit every person will be
judged. Individual sin is the focus here, not the sins of the nation. Each
person is responsible for his or her deeds and no one has an excuse.
God’s curse is a symbol of destruction that all sibn will be judged and
removed.
971.
Zechariah Chapter 4 verses 6 – 7: “....This is what the Lord says to
Zerubbabel: It is not by force nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies. Nothing, not even a mighty mountain will stand
in Zerubbabel’s way; it will become a level plain before him! And when
Zerubbabel sets the final stone of the Temple in place, the people will
shout: “May God bless it! May God bless it” Many people believe that to
survive in this world, a person must be tough, strong, unbending and
harsh. It is only through God’s Spirit that anything of lasting value is
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accomplished. As you live for God, determine not to trust in your own
strength or abilities. Instead, depend on God and work in the power of His
Spirit.
972.
Concerning any ministry’s early days, read Zechariah Chapter 4
verse 10: “Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to
see the work begin, to see the plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hand”. Bigger
and more beautiful is not always better. What you do for God may seem
small and insignificant at the time, but God rejoices in what is right, not
necessarily what is big. Be careful in the small opportunities and begin
where you are and do what you can, leaving the results to God.
973.
Read Zechariah Chapter 9: 9 concerning prophesy of Jesus riding
on a donkey – “.....Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and
victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey – riding on a donkey’s
colt”. The triumphal entry of Jesus riding into Jerusalem in Matthew 21: 1
– 11 was predicted here more than 500 years before it happened. Just as
certain to come true are the prophecies of His second coming.
974.
Zechariah Chapter 12 verse 10 says: “Then I will pour out a Spirit of
Grace and Prayer on the family of David and on the people of Jerusalem.
They will look on me whom they have pierced and mourn for Him as for
an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him as for a firstborn son who
has died”. The Holy Spirit was poured out as Pentecost 50 days after
Christ’s resurrection. Ask God to fill you with His Spirit in Jesus Name.
Amen.
975.
The Book of Malachi (Chapters 1 – 4) is to confront the people with
their sins and to restore their relationship with God. In an NLT table
around Malachi Chapter 1, read about Malachi. The people’s relationship
with God was broken because of their sin and they would soon be
punished. But a few who repented would receive God’s blessings,
highlighted in His promise to send a Messiah. At Christ’s first coming, He
refined and purified all those who believed in Him. Upon His return, He
will expose and condemn those who are proud, insensitive or unprepared.
Yet God is able to heal and forgive. Forgiveness is available to all who
come to Him.
976.
Malachi Chapter 1 verse 7 says: “You have despised my Name
(shown contempt) by offering defiled sacrifices on my altar. Then you ask
‘How have we defiled the sacrifice?’ You defile them by saying the altar of
the Lord deserves no respect”. The people sacrificed to God wrongly
through (1) expedience – being as cheap as possible, (2) neglect – not
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caring how they offered sacrifice, and (3) outright disobedience –
sacrificing their own way and not as God had commanded. Their methods
of giving showed their real attitudes toward God. How about your
attitude? Do expedience, neglect or disobedience characterize your
giving?
977.
Malachi Chapter 2 verse 16 says: “For I hate Divorce!” says the
Lord, the God of Israel. To divorce your wife is to overwhelm her with
cruelty” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. So guard your heart; do not be
unfaithful to your wife”. Guarding yourself and remaining always loyal to
your wife means to have the same commitment to marriage that God has
to His promises for His people. Our passion should be reserved
exclusively for our spouse.
978.
Malachi Chapter 3 verses 10 – 11 say: “Bring all the tithes into the
storehouse so that there will be enough food in my temple. If you do, says
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, I will open the windows of heaven for you. I
will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it
in! Try it! Put me to the test! (Let me prove it to you!) Your crops will be
abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will
not fall from the vine before they are ripe, says the Lord of heaven’s
Armies”. This means refusing to tithe is like robbing God. Tithing, without
love for and obedience to God, however, amounts to nothing more than a
meaningless ritual in religious “ICT” - Ignorance, Culture and Tradition.
979.
Malachi Chapter 4 verse 2 says: “But for you who fear my Name, the
Sun of Righteousness will arise with Healing in His Wings. And you will
go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture”. God will be like the
healing warmth of the Sun to those who love and obey Him. In Isaiah 60:
20 and Revelation 21: 23, we learn that no light will be needed in God’s
holy city because God Himself will be the light. God controls the future
and everything will be made right. This hope for the future becomes ours
when we trust God with our lives.

WEEK 52.
REVELATION 1 – 22.
980.
The Book of Revelation (Chapters 1 – 22) reveals the ‘Full Identity of
Christ’ and gives Warnings and Hope to believers everywhere but
specifically to the Seven Churches in Asia about AD 95. Although Jesus
gave this Revelation of Himself to John over 2000 years ago from Patmos,
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it still stands as Comfort and Challenge to God’s people today globally.
The Hope is that our victorious Lord would surely return to vindicate the
righteous and judge the wicked. As a ‘Book of Warning’, things were not
as they should have been in the churches, so Christ called the members
to commit themselves to righteousness. The Hope is that one day, God
will create a New Heaven and a New Earth. All believers will live with him
forever in peace and security. Those already dead will be raised to life.
Really, these promises for the future bring us hope. The Book reveals
Christ’s full identity and God’s plans for the end of the world, focusing on
Jesus Christ’s second Coming, His victory over evil and the
establishment of His Kingdom. Finally, Revelation’s main message is
“Infinite Love, Power & Justice” of the Lord Jesus Christ.
981.
In an NLT table around Revelation Chapter 2, read about “A Journey
through the Book of Revelation”. Moreover, read “The Names of Jesus”
with Biblical references in another table around the same chapter. The ten
Names are: Jesus Christ; Son of God; First and the Last; The living who
died; The Son of God; The faithful and true witness; Creator; The Lion of
the tribe of Judah; Root of David; and The Lamb of God.
982.
Summary of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 on 7 Dangerous Character
– traits or Hazardous Attitudes applicable in both secular and spiritual
dimensions as follows:ATTITUDES

CHURCHES

COMMENDATION

REBUKE & ACTIONS

1. Complacency

Ephesus

Hard work, endurance

No love as at first and
“Remember & Repent”

2. Anti - Authority

Smyrna

suffered persecution
and poverty

Don’t fear and be
faithful

3. Invulnerability

Pergamum

Remained loyal

Tolerate compromise;
Is to repent

4. “I.C.T”
Thyatira
(Ignorance, Culture
& Tradition)

Love, faith, service,
and Endurance

Tolerate immorality; to
repent

5. Impulsivity

Sardis

Effective

Superficial. Wake up
and repent

6. Resignation

Philadelphia

Faithful

Hold on

7. Macho
(Arrogance)

Laodicea

None

Lukewarm. Be diligent
and repent
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983.
In an NLT table around Revelation Chapter 5, read about “Events in
Revelation described elsewhere in the Bible”. Revelation Chapter 1 verse
8 says: “I am the Alpha and the Omega – the beginning and the end”,
says the Lord God. “I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still
to come, the Almighty One”. Moreover, Revelation Chapter 1 verse 16
says: “He held seven stars in His right hand, and a sharp two – edged
sword came from His mouth. And His face was as bright as the sun in all
its brilliance”.
984.
Revelation Chapter 1 verse 20 says: “This is the meaning of the
seven stars you saw in my right hand and the seven gold lamp stands.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lamp
stands are the seven churches”. Some say the angels of the seven
churches are those designated to guard the churches while others say
that they are elders or pastors of the local churches. Because the seven
letters in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 contain reprimands, it is doubtful
that these angels are heavenly messengers. If these are earthly leaders or
messengers, they are accountable to God for the churches they
represent.
985.
Revelation Chapter 2 verse 4 says: “But I have this complaint
against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first”. This is
Complacency as depicted in the table above. Concerning the “I.C.T”
church of Thyatira (noted for negative “Ignorance, Culture and
Tradition”), Revelation Chapter 2 verse 23 says: “I will strike her children
dead. And all the churches will know that I am the One who searches out
the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give each of you
whatever you deserve”. Our heart (or acronym “T.I.E”) – seat of
“Thoughts, Intentions and Emotions” is the temple of God! Guard it
(Proverbs 4: 23).
986.
Revelation Chapter 3 verse 8b says: “.....You have little strength, yet
you obeyed my Word and did not deny me........I will protect you from the
great time of testing that will come upon the whole world to test those
who belong to this world”. Guard against an attitude of Resignation by
being strong and courageous (motivated) through the Word of God
(Joshua Chapter 1 verses 6 – 9).
987.
Concerning the Macho (Arrogant) attitude of the church of Laodicea,
Revelation Chapter 3 verse 17 says: “You say ‘I am rich, I have everything
I want. I don’t need a thing! And you don’t realize that you are wretched
and miserable and poor and blind and naked”. The necessary antidote to
this dangerous attitude is humility and fear of the Lord (Proverbs 22: 4).
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988.
Study the NLT explanations of Revelation Chapter 4 verses 6 – 7.
God’s attributes symbolized in the animal – like appearance of the four
creatures as follows: (a) Lion – Majesty & Power. (b) Ox – faithfulness. (c)
Human – Intelligence. (d) Eagle – Sovereignty. Jesus is pictured as both a
Lion and a Lamb (symbolizing His total submission to God’s Will).
989.
Revelation Chapter 5 verse 9b: “.... You are worthy to take the scroll
and break its seals and open it. For you were slaughtered, and your Blood
has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people
and nation”. God’s message of salvation is not limited to a specific
culture, race or country. Anyone who comes to God in repentance and
faith is accepted by Him and will be part of His Kingdom. Don’t allow
prejudice or bias to keep you from sharing Christ with others.
990.
Revelation Chapter 5 verse 12: “....Worthy is the Lamb who was
slaughtered – to receive Power and Riches and Wisdom and Strength and
Honour and Glory and Blessing”. There are both good and evil angels but
because evil angels are allied with Satan, they have considerably less
power and authority than good angels. Eventually, the main role of the
good angels will be to offer continuous praise to God (Revelation Chapter
19 verses 1 – 3).
991.
Revelation Chapter 7 verse 17: “For the Lamb on the Throne will be
their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will
wipe every tear from their eyes”. God will provide for His children’s needs
in their eternal home where there will be no hunger, thirst or pain, and He
will wipe away all tears. Take comfort in this promise of complete
protection and relief when you are suffering or torn apart by sorrow.
992.
Revelation Chapter 12 verse 11: “And they have defeated him
(Satan) by the Blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And they did not
love their lives so much that they were afraid to die” (ready for
persecutions). In an NLT table around Revelation Chapter 13, read about
“Satan’s Work in the World” including the following: (a) Hatred for Christ.
(b) Hatred for God’s people. (c) Satan’s power and authority to hurt. (d)
Satan’s popularity among unbelievers. (e) Satan’s blasphemy against
God. (f) Satan’s war against believers. (g) Satan’s ability to deceive, all
with their Biblical references.
993.
Satan’s number is 666 (Revelation 13: 18)! The Greek letters of
Nero’s Name represent numbers that total 666, a number that symbolizes
the world – wide dominion and complete evil of this unholy trinity
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designed to undo Chris’s work and overthrow Him. Just as God marks His
people to save them, so Satan’s beast marks his people to save them
from the persecution that Satan will inflict upon God’s followers. If the
number seven is considered to be the perfect number in the Bible, and if
three sevens represent complete perfection, then the number 666
symbolizes the world – wide dominion and complete evil of this unholy
trinity designed to undo Christ’s work and overthrow Him!
994.
Revelation Chapter 14, after Chapter 13’s onslaught of evil that will
occur when Satan and his supporters control the world, gives a glimpse
into eternity to show believers what awaits them if they endure. The
144,000 represent believers ready to enjoy the eternal benefits and
blessings of life with God forever.
995. Revelation Chapter 14 verse 12: “This means that (let this encourage)
God’s Holy people to endure persecution patiently, obeying His commands
and maintaining their faith in Jesus”. This Good News about God’s ultimate
triumph should encourage God’s people to remain faithful through every
trial and persecution - by obeying the commands found in God’s Word. The
secret, therefore, to enduring is Trust and Obedience. Trust God to give us
patience to endure even the small trials we face daily, and our obedience to
God even when this obedience is dangerous or unattractive.
996. The Seven (7) Blessings promised in the Book of Revelation are: (a) God
blesses the one who reads the Words of this prophecy to the church and all
who listen to its message and obey it - Revelation 1:3. (b) God blesses
those who die in the Lord from now on for they will rest from their hard work
for their good deeds follow them – Revelation 14: 13. (c) God blesses all who
are watching for me, who keep clothing ready so as not to walk around
naked and ashamed – Revelation 16: 15. (d) God blesses those who are
invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb – Revelation 19: 9. (e) Blessed and
holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death
holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with Him a thousand years – Revelation 20: 6. (f) Blessed are those who
obey the words of prophecy written in this book – Revelation 22:7. (g)
Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter
through the gates of the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life –
Revelation 22: 14.
997. In an NLT table around Revelation Chapter 18, read “How a Person Keeps
Away from the Evil System”. This is accomplished by the following seven
ways: (a) Make people more important than products. (b) Keep away from
pride in your programs, plans and successes. (c) Remember that God’s Will
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& Word must never be compromised. (d) Consider people above and more
than making money. (e) Do what is Right, no matter the cost. (f) Be involved
in businesses that provide worthwhile products and services - not just
things that feed the world’s desires and greed. (g) Live a life of
Righteousness with Christ’s help.
998. In an NLT table around Revelation Chapter 21, read about “The Beginning
and The End” including the ten points and issues from Genesis to
Revelation as follows: In Genesis, the sun is created but in Revelation, the
sun is not needed. In Genesis, Satan is victorious with sin entering the
human race while in Revelation, Satan is defeated and sin is banished. In
Genesis, people are cursed and people run and hide from God while in
Revelation, the curse is removed and people are invited to live with God
forever, In the former, tears are shed with sorrow for sin and the garden and
earth are cursed while in the latter, there would be no more sin, no more
tears or sorrows and God’s city would be glorified with the earth made new.
Finally, in Genesis, paradise was lost with people doomed to death while in
Revelation, paradise is regained and death is defeated with believers living
forever with God. Hallelujah!
999. In an NLT table around Revelation Chapter 22, read about “What We Know
about Eternity” as well as the Biblical references. The 10 Things about
Eternity are: (a) Place prepared for us. (b) Unlimited by physical properties.
(c) Like Jesus. (d) New bodies. (e) A wonderful experience. (f) A new
environment. (g) A new experience of God’s presence. (h) New emotions – of
agape love. (i) No more death. (j) Eternal life is available as a free gift from
God. The above facts from number (a) to (i) are only hints of the aspects of
what our future will be like if we accept Christ’s gift of eternal life in Him. In
Revelation Chapter 21, the New Jerusalem is where God lives among His
people. Instead of going up to meet Him, He comes down to be with us, just
as God became man in Jesus Christ and lived among us (John 1: 14). And
wherever God reigns, there is Peace, Security and Love. Hallelujah!
1000. Revelation Chapter 22 verses 12 – 13: “Look, I am coming soon, bringing
my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End”. In
Revelation Chapter 22 verses 12 – 14, those who wash their robes are those
who seek Purity from a sinful way of life. They strive daily to remain faithful
and ready for Christ’s return. Remember that in Revelation that the Giver of
the revelation is Almighty God. The Holy One who reveals the revelation is
Jesus Christ. The number seven represents Perfection and Completeness.
Praise the Lord, Hallelujah! Amen.
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